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118TH CONGRESS REPORT " ! HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 1st Session 118–155 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS BILL, 2024 

JULY 24, 2023.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State of 
the Union and ordered to be printed 

Mr. SIMPSON, from the Committee on Appropriations, 
submitted the following 

R E P O R T 

together with 

MINORITY VIEWS 

[To accompany H.R. 4821] 

The Committee on Appropriations submits the following report in 
explanation of the accompanying bill making appropriations for the 
Department of the Interior, the Environmental Protection Agency, 
and Related Agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2024. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE BILL 

The Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Subcommittee 
has jurisdiction over a diverse group of agencies responsible for 
managing Federal lands and national parks, protecting the envi-
ronment, reinforcing the Federal commitments to honor our trea-
ties and trust responsibilities to American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives, and supporting the arts and humanities. The activities of 
these agencies are integral to the operations of our government. 

The bill provides a total of $25,417,000,000 in discretionary 
budget authority for fiscal year 2024 which is $13,433,000,000 
below the fiscal year 2023 level and $21,371,627,000 below the 
President’s budget request. The bill rescinds $9,373,000,000 of En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA), Department of the Interior, 
and Council on Environmental Quality funding provided by the In-
flation Reduction Act. Using these balances as offset allows the 
program level for the bill to be $34,790,000,000 which is 
$4,060,000,000 or 10 percent below the current year. 

Within the level of funding provided, the bill fully funds the Pay-
ments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program and prioritizes funding for 
Tribes and Wildland Fire Management. The bill provides a 
$1,604,657,000 discretionary increase for the Wildland Fire Man-
agement accounts at the Department of the Interior and the U.S. 
Forest Service. The bill funds base fire suppression resources con-
sistent with the Stephen Sepp Wildfire Suppression Funding and 
Forest Management Activities Act instead of as an emergency, as 
was done in the previous Congress. 

The bill provides $2,582,452,000 for the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA), $1,399,504,000 for the Bureau of Indian Education (BIE), 
and $7,078,223,000 for the Indian Health Service (IHS) in funding 
available in fiscal year 2024. These activities are all funded at or 
above the comparable fiscal year 2023 level. In addition, the bill 
provides a fiscal year 2025 advance appropriations of 
$5,878,223,000 for the Indian Health Service. 

In order to fund these programs at necessary levels, the Com-
mittee has reduced funding for nearly every other appropriation in 
the bill. This includes a $3,962,273,000 or 39 percent reduction to 
the EPA below the fiscal year 2023 level. 

In addition to reining in spending, the bill includes several provi-
sions to rein in the activities of the Administration. For example, 
the bill continues language from previous years to: 

• Restrict funding for acquisition of lands or interests in 
lands from being used for declarations of taking or complaints 
in condemnation. 
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• Prohibit funds for computer networks unless it blocks ac-
cess to pornography. 

• Require the use of American iron and steel in EPA safe 
drinking water projects. 

• Prohibit funds for EPA to impose mandatory reporting of 
greenhouse gas emissions from manure management systems. 

• Prohibit funds to regulate the lead content of ammunition 
or fishing tackle. 

• Prohibit funds for EPA to implement permitting require-
ments for livestock emissions under the Clean Air Act. 

And the bill adds new provisions to: 
• Block restrictions on hunting, fishing, and recreational 

shooting on Federal lands. 
• Repeal the Administration’s Waters of the United States 

regulations. 
• Reinstate leases for critical minerals. 
• Ensure that ancillary mining activities, including explo-

ration operations and construction of a mine access road, are 
permitted with or without the discovery of a valuable mineral 
deposit. 

• Improve forest management by addressing the Cottonwood 
Environmental Law Center v. United States Forest Service deci-
sion. 

• Prohibit funds to consider the social cost of carbon. 
• Prohibit funds for EPA overreach regarding ozone emis-

sions and third-party monitoring. 
• Prohibit funds for ecogrief counseling. 
• Clarify pesticide labeling. 

REPROGRAMMING GUIDELINES 

The following are the procedures governing reprogramming ac-
tions for programs and activities funded in the Department of the 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act. 
The agencies funded in this Act are reminded that these re-
programming guidelines are in effect, and must be complied with. 

Definitions.—‘‘Reprogramming’’ as defined in these procedures, 
includes the reallocation of funds from one budget activity, budget 
line-item, or program area to another within any appropriation 
funded in this Act. 

For construction, land acquisition, and forest legacy accounts, a 
reprogramming constitutes the reallocation of funds, including un-
obligated balances, from one construction, land acquisition, or for-
est legacy project to another such project. 

A reprogramming shall also consist of any significant departure 
from the program described in the agency’s budget justifications. 
This includes all proposed reorganizations or other workforce ac-
tions detailed below which affect a total of 10 staff members or 10 
percent of the staffing of an affected program or office, whichever 
is less, even without a change in funding. Any change to the orga-
nization table presented in the budget justification shall also be 
subject to this requirement. 

Agencies are reminded that this bill continues longstanding Gen-
eral Guidelines for Reprogramming that require agencies funded by 
this Act to submit reorganization proposals for the Committees’ re-
view prior to their implementation. It is noted that such re-
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programming guidelines apply to proposed reorganizations, work-
force restructure, reshaping, transfer of functions, or bureau-wide 
downsizing and include closures, consolidations, and relocations of 
offices, facilities, and laboratories. In addition, no agency shall im-
plement any part of a reorganization that modifies regional or 
State boundaries for agencies or bureaus that were in effect as of 
the date of enactment of this Act unless approved, consistent with 
the General Guidelines for Reprogramming procedures specified 
herein. Any such reprogramming request submitted to the Com-
mittee shall include a description of anticipated benefits, including 
anticipated efficiencies and cost-savings, as well as a description of 
anticipated personnel impacts and funding changes anticipated to 
implement the proposal. 

General Guidelines for Reprogramming.— 
(a) A reprogramming should be made only when an unfore-

seen situation arises, and then only if postponement of the 
project or the activity until the next appropriation year would 
result in actual loss or damage. 

(b) Any project or activity, which may be deferred through 
reprogramming, shall not later be accomplished by means of 
further reprogramming, but instead, funds should again be 
sought for the deferred project or activity through the regular 
appropriations process. 

(c) Except under the most urgent situations, reprogramming 
should not be employed to initiate new programs or increase 
allocations specifically denied or limited by Congress, or to de-
crease allocations specifically increased by the Congress. 

(d) Reprogramming proposals submitted to the Committee 
for approval will be considered as expeditiously as possible, 
and the Committee remind the agencies that in order to proc-
ess reprogramming requests, adequate and timely information 
must be provided. 

Criteria and Exceptions.—A reprogramming must be submitted 
to the Committee in writing prior to implementation if it exceeds 
$1,000,000 annually or results in an increase or decrease of more 
than 10 percent annually in affected programs or projects, which-
ever amount is less, with the following exceptions: 

(a) With regard to the Tribal priority allocations of the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and Bureau of Indian Education 
(BIE), there is no restriction on reprogrammings among these 
programs. However, the Bureaus shall report on all 
reprogrammings made during a given fiscal year no later than 
60 days after the end of the fiscal year. 

(b) With regard to the EPA, the Committee does not require 
reprogramming requests associated with the States and Tribes 
Partnership Grants or up to a cumulative total of $5,000,000 
from carryover balances among the individual program areas 
delineated in the Environmental Programs and Management 
account, with no more than $1,000,000 coming from any indi-
vidual program area. No funds, however, shall be reallocated 
from individual Geographic Programs. 

(c) With regard to the National Park Service (NPS), the 
Committee does not require reprogramming requests associ-
ated with the park base within the Park Management activity 
in the Operation of the National Park System Account. The 
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NPS is required to brief the Committee on spending trends for 
the park base within 60 days of enactment of this Act. 

Assessments.—‘‘Assessment’’ as defined in these procedures shall 
refer to any charges, reserves, or holdbacks applied to a budget ac-
tivity or budget line-item for costs associated with general agency 
administrative costs, overhead costs, working capital expenses, or 
contingencies. 

(a) No assessment shall be levied against any program, 
budget activity, subactivity, budget line-item, or project funded 
by the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act unless such assessment and the basis therefore are 
presented to the Committee in the budget justifications and 
are subsequently approved by the Committee. The explanation 
for any assessment in the budget justification shall show the 
amount of the assessment, the activities assessed, and the pur-
pose of the funds. 

(b) Proposed changes to estimated assessments, as such esti-
mates were presented in annual budget justifications, shall be 
submitted through the reprogramming process and shall be 
subject to the same dollar and reporting criteria as any other 
reprogramming. 

(c) Each agency or bureau which utilizes assessments shall 
submit an annual report to the Committee, which provides de-
tails on the use of all funds assessed from any other budget ac-
tivity, line-item, subactivity, or project. 

(d) In no case shall contingency funds or assessments be 
used to finance projects and activities disapproved or limited 
by Congress or to finance programs or activities that could be 
foreseen and included in the normal budget review process. 

(e) New programs requested in the budget should not be ini-
tiated before enactment of the bill without notification to, and 
the approval of, the Committee. This restriction applies to all 
such actions regardless of whether a formal reprogramming of 
funds is required to begin the program. 

Quarterly Reports.—All reprogrammings between budget activi-
ties, budget line-items, program areas, or the more detailed activity 
levels shown in this bill, including those below the monetary 
thresholds established above, shall be reported to the Committee 
within 60 days of the end of each quarter and shall include cumu-
lative totals for each budget activity or budget line-item, or con-
struction, land acquisition, or forest legacy project. 

Legacy.—Lands shall not be acquired for more than the approved 
appraised value, as addressed in section 301(3) of Public Law 91– 
646, unless such acquisitions are submitted to the Committee for 
approval in compliance with these procedures. 

Land Exchanges.—Land exchanges, wherein the estimated value 
of the Federal lands to be exchanged is greater than $1,000,000, 
shall not be consummated until the Committee has had 30 days in 
which to examine the proposed exchange. In addition, the Com-
mittee shall be provided advance notification of exchanges valued 
between $500,000 and $1,000,000. 

Budget Structure.—The budget activity or line-item structure for 
any agency appropriation account shall not be altered without ad-
vance approval of the Committee. 
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OTHER COMMITTEE DIRECTION 

Advertising.—The Committee directs all agencies to include ad-
vertising contracting information in its fiscal year 2025 budget jus-
tification, including total obligations in fiscal year 2023 and ex-
pected obligations for fiscal years 2024 and 2025 for advertising 
services, and contracts for the advertising services with small busi-
nesses. For small businesses, both prime contracts and sub-
contracts, the agency shall identify obligations associated with 
small businesses, small disadvantaged businesses, service-disabled 
veteran-owned small businesses, women owned small businesses, 
and HUBZone small businesses. The agency shall also report if it 
has met its small business goals in each of these categories in fiscal 
year 2023. 

Bighorn Sheep.—The Committee is aware that the Forest Service 
and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) use the Western Asso-
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies’ occupied bighorn habitat 
maps, telemetry data, and recent bighorn observations in con-
ducting Risk of Contact analyses and that risk of contact models 
are currently being run on a State-wide basis where sufficient data 
exists. The Committee directs the agencies to complete Risk of Con-
tact analyses using the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies’ data. The Committee expects the agencies to continue to 
share findings transparently and promptly with other Federal land 
management agencies, State and local governments, State wildlife 
agencies, and State and Federal animal health professionals, in-
cluding the Agricultural Research Service, permittees, and stake-
holders. The Forest Service and BLM are further directed to en-
gage the Agricultural Research Service and the aforementioned co-
operating agencies and participants to ensure the best professional 
scientific understanding of where and if disease transmission oc-
curs, and the degree of that risk, before making further manage-
ment decisions that impact permittees. 

Bird Collisions on Federal Property.—The Committee continues 
direction provided in House Report 117–400 regarding bird colli-
sions. 

Connecting Youth to Public Lands.—The Committee continues 
the direction provided in House Report 117–400 regarding con-
necting youth to public lands. 

Collaboration on Wildfire Prevention.—The Committee recognizes 
the important work in wildfire prevention by the Forest Service 
and BLM. The Committee encourages the Forest Service and BLM 
to conduct more frequent fuel content and soil moisture testing in 
consultation with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration to ensure the government’s ability to develop more accurate 
wildfire modeling and artificial intelligence solutions. 

Coral Reef Health.—The recommendation continues language in 
House Report 117–400 regarding coral reef health. 

Cost of Litigation and Lack of Transparency.—The Committee is 
concerned that many of the legitimate goals of the Forest Service, 
EPA and the Department of the Interior jurisdiction are under-
mined by litigation filed in an effort to shift land management deci-
sions from the agencies to the courts, regardless of merit. It is ap-
parent that many activist groups are using the Federal court sys-
tem to stop any activities they do not support. 
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The Committee is also concerned with litigation costs funded 
with agency discretionary appropriations and settlement’s funded 
through the mandatory Judgment Fund. Accordingly, the Com-
mittee directs the Department of the Interior, EPA, and the Forest 
Service to make publicly available, and include with each agency’s 
annual budget submission thereafter, the following information: de-
tailed reports on the amount of discretionary program funds used; 
detailed reports on the amount of mandatory funds from Judgment 
Fund; the names of the fee recipients; the names of the Federal 
judges; the disposition of the applications (including any appeals of 
action taken on the applications); and the hourly rates of attorneys 
and expert witnesses stated in the applications that was awarded, 
for all Equal Access to Justice Act (EAJA) fee payments awarded 
as a result of litigation against any of the Department of Interior 
bureaus, EPA, or the Forest Service, or their respective employees. 
The report shall also include the information listed above for litiga-
tion relating to the Endangered Species Act and the amounts, out-
side of EAJA awards, paid in settlement for all litigation, regard-
less of the statute litigated. 

In addition, the Committee is concerned by the lack of trans-
parency when a settlement is sealed. The Committee believes the 
public has a right to know the resolution to court actions and how 
taxpayer funds are used. To that end, the Committee directs the 
Department of the Interior, EPA, and the Forest Service to report 
to the Committee quarterly on the number of claims or judgments 
against each agency that have been awarded and are under seal. 

Critical Minerals.—The Committee recognizes that the need for 
critical and rare earth mineral production is rising as technology 
advances. The Committee encourages the Administration to in-
crease domestic production of critical and rare earth minerals to 
improve the security and resilience of its supply chains for ad-
vanced technologies, while simultaneously promoting domestic job 
growth and economic development. 

Customer Service.—The Committee directs all agencies funded by 
this Act to comply with title 31 of the United States Code, includ-
ing the development of their organizational priority goals and out-
comes such as performance outcome measures, output measures, 
efficiency measures, and customer service measures, as well as de-
veloping standards to improve customer service and incorporation 
of the standards into the performance plans. The Departments of 
the Interior, the Indian Health Service, the Forest Service, and the 
EPA shall report on these efforts within 60 days of enactment of 
this Act. 

Educational and Outreach Programs.—The Committee strongly 
supports academic internships, partnerships, and educational and 
outreach programs of the agencies funded through this bill and en-
courages them to continue their outreach efforts. The Departments 
of the Interior, the IHS, the Forest Service, and the EPA shall re-
port on these efforts within 60 days of enactment of this Act. 

Giant Sequoias.—The Committee remains concerned that over 
the past several years, catastrophic wildfires in the State of Cali-
fornia have killed almost 20 percent of all giant sequoias in the Si-
erra Nevada. The Committee is aware that the Forest Service and 
NPS are currently conducting fuels reduction projects in multiple 
groves using emergency authorities and funding from fiscal year 
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2023. The Committee directs the Forest Service and NPS to con-
tinue to expedite these projects to reduce the risk of wildfire-re-
lated mortality of giant sequoias. Furthermore, the Committee di-
rects the Secretary of the Interior, in conjunction with the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, the Giant Sequoia Lands Coalition, and local 
stakeholders, to provide the Committee with a report no later than 
180 days after enactment of this Act that includes the following in-
formation: current hazardous fuels reduction projects in the groves 
and estimated acres treated; hazardous fuels reduction projects 
planned for fiscal years 2025, 2026, and 2027 and estimated treat-
ed acres; other high priority groves in need of hazardous fuels re-
duction work; and, funding needed to complete current and planned 
projects, delineated by fiscal year. 

Hardrock Mineral Production.—The United States is increasingly 
reliant upon foreign sources for many of the raw materials needed 
for our economic and national security. Additionally, the share of 
global investments in U.S. mining projects has dropped precipi-
tously in the last two decades. Misguided goals by this Administra-
tion to conserve 30 percent of the nation’s land and waters by 2030 
adds to regulatory uncertainty for new mining claims and discov-
eries. Therefore, the Committee supports continued access to our 
nation’s public lands to obtain important raw materials, especially 
in areas of moderate to high mineral potential that will yield re-
sources that are increasingly essential to our U.S. manufacturers 
and critical to our energy and national security sectors. 

Lake Boehmer.—The Committee is concerned about high levels of 
arsenic and radionuclide in Lake Boehmer. The Committee directs 
the Department of the Interior and the EPA to work with the State 
of Texas and the Middle Pecos Groundwater Conservation District 
to assess the public health concerns at Lake Boehmer and reme-
diate the damage. 

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).—With the August 
4, 2020 enactment of the Great American Outdoors Act (Public Law 
116–152), Congress provided a permanent appropriation of 
$900,000,000 per year. The Act also mandated that account alloca-
tions and detailed project information be proposed by the Adminis-
tration each year through the President’s annual budget submis-
sion, and that such allocations, following review by the Committee, 
may be modified through an alternate allocation. A detailed table 
showing an LWCF alternate allocation by agency, account, activity, 
and project, including lists of specific Federal land acquisition 
projects and Forest Legacy Program projects, is included at the end 
of this report. 

The Committee encourages the NPS to prioritize funding under 
State and Local Assistance Programs to support the establishment 
of greenways, parks, trails, and other outdoor recreation facilities 
in honor of American veterans. 

The Committee includes bill language allowing the NPS to use 
up to 7 percent of the funds provided for State Conservation Grants 
as matching grants to support State program administrative costs. 
These funds will provide States with additional support to cover 
administrative costs associated with the program, which have in-
creased in recent years. The NPS is to apportion these funds to the 
States, District of Columbia, and insular areas on the basis of need 
as matching grants to support State administrative costs. Within 
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60 days of enactment of this Act, the Committee expects the De-
partment of the Interior to report on the number of grants awarded 
and the amount of each grant awarded. 

The Committee acknowledges the efforts by the Department of 
the Interior and the Forest Service to improve land acquisition effi-
ciency and effectiveness, including the appraisal process for Land 
and Water Conservation Fund and other projects. The Committee 
expects that additional guidance and policy changes will be imple-
mented to help improve timeliness, partnership efforts, and consist-
ency across all regions in the appraisal process, with continued con-
sideration of issues including third-party contracting, the release of 
appraisal reports, improved training and communication, and re-
turning some appraisal functions to the Department of the Interior 
bureaus from the Appraisals and Valuation Services Office. The 
Committee is also aware of the Department of the Interior’s goal 
to complete appraisals in 180 days, and the Forest Service’s goal 
to complete most appraisals in 120 days and some in 30–90 days 
and directs the Department of the Interior and the Forest Service 
to take the necessary steps to achieve these timelines. The Com-
mittee directs the Department of the Interior and the Forest Serv-
ice to provide quarterly updates to the Committee on all of these 
efforts. 

The Committee encourages the agencies to prioritize recreation 
access projects that improve access to public lands that may be sur-
rounded by non-public lands, which can sometimes be addressed 
with acquisition of small parcels. 

The Committee is aware that the LWCF funding provided in this 
report to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) for the Flint 
Hills Conservation Area would be used to acquire land easements 
in areas which lie both North of Township 21 South and East of 
Range 14 East, including those in Township 22 South and Range 
3 East through Range 9 East within the Kansas Public Lands Sur-
vey System. The FWS is directed to implement these funds as pro-
posed. 

The Committee is aware of a request submitted to the National 
Park Service (NPS) to review a land conversion in Gulf State Park, 
Alabama. The Committee directs NPS to complete its review of this 
request as soon as practicable. 

The Committee is aware of revisions to the requested list of Fed-
eral land acquisition projects and Forest Legacy Program projects 
under the LWCF for fiscal year 2024 and will review and revise, 
as appropriate, the project lists prior to enactment of this Act. 

Legacy Restoration Fund.—At the end of this report, the Com-
mittee has included an allocation of Legacy Restoration Fund 
projects pursuant to the Great American Outdoors Act (Public Law 
116–152). 

The Committee directs each relevant agency to provide a briefing 
within 90 days of enactment of this Act detailing the total amount 
of current outstanding deferred maintenance. 

Marijuana on Public Lands.—The Committee is aware that tres-
passers illegally grow marijuana on public lands in California. 
These unlawful activities harmfully impact the public, water, soil, 
and wildlife. The Committee supports Forest Service efforts to de-
velop tools to detect and eradicate grow sites. The Committee di-
rects the Forest Service and the BLM to continue to cooperate with 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:54 Jul 25, 2023 Jkt 052959 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\HR155.XXX HR155dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

P
O

R
T



10 

State, local, and Tribal governments on survey, reclamation, and 
prevention efforts to the maximum extent possible. 

Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act Compli-
ance.—The Committee is concerned compliance with the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 is still 
incomplete, and in certain cases compliance has been flaunted by 
offenders of the law. Native American Tribal governments are enti-
tled to timely and professional responses to requests for repatri-
ation, and the institutions housing these remains have a legal and 
moral obligation to grant those requests. The Department of the In-
terior is directed to develop a strategy to ensure full enforcement 
and compliance with the law and provide a report to the Com-
mittee on its efforts within 180 days of enactment of this Act. 

Offshore Lease Sales.—The bill includes language requiring the 
Secretary of the Interior to issue the 5-year oil and gas leasing pro-
gram for 2023–2028 and to conduct lease sales in Central Gulf of 
Mexico Planning Area, Western Gulf of Mexico Planning Area, and 
in the Alaska region. The Committee is aware of strong support for 
the terms and conditions in lease sale 257 and concerns with the 
terms and conditions in lease sale 259, and strongly encourages the 
Secretary to maximize the acreage offered, and to avoid unneces-
sary costs, stipulations, or conditions, in future lease sales. 

Onshore and Offshore Leasing and Permitting Transparency.— 
The Committee directs the Secretary to submit a report to the 
Committee and relevant authorizing Committees, within 30 days of 
enactment of this Act and annually thereafter, with the following 
relevant information from the Bureau of Land Management, the 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, and the Bureau of Safety 
and Environmental Enforcement: the status of each pending appli-
cation for a permit to drill, license for offshore geological or geo-
physical surveys, or expression of interest received each month dur-
ing the period of 365 days that ends on the date on which the re-
port is submitted, including the number of applications or permits 
received each month; a description of any cause of delay for pend-
ing permits or applications, how long the application or license has 
been pending, and a plan and timeline to complete review of each 
pending application; the number of permits, licenses, or applica-
tions issued each month; how each relevant agency determines 
whether to issue a license for geological or geophysical surveys, a 
permit to drill, or issue, extend, or suspend an oil and gas lease; 
when such determinations are sent to the national office for final 
approval; the degree to which regional offices exercise discretion on 
such final approval; the number of auctioned leases receiving ac-
cepted bids that have not been issued to winning bidders and the 
number of days such leases have not been issued; and a description 
of the uses of application for permit to drill fees paid by permit 
holders during the 5-year period ending on the date on which the 
report is submitted. 

Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT).—The PILT program provides 
compensation to local governments for the loss of tax revenue re-
sulting from the presence of Federal land in their county or State. 
The recommendation includes full funding for PILT for fiscal year 
2024 in Section 113 of Title I General Provisions. 

Pending Applications for Permits to Drill.—The Committee di-
rects the Secretary of the Interior to complete all requirements 
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under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.) and other applicable laws that must be met before 
issuance of a permit to drill and to issue a permit for all completed 
applications to drill that are pending on the date of the enactment 
of this Act within 30 days of enactment of this Act. 

Procurement of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).—The For-
est Service shall submit an annual report, in coordination with the 
Department of the Interior, to the Committee that outlines the spe-
cific costs, by Forest Service Region, for fully equipping individual 
firefighters on Type 1 Interagency Hotshot Crews, Smokejumpers, 
Helicopter Rappelers, Type 2 Initial Attack Handcrews, and other 
initial attack resources, such as fire engine modules and initial at-
tack modules, with the necessary PPE needed to safely engage in 
wildfire suppression. The report shall provide details on the criteria 
or standards for determining what constitutes firefighters being 
fully equipped, the types of personal protective equipment and unit 
level equipment required for the duration of fire assignments, and 
any relevant regulations or guidelines in which the Forest Service 
must adhere. 

Public Access.—The Department of the Interior and the Forest 
Service are directed to notify the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations in advance of any proposed project specifically in-
tending to close an area to recreational shooting, hunting, or fish-
ing on a nonemergency basis of more than 30 days. 

Staff Planning.—The Department of the Interior and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture shall each submit an annual report to the 
Committee on Appropriations and the Committees of jurisdiction 
on the staffing capacity of each respective agency with respect to 
issuing oil, gas, hardrock mining, coal, and renewable energy 
leases, as well as rights-of-way, claims, easements, and permits. 
For each listed lease and permit type, the report shall detail the 
number of staff assigned to process and issue each respective lease 
and permit type; a description of how many staff is needed to meet 
statutory requirements for each respective lease and permit type; 
and how each Department plans to address technological needs, 
staffing shortfalls, and turnover to ensure adequate staffing to 
process and issue the respective leases and permits. 

Public Availability of Data.—The Committee directs the Sec-
retary to publish on the website of the Department of the Interior 
within 30 days of enactment of this Act: the number of pending, ap-
proved, and not approved permits to drill or expressions of interest 
in nominated parcels for future onshore oil and gas lease sales and 
permits to drill on the outer Continental Shelf in the preceding 
month in each regional office; the number of pending and approved 
applications for licenses for offshore geological and geophysical sur-
veys in the preceding month; the number of approved and not ap-
proved permits to drill and expressions of interest for onshore oil 
and gas lease sales during the 5-year period ending on the date of 
enactment of this Act; the number of approved applications for li-
censes for offshore geological and geophysical surveys and permits 
to drill on the outer Continental Shelf each month during the 5- 
year period ending on the date of enactment of this Act. 

Tribal Consultations.—The Committee continues to stress the 
importance of agencies conducting ‘‘true’’ and ‘‘meaningful’’ govern-
ment-to-government consultation with Tribes. While most agency 
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consultations solicit input and feedback from Tribes, the commu-
nication is one way and agencies struggle to provide feedback to 
Tribes. Tribes report that they do not know whether and how their 
input is considered and how final allocations and decisions are 
made. On decisions made in consultation with Tribes, the Com-
mittee expects agencies funded in this bill to publish decision ra-
tionale in the context of and in reasonable detail to the Tribal 
input received during consultation. 

Vacant Grazing Allotments.—The Bureau of Land Management 
and the Forest Service are directed, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, to make vacant grazing allotments available to a holder of 
a grazing permit or lease when lands covered by the holder of the 
permit or lease are unusable because of drought or wildfire. 

TITLE I—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

MANAGEMENT OF LANDS AND RESOURCES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,368,969,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,497,069,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,180,645,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥188,324,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥316,424,000 

The Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) was created in 1946 
to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of public lands for 
the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. 

The Committee recommends $1,180,645,000 in new budget au-
thority for the Management of Lands and Resources appropriation. 
The table below provides the Committee’s recommendation by pro-
gram activity: 

Activity Recommendation 

Land Resources .............................................................................................................................................. $281,460,000 
Wildlife Habitat Management and Aquatic Resources .................................................................................. 188,466,500 
Recreation Management ................................................................................................................................. 74,766,000 
Energy and Minerals Management ................................................................................................................ 216,535,000 
Realty and Ownership Management .............................................................................................................. 71,851,000 
Resource Protection & Maintenance .............................................................................................................. 129,453,290 
Transportation and Facilities Maintenance ................................................................................................... 57,140,250 
Workforce and Organizational Support .......................................................................................................... 105,452,000 
National Conservation Lands ......................................................................................................................... 55,520,960 

Forestry Management.—Since 2013, the Bureau has implemented 
stewardship contracting projects in 13 States. The Committee en-
courages the Bureau to work with States to increase the contracts 
and agreements executed, as well as increase the timber product 
volume to further enhance this economic driver in rural commu-
nities. 

The Committee recognizes that healthy forests sequester and 
store carbon regardless of how old a forest is or where it is located. 
The Committee is concerned that the Bureau’s focus on old-growth 
forests encourages a forest management strategy that prioritizes 
well-known pinyon and juniper forests and neglects active manage-
ment across fire-prone, overgrown Federal lands and backcountry. 
The Committee strongly encourages the Bureau and the Forest 
Service to continue prescribed burning, grazing on forest lands, and 
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other active management strategies to help curb frequent, intense, 
and widespread wildfires. 

Grazing Permits.—The Committee is disappointed in the steadily 
increasing number of unprocessed grazing permits. As of February 
2023, the Bureau had over 10,700 unprocessed permits. Within the 
amount provided for Land Resources, the Committee recommends 
$28,000,000 for prioritization of the analysis, review, processing, 
and approval of grazing permits, as well as the administration of 
grazing permit renewals. 

Wild Horse and Burro Management.—The Committee rec-
ommends $154,787,000 to support implementation of the May 2020 
plan and includes up to $11,000,000 for the administration of and 
research on known and novel population growth suppression strate-
gies, including immunocontraceptive vaccines and permanent steri-
lization efforts, prioritizing implementation of existing 
immunocontraceptive vaccines when appropriate. 

The Committee supports plans that utilize a multi-pronged man-
agement strategy that includes the use of fertility control, targeted 
removals from the most heavily ecologically impacted and popu-
lated areas, expanding off-range holding facilities, and increasing 
the number of animals placed into private care. To better accom-
plish these goals, the Bureau should increase public/private part-
nerships, to include working with veterans and wild horse organi-
zations. The Bureau must also ensure that all removals are con-
ducted in strict compliance with the Bureau’s Comprehensive Ani-
mal Welfare Program. The strategy will not include any sale or ac-
tions that result in the destruction of healthy animals, which con-
tinues to be prohibited by this bill. The Bureau is encouraged to 
prioritize resources to ensure the program is at full staffing capac-
ity. 

The Committee restates the need for the Wild Horse and Burro 
Task Force to be actively engaged with all relevant bureaus and 
agencies having subject matter expertise. The Bureau is directed to 
provide quarterly updates to the Committee on the allocation of re-
sources, achievement of performance metrics, input from the Task 
Force, efficacy of identifying and relocating non-reproducing horses 
to different Herd Management Areas, and to discuss any proposed 
changes to the current course of action. 

Within the amount provided for Wildlife Habitat Management, 
the Committee recommends $73,000,000 for sage grouse conserva-
tion activities. 

The funding level provided for Energy and Minerals supports a 
balanced, all-of-the-above strategy for energy development to facili-
tate domestic energy production, generate revenue, and to support 
American jobs in the energy sector. 

Within the amount provided for Resource Protection and Mainte-
nance, the recommendation includes $11,000,000 in resource man-
agement planning for sage grouse conservation activities and 
$28,568,000 for Law Enforcement. 

The Committee supports addressing hard rock mine reclamation 
and focuses on the synergy between the Bureau and the Energy 
Community Revitalization Program. The recommendation includes 
$16,503,000 for remediation of abandoned mine land sites. 

Within the amount provided for National Conservation Lands, 
the Committee recommends $14,000,000 for National Scenic and 
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Historic Trails for trail operations, construction, and maintenance 
projects. 

Communication Site Management.—The Committee recommends 
$2,000,000 for communications site management. This amount is 
offset by $2,000,000 in offsetting collections. 

Mining Law Administration.—The Committee recommends 
$35,000,000 for mining law administration. This amount is offset 
by $73,000,000 in offsetting collections. 

Ambler Access Project Reporting.—The Committee acknowledges 
the Bureau has issued the Notice of Intent to begin the Ambler Ac-
cess Project’s supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS) 
and is working to finish the public scoping process and requests up-
dates on the timeline for issuing the final SEIS and Record of Deci-
sion. 

Aquifer Recharge.—The Committee directs the Bureau to con-
tinue its work with the State of Idaho to provide appropriate access 
to Federal lands for the purposes of recharge projects. 

Cost Recovery.—The Committee recommends $500,000 to update 
and implement regulations related to cost recovery pursuant to sec-
tion 453 of this Act. 

Domestic Coal.—The Committee remains concerned about the on-
going delays in the review and issuance of lease expansions, lease 
by applications, and other authorizations needed for domestic coal 
production on Federal lands. Such delays contribute to the loss of 
well-paying jobs in the coal sector, depriving the taxpayer of Fed-
eral revenue and the low-cost, reliable energy offered by domestic 
coal. The Committee directs the Bureau, in coordination with the 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue, to submit a report to the 
Committee not later than 90 days after enactment of this Act, that 
totals the loss of Federal royalty revenue through Secretarial Order 
3398, Executive Order 13990, and Executive Order 14008. Addi-
tionally, the Committee directs the Department of the Interior to 
re-examine the Federal coal moratorium and provide an updated 
distinction to how it applies between metallurgical (met) coal and 
thermal coal. The Committee notes that met (non-fuel) coal is used 
to produce coke, the primary source of carbon used in steel produc-
tion. In the domestic market, there is no suitable alternative to met 
coal in the steel manufacturing process, which is critical for compli-
ance with the Build America, Buy America Act. 

Energy Transmission Across Federal Lands. —The Committee 
encourages the Bureau to coordinate with the Department of En-
ergy to ensure appropriate understanding of the impact of Bureau 
policy and regulation on the high voltage electric transmission sys-
tem and to brief Congress not later than 180 days after enactment 
of this Act on the Bureau’s efforts to incorporate energy trans-
mission considerations into its rulemaking processes. 

Gay Mine Superfund.—The Committee directs the Bureau, in co-
ordination with the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, to initiate a rec-
lamation study to address the high walls and pit lakes on the Gay 
Mine Superfund Site located on the Fort Hall Reservation in Idaho. 
The Bureau is directed to consult with the Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes in furtherance of its treaty and trust responsibilities to the 
Tribes and engage the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA), and industry stakeholders to 
study potential reclamation solutions on the Site. The Bureau is 
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further directed to report to the Committee within 180 days of en-
actment of this Act on the status of the study. 

Hiring.—The Committee is concerned with the Bureau’s ability 
to fill empty positions at regional, high-volume Bureau offices that 
manage more than three million acres of Federal property, public 
land transactions, and permitting. The Committee supports appro-
priate adherence to the Office of Personnel Management’s hiring 
guidance, but also recommends using the direct-hire process and 
actions when experiencing a shortage of candidates or critical hir-
ing. 

Housing Needs.—The Committee directs the Bureau to provide a 
report within 180 days of enactment of this Act on the housing 
needs of Bureau employees living and working in rural commu-
nities. The report shall include any current barriers, such as mar-
ket rate requirements, and provide recommendations as needed. 

Hulen Meadows Pond.—The Committee directs the Bureau to 
work with Blaine County, Idaho and interested community stake-
holders to address the increased sediment buildup in the Hulen 
Meadows Pond by examining collaborative solutions to restoring 
the pond to adequate health through dredging and other cost-effec-
tive measures. The Committee directs the Bureau to provide a 
briefing within 90 days of enactment of this Act on planned actions 
to work with community stakeholders to utilize cost-effective solu-
tions to comprehensively address these sediment issues. 

Land Use Permits. —The Committee expects organizers of large-
ly attended events on Bureau lands to foster collaborative relations 
with the local government(s) of jurisdiction and provide documenta-
tion of such outreach. Additionally, the Committee supports the 
Bureau in its role as steward of America’s public lands to periodi-
cally audit widely attended events requiring a Special Recreation 
Permit. 

Local Governments.—The Committee urges Federal agencies 
seeking to withdraw Bureau-managed lands to include the counties 
of jurisdiction as cooperating agencies pursuant to 40 C.F.R. §
1508.1(e) in the environmental analysis process and directs the Bu-
reau not to approve such mineral withdrawals without appropriate 
levels of local government consultation. 

Manned Aircraft.—The Committee encourages the Bureau to con-
sider alternatives to the use of helicopters and manned fixed-wing 
aircraft in managing wild free-roaming horse and burro popu-
lations. The Bureau shall consider the economic opportunities pre-
sented using such alternatives, and the effects of aircraft, including 
unmanned aircraft systems, on wild free-roaming horse and burro 
populations. The Committee directs the Bureau to include feedback 
on the findings during the quarterly meetings with the Committee. 

National Seed Strategy/Plant Conservation Program.—The Com-
mittee continues to support the Bureau’s implementation of the 
National Seed Strategy and Plant Conservation Program. Within 
available funds, the Bureau is encouraged to address the research 
agenda identified in the Seed Strategy, support the interagency 
Native Plant Materials Development Program, the Seeds of Success 
program, the Plant Conservation Alliance, several regional native 
plant materials development programs, and related activities. The 
Committee supports the Bureau working across DOI to develop a 
policy that creates a preference for the use of regionally adapted 
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plant materials in restoration activities and includes identification 
of circumstances in which the use of non-native materials may be 
warranted. 

Onshore Wind Projects.—The Committee added a provision re-
lated to onshore wind projects in Idaho requiring the Comptroller 
General to produce a report identifying potential adverse effects of 
wind energy development on, but not limited to, wildlife, cultural 
resources, transportation, hunting, wetlands, and the connected 
surface and ground waters. 

Phosphate Mining.—The Committee is aware of the uses for 
phosphate rock and understands the importance of the availability 
of phosphate fertilizers for agriculture and food security purposes. 

Sage Grouse Plan Amendments.—The Committee is keenly aware 
that the Bureau is revisiting previous sage grouse plan amend-
ments. The Committee directs the Bureau to carefully coordinate 
with local communities, States, Federal agencies, Tribal govern-
ments, and stakeholders such as rural communities, oil and gas, 
energy development, mining, agricultural, and ranching industries 
before an Environmental Impact Statement is finalized. The Com-
mittee recognizes and supports that the States spanning the en-
tirety of sage grouse habitat have adopted their own collaborative, 
science-based conservation plans, tailored specifically to address lo-
calized landscape needs and recover the species. 

Surface Disturbance.—Within 90 days of enactment of this Act, 
the Bureau shall issue updated guidance to field offices concerning 
notices for mineral exploration submitted under 43 C.F.R. 3809.21 
clarifying that for purposes of that section, complete reclamation 
includes all lands regraded, reshaped or recontoured and reseeded 
in accordance with the applicable reclamation plan. 

OREGON AND CALIFORNIA GRANT LANDS 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 ............................................................ $120,334,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ..................................................................... 132,741,000 
Recommended, 2024 ......................................................................... 60,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................. ¥60,334,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 .............................................................. ¥72,741,000 

The Committee recommends $60,000,000 for the Oregon and 
California Grant Lands appropriation. 

The Committee once again directs the Bureau to maintain or en-
hance the current level of fire protection for western Oregon 
forestlands through its agreement with the State of Oregon. The 
Bureau is further directed to make a timely and full payment to 
the State of Oregon for costs incurred pursuant to the agreement. 

The Committee encourages the Bureau to utilize available fund-
ing provided by Congress in the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act to increase treatments in dry, fire-prone forests in south-
west Oregon, consistent with the direction for reserve forests in the 
2016 Resource Management Plan. 

Timber Targets.—The Committee directs the Bureau to report its 
timber sale accomplishments quarterly for sales that have been 
sold and awarded, rather than merely offered for sale. The Bureau 
is expected to report these activities in a manner consistent with 
the Forest Service, and only count awarded volume. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:54 Jul 25, 2023 Jkt 052959 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\HR155.XXX HR155dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

P
O

R
T



17 

RANGE IMPROVEMENTS 

The Committee recommends an indefinite appropriation of not 
less than $10,000,000 to be derived from public lands receipts and 
Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act lands grazing receipts, as re-
quested. 

SERVICE CHARGES, DEPOSITS, AND FORFEITURES 

The Committee recommends an indefinite appropriation esti-
mated to be $30,000,000 for Service Charges, Deposits, and Forfeit-
ures. The appropriation is fully offset through collections. 

MISCELLANEOUS TRUST FUNDS 

The Committee recommends an indefinite appropriation esti-
mated to be $26,000,000. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

The Committee continues long-standing Administrative Provi-
sions that facilitate efficient operations. 

UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Originating in 1871, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) is the oldest Federal conservation agency, and the only 
agency in the Federal government whose primary responsibility is 
management of biological resources for the American public. 

The Committee reminds the Service of its responsibility to re-
spond to Congressional inquiries and oversight requests. The Com-
mittee reminds the Service of the outstanding and unanswered re-
quests from Congress and directs the Service to respond to these 
requests as soon as possible. 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,555,684,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,854,058,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,340,019,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥215,665,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥514,039,000 

The Committee recommends $1,340,019,000 for Resource Man-
agement. In addition, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
provides the Service with $91,000,000 for fiscal year 2024. The 
table below provides the Committee’s recommendation by activity: 

Activity Recommendation 

Ecological Services ......................................................................................................................................... $270,430,000 
Habitat Conservation ...................................................................................................................................... 64,833,000 
National Wildlife Refuge System .................................................................................................................... 487,400,000 
Conservation and Enforcement ...................................................................................................................... 148,115,000 
Fish and Aquatic Conservation ...................................................................................................................... 222,568,000 
Science Applications ...................................................................................................................................... 30,298,000 
General Operations ......................................................................................................................................... 116,375,000 

Ecological Services.—The recommendation includes $270,430,000 
for Ecological Services. Program elements for this activity follow 
below. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:54 Jul 25, 2023 Jkt 052959 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\HR155.XXX HR155dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

P
O

R
T



18 

Listing.—The recommendation includes $21,058,200 for Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA) listing determinations and related activi-
ties. The Committee continues to support the Service’s efforts with 
local and regional stakeholders to develop voluntary solutions to 
conserve targeted species. 

Planning and Consultation.—The recommendation includes 
$108,772,200 for timely evaluations and permitting of development 
projects to ensure species are protected while allowing for develop-
ment that contributes to economic growth and job creation. This 
recommendation provides no less than $2,000,000 for pesticide con-
sultations to provide more certainty and guidance to applicants for 
how chemicals can continue to be available for production of food 
and fiber in the United States. 

The Committee acknowledges that the Service has issued guid-
ance to field offices and will be updating the Habitat Conservation 
Plan (HCP) Handbook on streamlining ESA section 7(a)(2) con-
sultations on Federal actions that authorize, fund, or carry out a 
covered activity that affects listed species in an approved HCP, 
which covers those species as permitted under section 10(a)(1)(B). 

Conservation and Restoration.—The recommendation includes 
$33,888,000 for Conservation and Restoration. The recommenda-
tion provides $3,390,000 for the Coastal Barrier Resources Act. 

As the Service works to develop or revise species range maps, the 
Committee recommends that the Service create maps at the sub- 
county level, when possible, to avoid unnecessary agency consulta-
tions and impacts to stakeholders that may not protect species or 
their habitats. 

Recovery.—The recommendation includes $106,711,600 for ESA 
recovery activities. The recommendation provides $4,750,000 for 
State of the Birds to respond to the urgent needs of critically en-
dangered birds; $15,000,000 for Recovery Challenge grants; 
$2,300,000 for Prescott Grants; and $2,000,000 for the wolf live-
stock demonstration program. 

The Committee directs the Service to incorporate adaptation ac-
tions into new and revised recovery plans and recovery implemen-
tation strategies, such as with the mosquito vector of avian pox and 
malaria in the revised Hawaiian Forest Birds recovery plan. The 
Service is directed to brief the Committee within 90 days of enact-
ment of this Act on how it is prioritizing recovery actions that im-
prove a species’ resiliency, redundancy, representation, and show 
direct evidence that these actions are incorporated into new and re-
vised recovery plans. 

Recovery Challenge grants are to be used to develop and update 
recovery plans and implement high priority recovery actions as pre-
scribed in recovery plans to recover Federally listed species. In 
cases where Recovery Plans are outdated or not finalized, proposed 
recovery actions must be supported in other Service-authored docu-
ments including draft recovery plans or Recovery Implementation 
Strategies. Actions should include, but are not limited to, geneti-
cally sound breeding, rearing, and reintroduction programs. Long-
standing partnerships, including for the northern aplomado falcon 
and California condor, are to be funded at no less than their cur-
rent levels, and partner contributions should be no less than their 
current amounts and provide at least a 50:50 partner match, which 
may include in-kind services. The remaining funds should be dedi-
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cated to new partnerships and should require at least a 50:50 part-
ner match, which may include in-kind services. Unless an affected 
State is a partner on the project, no funds may be awarded to a 
project until the project partners have consulted with such State. 
The Service is expected to continue to work with the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation to administer a portion of the program in 
full consultation with the Service and subject to Service approval 
of all grants and cooperative agreements. The Service is also ex-
pected to administer a portion of the program itself in support of 
partnerships to develop and implement recovery outlines, update 
recovery plans, and implement recovery actions benefiting species 
for which the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation is not engaged 
in conservation efforts. None of the funds may be used for indirect 
costs. The Service shall provide a report to the Committee within 
120 days after enactment of this Act which shall include the alloca-
tion of funds between the Service and the National Fish and Wild-
life Foundation and an evaluation of this collaboration; a break-
down of funding by project which contains appropriated and match-
ing funds and the estimated projection completion year; and the 
amount of highly ranked but unfunded project proposals. 

Habitat Conservation.—The recommendation for this activity in-
cludes $64,833,000 for voluntary, non-regulatory habitat conserva-
tion partnerships with public and private landowners, of which 
$54,240,300 is for the Partners for Fish and Wildlife. The Com-
mittee directs the Service to continue to provide technical and fi-
nancial assistance to landowners interested in restoring and en-
hancing wildlife habitat on their land. The Committee recognizes 
that many at-risk species inhabit private lands, and that the Serv-
ice cannot accomplish its mission without fully considering non-reg-
ulatory and voluntary collaborative conservation efforts with pri-
vate landowners. The Committee directs the Service to continue 
utilizing its grants and other programs to pursue collaborative spe-
cies conservation that leverages in-kind land access and expertise 
from private landowners. Overall, these ongoing collaborative con-
servation efforts with private landowners through partnerships and 
utilizations of conservation assistance tools play a vital role in con-
serving at-risk and listed species, allow for cooperation, and ulti-
mately help achieve important wildlife conservation outcomes. 

The recommendation provides $3,200,000 for nutria eradication. 
The funding provided allows the Service to work with relevant 
State wildlife and environmental restoration agencies to achieve 
control and eradication of all nutria populations and to help part-
ners restore land damaged by nutria. The Service is directed to 
prioritize lands adjacent to refuges, specifically along the Gulf 
Coast and the West Coast. 

National Wildlife Refuge System.—The recommendation includes 
$487,400,000 for the National Wildlife Refuge System. Program 
elements for this activity follow below. 

Wildlife and Habitat Management.—The recommendation in-
cludes $1,250,000 for the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Ma-
rine National Monument, of which no less than $700,000 is for edu-
cation and research. 

The Committee notes that the European green crab is a globally 
damaging invasive species that can survive in a wide range of 
water temperatures and salinities and has become established in 
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many temperate coastal zones in areas around the world. Pre-
venting the spread and establishment of invasive European green 
crab will support Tribal, commercial, and recreational fisheries— 
including for Dungeness crab and Puget Sound chinook. 

The Committee continues to encourage the Service to review 
trapping signage and ensure the signage is in good, readable condi-
tion, and to replace any damaged or unreadable signs. The Service 
shall continue reporting on trapping information to the Committee 
on an annual basis. Furthermore, for each refuge listed online as 
allowing trapping, the Service is to specify whether the trapping is 
conducted by private trappers for recreational purposes and/or by 
the government for management purposes. The Committee directs 
the Service to report within 60 days of enactment of this Act on the 
findings from the evaluation on trapping practices done in collabo-
ration with the Department of Agriculture, Wildlife Services. 

Refuge Maintenance.—The Committee directs continued manage-
ment of the more than 2,500 miles of trails, including significant 
portions of 15 National Scenic and Historic trails, across 860 miles 
of public lands in 21 States that the Service oversees. The Com-
mittee encourages the Service to consider cooperative agreements 
with non-profit organizations that support trails. For trails 
projects, the Committee understands funding from this account is 
supplemented with funding from the Federal Lands Transportation 
Program, which comes from the Highway Trust Fund, and from the 
Great American Outdoors Act. The Service is directed to continue 
to include a current and projected deferred maintenance backlog in 
its annual budget request. 

Quivira National Wildlife Refuge.—The Committee is aware of 
efforts by the Service to resolve an impairment against junior 
water rights holders in the area near the Quivira National Wildlife 
Refuge. The Committee recognizes the importance of the Service 
working with local stakeholders on reaching a collaborative, vol-
untary and non-regulatory solution to resolve the impairment. 
Within the funding provided, the Service shall work to improve 
water use efficiency through activities not limited to hiring addi-
tional full and part time employees, maintaining, improving, re-
placing, and upgrading refuge infrastructure, and management ac-
tivities to remove sediment and control invasive species. 

Conservation and Enforcement.—The recommendation includes 
$148,115,000 for Conservation and Enforcement. Program elements 
for this activity follow below. 

ePermits.—The Committee understands concerns exist regarding 
ongoing backlogs of the ePermits system for non-native CITES-list-
ed species for international and interstate movement. While the 
Committee recognizes the Service is working to process these per-
mits, additional efforts are needed to shorten wait times and clear 
the backlog. Within 90 days of enactment of this Act, the Service 
is directed to provide a report to the Committee that includes a 
five-year historical comparison of how many permits were in the 
queue, how many permits were processed, how many permits were 
newly filed, as well as a review of the process and possible sugges-
tions for improvement. 

Migratory Bird Management.—The recommendation provides 
$17,000,000 for North American Waterfowl Management Plan/Joint 
Ventures (JV). The JV program brings together diverse partners to 
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support cost-effective, community-based, voluntary conservation for 
birds, other wildlife, and people. 

The Committee directs the Service to collaborate with other Fed-
eral agencies and States on a study of the impact of double-crested 
cormorants and white pelicans on yellow perch and sport fish popu-
lations in Federal waters adjacent to Washington Island, Pilot Is-
land, and northern Door County. The Committee encourages the 
Service to review the compatibility determination on the Green Bay 
National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan for 
double-crested cormorant management and fish rehabilitation with 
consideration given to area residents’ concerns relating to the cu-
mulative impact of high-density colonies of cormorants on local 
economies and the historic structures on Pilot Island. 

Where certain bird species such as Canadian geese and cor-
morants overwhelm ecosystems near urban centers, the Service is 
encouraged to continue to support control activities of individuals, 
corporations, municipalities, States, Tribes, and other Federal 
agencies such as public health control orders or special double- 
crested cormorant permits to assure public health as well as re-
gional or environmental health. 

The Committee is increasingly concerned about the significant 
and increasing delays in the Service’s review and processing of per-
mit applications for the non-commercial research, rescue, and 
transportation of species under its jurisdiction, which can under-
mine both the welfare and conservation of these species. The Serv-
ice is directed to brief the Committee on the resources required to 
reduce the processing time and backlog of these permit applications 
within 120 days of enactment of this Act. 

Law Enforcement.—The recommendation includes $104,400,000 
for Law Enforcement. The Committee is aware of the Service’s ad-
ditional responsibilities pursuant to the enactment of Public Law 
117–243 and encourages the Service to collaborate with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Department of Justice. The Service is di-
rected to provide a briefing to the Committee within 180 days of 
enactment of this Act on staffing, implementation, and enforcement 
status and additional funding needs related to Public Law 117–243. 
The Service should also include the roles of Law Enforcement and 
International Affairs in combating global trafficking; assisting with 
building capacity to improve law enforcement in other countries; 
detecting and deterring illegal import and export of wildlife; and 
improving information sharing and enhancing capabilities for stop-
ping high-risk illegal shipments of wildlife into the United States. 

International Affairs.—The Committee is aware of concerns re-
lated to the Service’s oversight in the administration of its inter-
national conservation grants. The Service should continue to imple-
ment increased accountability measures for these grants to ensure 
taxpayer dollars do not inadvertently support perpetrators of 
human rights abuses. Within 180 days of enactment of this Act, the 
Committee directs the Service to provide a briefing to the Com-
mittee on the additional oversight mechanisms implemented for 
international conservation grants. 

Fish and Aquatic Conservation.—The recommendation includes 
$222,568,000 for Fish and Aquatic Conservation. Program elements 
for this activity follow below. 
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National Fish Hatchery System Operations.—The recommenda-
tion provides $76,356,000 for National Fish Hatchery Systems Op-
erations. 

The Committee encourages the Service to carry out sampling of 
re-introduced lake sturgeon and monitor the survival of juvenile 
lake sturgeon after they are stocked to determine whether the 
stocking rates should be increased to meet the target stock level. 

Aquatic Habitat and Species Conservation.—The recommendation 
includes $135,341,000 for Aquatic Habitat and Species Conserva-
tion. A discussion of the program components follows below. 

Habitat Assessment and Restoration.—The recommendation in-
cludes $48,266,000, of which $200,000 is for the Truckee River Op-
erating Agreement, $7,164,000 is for the National Fish Habitat Ac-
tion Plan, and $13,500,000 is to implement the Delaware River 
Basin Conservation Act. The recommendation maintains the fiscal 
year 2023 funding level for the National Fish Passage Program. 
The Service is directed to continue to work with Tribal partners on 
fish passage technologies and fish restoration activities. 

Population Assessment and Cooperative Management.—The rec-
ommendation provides $36,932,000, which includes $6,000,000 for 
the Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act. The Great 
Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act is supplemented with 
funding from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. The rec-
ommendation includes $1,000,000 for the Lake Champlain Sea 
Lamprey program. The recommendation provides $1,000,000 for 
the Service to continue to work with the State of Maryland, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and other partners 
on eradication of invasive northern snakehead and to finalize their 
plan for eradication in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. The Com-
mittee reminds the Service of the briefing required by House Re-
port 117–400. 

Aquatic Invasive Species.—The recommendation includes 
$50,143,000, of which $7,000,000 is to implement subsection 5(d)(2) 
of the Lake Tahoe Restoration Act which is supplemented by fund-
ing provided in Public Law 117–58 as outlined in the Service’s 
spend plan contained in the fiscal year 2024 budget justification. 

The Committee continues to support the Service in working to 
prevent invasive carp from entering the Great Lakes, and to con-
trol and eradicate them from the Mississippi River, its six sub-ba-
sins, the Upper Mississippi River, Missouri River, Arkansas-Red 
White River, Lower Mississippi River, Tennessee Cumberland 
River, and Ohio River, and Kentucky Lake, and Lake Barkley. This 
recommendation includes $29,000,000 for invasive carp, of which 
$4,000,000 is for contract fishing and no less than $500,000 is for 
a new university collaboration, $3,500,000 is to prevent the spread 
of quagga and zebra mussels in the West, of which $1,250,000 is 
for National Invasive Species Act State and Interstate plan. The 
Service is encouraged to pursue technologies to aid in the elimi-
nation, mitigation, or control of aquatic nuisance species and 
invasive species that do not result in the addition of chemical 
agents to the ecosystem that can lead to harmful by-products such 
as algal blooms. 

The $4,000,000 provided for contract fishing will advance efforts 
to combat invasive carp by expanding and perfecting the combined 
use of contract fishing, including on the Chicago Area Waterways 
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system, and deterrents to extirpate invasive carp, including grass 
carp, where already established, pursuant to individual State laws 
and regulations and as called for in management plans. Contract 
fishing has proven to be an extremely effective management tool 
and it is not meant to develop a sustainable commercial fishery. 
The Department should make every effort to make public an-
nouncements regarding contract fishing. 

The Committee recognizes the importance of understanding the 
current economic situation as it relates to the removal and avail-
able uses of invasive carp. The Committee directs the Service to re-
view how invasive carp that are removed through contract fishing 
or by other means are being utilized. To ensure best practices, the 
Committee directs the Service to collaborate with State Depart-
ments of Natural Resources to survey the current and potential 
uses, including human consumption, and shall report their findings 
to Congress within 120 days of enactment of this Act. 

With the $500,000 provided for a new university collaboration, 
the Service shall establish a Conservation Research Unit (CRU) at 
a land-grant institution within a State that does not currently have 
a Wildlife CRU. Priority should be given to funding a CRU that can 
serve the diverse array of terrestrial ecosystems that encompass 
those located within the Tennessee River Basin, from the Appa-
lachian Mountains to the Mississippi Delta. 

Science Applications.—The recommendation provides $30,298,000 
for Science Applications. 

The Committee notes that the health, safety, and security of 
shellfish and fish stocks in the Gulf of Mexico is economically, envi-
ronmentally, and culturally important to the Alabama-Mississippi 
Gulf Coast. The recommendation includes no less than $2,000,000 
for the Service to support necessary university-based seafood safety 
plus fish and shellfish health monitoring activities in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The recommendation maintains the enacted level for ecosystem 
restoration of the Gulf Coast. The recommendation also provides 
$8,000,000 for the Chesapeake WILD grant program to solicit pro-
posals to achieve Chesapeake WILD Program goals of restoring 
water quality and habitats in the Chesapeake Bay. The Service will 
brief the Committee on the framework, staffing, criteria for grants, 
and monitoring established for this new grant program. 

The Committee encourages the Service to partner with a univer-
sity with an established Water Institute to bolster interdisciplinary 
applied research to address biodiversity and watershed manage-
ment. In order to ensure that watershed assessment, modeling and 
protection better meets future engineering needs of non-structural 
engineering, the Service is directed to ensure that water institute 
partners have robust research footprints that involve other Federal 
agencies, including National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, U.S. Geological Survey, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Within the amount provided for General Operations, the rec-
ommendation includes not more than $3,500,000 for the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, of which not more than $100,000 is 
for associated administrative expenses. 

Everglades.—The Everglades Headwaters National Wildlife Ref-
uge and Conservation Area was created to protect one of the last 
remaining grassland and longleaf pine savanna landscapes in east-
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ern North America while securing water resources for seven million 
people in south Florida. The Committee continues its support for 
collaborative efforts to protect, restore, and conserve habitats for 
one of the greatest ecological treasures of the United States. The 
recommendation provides no less than the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
level, across multiple programs for Everglades restoration. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $29,904,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 50,951,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 15,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥14,904,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥35,951,000 

The Committee recommends $15,000,000 for Construction. For 
line-item construction, the Service is expected to follow the project 
priority list in the fiscal year 2024 budget justification. 

When a construction project is completed or terminated and ap-
propriated funds remain, the Service may use those balances to re-
spond to unforeseen reconstruction, replacement, or repair of facili-
ties or equipment damaged or destroyed by storms, floods, fires, 
and similar unanticipated natural events. 

COOPERATIVE ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND 

The Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund 
(CESCF; Section 6 of the Endangered Species Act), administered by 
the Service’s Ecological Services program, provides grant funding to 
States and Territories for species and habitat conservation actions 
on non-Federal lands, including habitat acquisition, conservation 
planning, habitat restoration, status surveys, captive propagation 
and reintroduction, research, and education. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $24,564,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 23,702,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 22,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥2,564,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥1,702,000 

The Committee recommends $22,000,000 for the Cooperative En-
dangered Species Conservation Fund. 

The Committee understands that the Service has engaged Habi-
tat Conservation Plan (HCP) stakeholders in a process leading to 
modifications in the most recent notice of funding opportunity 
(NOFO) and encourages ongoing reforms and refinements of the 
CESCF/Sec. 6 NOFO grant-making process in the area of HCP 
Land Acquisition grants. 

The Service shall provide the Committee a report, within 120 
days of enactment of this Act, that describes and names each active 
plan over 10,000 acres that has a specific Federal and/or State com-
mitment to acquire land, specifying the total Federal acres com-
mitted, percentage of the total HCP represented by the Federal 
commitment, Federal acres acquired to date, and costs of those 
Federal acres acquired to date. Additionally, the report shall enu-
merate names, locations, and indicate the year established (to in-
clude planning stage and permit date) for the entire catalog of ac-
tive federally permitted HCPs over 10,000 acres. 
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NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE FUND 

The National Wildlife Refuge Fund shares refuge revenues and 
makes payments in lieu of taxes to counties in which Service lands 
are located. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $13,228,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 0 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 13,228,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ +13,228,000 

The Committee recommends $13,228,000 for the National Wild-
life Refuge Fund. 

Refuge Revenue Sharing Act.—The Committee is concerned that 
rural communities that rely on Refuge Revenue Sharing for a large 
percentage of their schools funding have not received the level of 
funding determined by the legislative formula since 2011. Within 
180 days of enactment of this Act, the Committee directs the Serv-
ice to brief the Committee on potential changes to the Refuge Rev-
enue Sharing Act formula to disburse funds more equitably to rural 
communities, especially those which consistently receive less than 
30 percent of the funds authorized. 

NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS CONSERVATION FUND 

The North American Wetlands Conservation Act of 1989 pro-
vided matching grants to support projects that protect, enhance, 
and restore habitat for wetland-dependent birds and other wildlife 
in the United States, Canada, and Mexico. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $50,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 50,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 48,500,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥1,500,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥1,500,000 

The Committee recommends $48,500,000 for the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Fund. 

NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $5,100,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 9,910,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 5,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥100,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥4,910,000 

The Committee recommends $5,000,000 for Neotropical Migra-
tory Bird Conservation. 

MULTINATIONAL SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND 

The Multinational Species Conservation Fund provides critical 
technical and financial assistance to local communities, wildlife au-
thorities, and non-governmental organizations in range countries 
for on-the-ground conservation work. 
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Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $21,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 22,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 20,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥1,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥2,000,000 

The Committee recommends $20,000,000 for the Multinational 
Species Conservation Fund (MSCF) to protect priority species. 

STATE AND TRIBAL WILDLIFE GRANTS 

The State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Program provides grants to 
States and Federally recognized Tribes, the District of Columbia, 
Commonwealths, and Territories to conserve fish and wildlife and 
their habitats, with a special focus on at-risk species that are not 
hunted or fished. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $73,812,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 76,612,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 72,612,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥1,200,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥4,000,000 

The Committee recommends $72,612,000 for State and Tribal 
Wildlife Grants. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

The Administrative Provisions include long-standing items that 
facilitate efficient operations. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

The mission of the National Park Service (Service) is to preserve 
unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values of the 
national park system for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration 
of this and future generations. Established in 1916, the Service has 
stewardship responsibilities for the protection and preservation of 
the heritage resources of the national park system, which consists 
of 424 separate and distinct units. In addition, the Service provides 
support to Tribal, local, and State governments to preserve cul-
turally significant, ecologically important, and public recreational 
lands. 

OPERATION OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $2,923,424,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 3,189,757,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 2,654,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥269,424,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥535,757,000 

The Committee recommends $2,654,000,000 for Operation of the 
National Park System (ONPS). 

The recommendation provides funding for base operations, spe-
cifically for the purpose of maintaining operations and access to 
Service units and sites. Offsets are taken from non-base project ac-
counts. 

In addition to the amount provided under this heading, the Serv-
ice has received $500,000,000 in supplemental funding for hiring. 
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Within the total amount provided, the table below makes rec-
ommendations for specific programs: 

Program Recommendation 

Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers .............................................................................................................. $5,300,000 
National Trails System ................................................................................................................................... 18,856,000 
National Networks .......................................................................................................................................... 9,143,000 
National Park Foundation ............................................................................................................................... 15,000,000 
Everglades Restoration ................................................................................................................................... 11,661,000 

Additional guidance is provided below. 
Resource Stewardship.—The Committee continues the directive 

provided in House Report 117–400 regarding the distribution of 
funds for the National Networks. 

Everglades Restoration.—The Committee notes the substantial 
progress made toward restoration of the Everglades ecosystem and 
continues to support this multi-year effort. As restoration efforts 
continue, it is encouraged that the northern headwaters of the Ev-
erglades be given special consideration. 

Visitor Services.—The National Capital Area Performing Arts 
Program is funded at no less than the enacted level. 

Additionally, the Committee directs the Service to brief the Com-
mittee on the National Capital Area Performing Arts Program 
within 90 days of enactment of this Act. The briefing shall include 
the fiscal years 2022, 2023, and 2024 allocation of funds between 
current recipients, method of award, and the feasibility, eligibility 
and cost of providing funding to additional known interested enti-
ties, such as for events honoring our nation’s veterans, and other 
relevant factors. 

Additional Guidance.—The Committee has included the following 
additional guidance with respect to funding provided under this ac-
count: 

America’s First Frontier.—The Committee urges the Service to 
advance interpretive efforts at existing Service sites and in collabo-
ration with other Federal, State, and local agencies, including other 
bureaus within the Department of the Interior, to detail the start 
of westward expansion through the Northwest Territory, which are 
the territories west of the Ohio River that opened for settlement 
pursuant to the Northwest Ordinance, known as America’s First 
Frontier. 

Appalachian Scenic Trail.—The Committee is aware that many 
parks, including the Appalachian Scenic Trail, are experiencing in-
creased visitation and support needs and encourages the Service to 
include sufficient resources in future budget requests to address 
these needs. 

Automated License Plate Readers.—The Committee is aware of 
concerns regarding the Service’s use of automated license plate 
readers. The Committee directs the Service to submit a report 
within 120 days of enactment of this Act detailing any pilot or on-
going use of automated license plate readers in national parks, in-
cluding the information collected and the specific purposes for 
which the readers are used. 

Assateague Island National Seashore.—The Committee is frus-
trated by the lack of response from the Service on Congressional 
inquiries regarding the Service’s authority to regulate certain areas 
of the Assateague Island National Seashore, specifically as it re-
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lates to the jurisdictional authority of the dry land located between 
the mean high tide line and the water line. The Service is directed 
to brief the Committee within 60 days of enactment of this Act on 
this authority as well as any applicable regulations, permits, or 
limits on uses of various types of vehicles. 

Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor.—The Com-
mittee continues to support the Service’s cooperative agreement 
with the local coordinating entity for the Blackstone River Valley 
National Heritage Corridor. 

Broadband.—The Committee encourages the Service to expand 
and improve remote broadband and communications capacity, in-
cluding the use of improved satellite systems in locations where 
terrestrial broadband is not feasible. 

Concessions.—The Committee directs the Service to brief the 
Committee within 180 days of enactment of this Act on any poten-
tial relief or resources the Service could provide to concessions con-
tracted with the Service, including those in coastal regions, that 
have experienced financial hardship over the last few years. 

Columbus Circle.—The Committee recognizes the number of visi-
tors to our nation’s capital each year and encourages the Service 
to clean and rehabilitate monuments in the nation’s capital, such 
as the Columbus Circle and Fountain. 

Cumberland Island National Seashore.—The Committee con-
tinues to encourage the Service to work with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to identify tools to address erosion along the Cum-
berland Island National Seashore. The Service is directed to keep 
the Committee apprised of its work and developments in this area. 

El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail.—The Com-
mittee continues to encourage the Service to emphasize and in-
crease collaborations with local non-profit organizations to support 
research and renewal efforts of the El Camino Real de los Tejas 
National Historic Trail. The Service is directed brief the Committee 
on these efforts within 60 days of enactment of this Act. 

Every Kid Outdoors Program.—Within the funds provided, the 
Service should aim to support the work of the Every Kid Outdoors 
Program and is encouraged to look for ways to leverage resources 
in order to maximize support for the program. 

Expanding Access.—The Committee encourages the Service to 
identify ways to improve and expand options for visitors to access 
parks via roadways, which could include but is not limited to a 
shuttle system or additional routes. The Service is also encouraged 
to work with the U.S. Geological Survey to identify potential oppor-
tunities for trail connectivity within parks and Federal lands adja-
cent to parks. The Service is directed to assess both road and trail 
access at no less than seven of the largest national parks by acre-
age that also have high visitation, and to brief the Committee on 
its findings within 180 days of enactment of this Act. 

Funding for Public Law 115–102.—The Committee provides 
$2,500,000 for Public Law 115–102 but defers to the committees of 
jurisdiction for any required changes to the underlying authorizing 
language. 

Glacier National Park.—The bill includes language prohibiting 
funding for the vehicle reservation system at Glacier National 
Park. The Committee directs the Service to consider alternative ap-
proaches to visitor management that prioritize increasing public ac-
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cess. The Service should consider the impact on, and opportunities 
for, local residents and communities when evaluating these ap-
proaches. The Committee directs the Service to brief the Com-
mittee within 90 days of enactment of this Act on its plan for alter-
native approaches, along with ongoing updates. 

Lake Mead.—The Committee has strong concerns with the poten-
tial for closures of any boat ramps or marinas at the Lake Mead 
National Recreation Area as part of the Sustainable Low Water Ac-
cess Plan. The Service is directed to provide a report to the Com-
mittee within 120 days of enactment of this Act that discusses the 
status of the plan, as well as the costs associated with any infra-
structure improvements necessary to maintain public access across 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area as conditions change, along 
with funding commitments in fiscal year 2023 and fiscal year 2024 
to maintain access despite these changing conditions. 

Additionally, the Committee encourages the Service to identify 
partnerships, including with academic institutions, to help evalu-
ate, identify, and protect historic resources within Lake Mead Na-
tional Recreation Area. 

Low-Speed Vehicles.—The Committee is aware the Service makes 
use of low-speed vehicles where appropriate and encourages the 
Service to continue their use when they can achieve the manage-
ment needs of the parks. 

Mitigating the Impacts of Threatened Oceanfront Structures and 
Infrastructure.—The Committee notes that communities along the 
coast of North Carolina, including in Dare County and Hyde Coun-
ty, are continuing to deal with ongoing beach erosion issues. Recog-
nizing the potential impact erosion can have on villages, resi-
dences, and commercial businesses, the Committee notes the April 
2021 Cape Hatteras National Seashore Joint Record of Decision 
provides a framework for permitting sediment management activi-
ties requested by local jurisdictions, utilities, Federal and State 
agencies, and others. The Committee directs the Service to con-
tinue work in coordination with local stakeholders to identify po-
tential long-term, cost-effective sediment management activities, 
including but not limited to beach nourishment, dune stabilization, 
emergency beach repair, buyout and relocation assistance programs 
to help property owners and minimize impacts to public lands, and 
transportation solutions that are resilient to coastal hazards. With-
in 90 days of enactment of this Act, the Committee directs the 
Service to provide a report outlining erosion hot spots that affect 
neighboring communities and transportation corridors of the Sea-
shore. The report should also include any updates on the North 
Carolina 12 Task Force’s activities, Dare County potential beach 
renourishment solutions, relevant costs, and any planned partner 
actions the Service is aware of as a result of the ongoing feasibility 
study related to beach renourishment at Rodanthe, including solu-
tions, relevant costs, and any planned partner activities. 

Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Office.—The Com-
mittee is aware of the work the Natural Resource Stewardship and 
Science Office does to leverage science capacity with programs such 
as Research Learning Centers, Cooperative Ecosystem Studies 
Units, and other academic, nonprofit, and private entities. The 
Service is encouraged to continue this work. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:54 Jul 25, 2023 Jkt 052959 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\HR155.XXX HR155dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

P
O

R
T



30 

Outreach.—The Committee directs the Service to continue efforts 
to increase outreach, make parks more accessible, increase recruit-
ment, and develop partnerships and programs that contribute to 
the mission of the National Park Service. The Service is directed 
to report to the Committee on these outreach efforts within 60 days 
of enactment of the Act. 

Partnership Wild & Scenic Rivers.—The Committee notes that 
Public Law 117–328 authorizes the Service to study the Kissimmee 
River and the Little Manatee Wild and Scenic River for inclusion 
in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Program. The Service is directed to 
complete the authorized studies in a timely manner. The Com-
mittee also recognizes there is interest in evaluating the Florida 
National Spring system in Northern and Central Florida for pos-
sible inclusion in the Wild & Scenic Rivers Program and encour-
ages the Service to keep the Committee apprised of any planned 
actions related to these efforts. 

Pilot Program.—The Committee directs the Service to conduct a 
pilot program at no less than three parks for the purpose of im-
proving and increasing access for U.S. military members and their 
dependents, Gold Star Families, and military veterans with a Mili-
tary Lifetime or Annual Pass at parks that require a reservation 
for park entrance. The pilot program should address challenges re-
lated to reservations required for entry. The Service shall update 
the Committee on an ongoing basis with the plans for and results 
of the pilot program. 

Public Access.—The Service is encouraged to identify potential 
alternative or public access routes for recently expanded park 
units. 

Public Input and Report on Lake Powell Recreation.—The Com-
mittee notes that the amount of water at Lake Powell has rapidly 
declined over the last several years due to severe drought condi-
tions. The Committee is disappointed by the Service’s level of com-
munication with groups, including those that use Lake Powell for 
recreation, regarding the Service’s decisions related to lake access. 
Given the ongoing challenges posed by the changing lake levels and 
conditions, to facilitate better engagement and discussions among 
groups with mutual interests in maintaining lake access, the Com-
mittee directs the Service to establish a process to receive, con-
sider, and respond to input from the public on matters involving 
public access to, and recreation uses of, the Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area. The process should also include establishing 
timelines and processes for notifying relevant impacted groups 
ahead of any change in access to the lake. The Committee directs 
the Service to submit a report within 90 days of enactment of this 
Act detailing the establishment of a forum or process for public 
input as described above and shall provide continued updates to 
the Committee on the process. 

As part of this effort, the Committee directs the Service to pro-
vide a report no later than 60 days after enactment of this Act out-
lining infrastructure improvements necessary to maintain public 
access across Glen Canyon National Recreation Area and Rainbow 
Bridge National Monument as conditions change. The report 
should include estimated costs for each location, as well as funding 
commitments in fiscal year 2023 and 2024, to ensure continued 
lake access despite these changing conditions. 
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Resource Stewardship.—The Committee continues to encourage 
the Service to respond to the urgent landscape-scale needs of criti-
cally endangered forest birds with habitats in national parks. 
These species face increased threats and imminent extinction from 
non-native mosquitoes that carry avian malaria and other patho-
gens. 

Additionally, the Committee encourages the Service to use 
grasses, such as turfgrasses, and native plants that require less 
water, fertilizer, and other inputs for landscapes and national his-
toric sites. The Service is also encouraged to utilize applied re-
search from land-grant university specialists, train personnel in es-
tablishing and maintaining sustainable landscapes, cooperate with 
Federal and State university researchers to identify drought, heat, 
and pest resistant grasses, and identify ways to maximize the use 
of sustainable landscape systems and their carbon capture benefits. 

Visitation.—As the Service develops funding estimates for sites 
within the National Park System, the Committee continues to en-
courage the Service to consider how annual visitation trends may 
impact operations at each park, among other factors. 

NATIONAL RECREATION AND PRESERVATION 

The National Recreation and Preservation account provides for 
outdoor recreation planning, preservation of cultural and national 
heritage resources, technical assistance to Federal, State and local 
agencies, and administration of Historic Preservation Fund grants. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $92,512,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 95,217,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 80,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥12,512,000 
Budget estimate, 2023 ................................................................ ¥15,217,000 

The Committee recommends $80,000,000 for National Recreation 
and Preservation. Within the total amount provided, the table 
below makes recommendations for specific programs: 

Program Recommendation 

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance ................................................................................................. $13,000,000 
Chesapeake Gateway and Trails .................................................................................................................... 3,027,000 
Native American Graves Protection ................................................................................................................ 3,407,000 
American Indian and Native Hawaiian .......................................................................................................... 2,750,000 
Japanese Confinement Site Grants ................................................................................................................ 4,655,000 
9/11 Memorial Act Grants .............................................................................................................................. 4,000,000 
Heritage Partnership Program ........................................................................................................................ 30,331,000 

Heritage Partnership Programs.—The Committee provides suffi-
cient funding for each heritage area to receive no less than the 
amount provided in fiscal year 2023 and provides the minimum 
funding levels for all Tier 1 and Tier 2 areas. 

Additional Guidance.—The Committee has included additional 
guidance with respect to funding provided under this account: 

Crossroads of the West National Historic District.—The Cross-
roads of the West National Historic District is an important geo-
graphical and historical area in northern Utah representing the 
center of the western U.S. and sites associated with the completion 
of the first transcontinental railroad in the State. The Service is 
encouraged to continue working with the Committee, the author-
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izing committees of jurisdiction, and relevant stakeholders to help 
preserve and interpret sites in the District for the educational and 
inspirational benefit of the public and to enhance cultural and com-
patible economic redevelopment within the District. 

Cultural Programs.—The recommendation includes funding to 
support programs for Native American, Native Hawaiian, or Alas-
ka Native culture and arts development. The Service is encouraged 
to identify barriers to participation in these programs. 

Feasibility Studies.—The Service is encouraged to complete the 
National Heritage Area feasibility studies authorized by Public 
Law 117–339. 

National Historic Landmarks.—The Committee is aware of the 
pending application for the Quindaro Townsite in Kansas to be des-
ignated as a National Historic Landmark and encourages the Serv-
ice to complete its evaluation of this application in a timely man-
ner. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND 

The Historic Preservation Fund supports the State historic pres-
ervation offices to perform a variety of functions. These include 
State management and administration of existing grant obliga-
tions; review and advice on Federal projects and actions; deter-
minations and nominations to the National Register; Tax Act cer-
tifications; and technical preservation services. The States also re-
view properties to develop data for planning use. Funding in this 
account also supports direct grants to qualifying organizations for 
individual preservation projects and for activities in support of her-
itage tourism and local historic preservation. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $204,515,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 177,900,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 175,400,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥29,115,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥2,500,000 

The Committee recommends $175,400,000 for historic preserva-
tion. The table below recommends funding by program: 

Program Recommendation 

State Historic Preservation Offices ................................................................................................................ $62,150,000 
Tribal Historic Preservation Offices ............................................................................................................... 23,000,000 
Competitive Grants ......................................................................................................................................... 30,250,000 
Save America’s Treasures .............................................................................................................................. 26,500,000 
Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization ................................................................................................................. 12,500,000 
Grants to Historically Black Colleges and Universities ................................................................................. 11,000,000 
Semiquincentennial ........................................................................................................................................ 10,000,000 

Competitive Grants.—The Committee directs that no less than 
the enacted level be provided to each program within the Competi-
tive Grants Subactivity. 

Additional Guidance.—The Committee has included the following 
additional guidance with respect to funding provided under this ac-
count: 

Hispanic Heritage Sites.—The Committee is aware of efforts by 
the Service to recognize Hispanic heritage at park units across the 
country and directs the Service to complete and submit to the Com-
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mittee the study required by House Report 116–100 within 60 days 
of enactment of the Act. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $239,803,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 286,625,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 114,600,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥125,203,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥172,025,000 

The Committee recommends $114,600,000 for Construction. 

CENTENNIAL CHALLENGE 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $15,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 15,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 15,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends $15,000,000 for the Centennial 
Challenge matching grant program. 

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

Originating in 1879, the United States Geological Survey (USGS) 
is the primary Federal source of science-based information on eco-
systems, land use, energy and mineral resources, natural hazards, 
water use and availability, and updated maps and images of the 
Earth’s features available to the public. 

SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,497,178,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,785,509,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,347,460,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥149,718,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥438,049,000 

The bill provides $1,347,460,000 for USGS. These resources are 
in addition to those funds provided in the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act for fiscal year 2024: $64,000,000 for the Earth 
Mapping Initiative; and $5,000,000 for the National Geological and 
Geophysical Data Preservation Program. 

Program Recommendation 

Ecosystems ..................................................................................................................................................... $278,987,000 
Energy and Mineral Resources ....................................................................................................................... 102,341,000 
Natural Hazards ............................................................................................................................................. 179,739,000 
Water Resources ............................................................................................................................................. 285,376,000 
Core Science Systems .................................................................................................................................... 264,614,000 
Science Support .............................................................................................................................................. 95,674,000 
Facilities ......................................................................................................................................................... 140,729,000 

Total ....................................................................................................................................................... 1,347,460,000 

The Survey provides critical scientific research and data to land 
and water managers in priority ecosystems including the Ever-
glades. This work is funded through multiple mission areas and ac-
counts, and the Committee expects this work to continue at no less 
than the enacted level, unless otherwise directed. 
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Alkalinity Sources.—The recommendation includes $250,000 over 
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level so that USGS can increase its ef-
forts to advance the understanding of alkalinity sources for carbon 
mineralization through mapping and assessing resources and asso-
ciated impacts and conducting field experiments on mineralization 
of slag and other industrial wastes. 

Adaptation Science Centers.—The bill includes $67,115,000 for 
these centers that provide scientific data about changes in coastal 
water levels and flooding, drought conditions, weather patterns, 
migratory patterns of fish and birds, and ecosystems and habitats 
to State and local land managers who can use that information to 
respond to environmental changes and challenges. This funding 
level includes $4,000,000 to create a Great Basin center to focus on 
and address the threats to the ecosystems in the Great Basin 
states. 

Coastal Subsurface Flooding.—The Committee encourages USGS 
to partner with other regional research and adaptation organiza-
tions to address the problem of rising sea levels in developed and 
urban coastal areas. This work should study the impact of sub-
surface flooding and saltwater intrusion in developed and urban 
coastal areas, mitigation strategies for local infrastructure, and de-
velopment of early warning and flood prediction systems. 

Cooperative Research Units (CRU).—The recommendation pro-
vides $28,206,000 to support these research programs within the 
ecosystems mission area. The Committee directs USGS to provide 
a report within 180 days of enactment of this Act on other potential 
geographic or mission areas that could help to address gaps in the 
agency’s research goals, including examining those areas without a 
wildlife CRU, those in the Appalachian Mountain and Mississippi 
Delta region, or those that could support the work of interstate 
and/or international fishery commissions. 

Cooperative Matching Funds.—The bill includes $66,529,000 in 
the water mission area to support State, Tribal, regional, and local 
partners to monitor and assess water resources across the country. 

Earth Mapping Resources Initiative.—The recommendation in-
cludes $10,848,000 for this program in addition to the $64,000,000 
for fiscal year 2024 provided in the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act. 

Earthquake Hazards.—The recommendation includes 
$32,600,000 for continued development and expansion of the 
ShakeAlert West Coast earthquake early warning system as well 
as capital costs associated with the system’s buildout. It also main-
tains the $500,000 provided in prior fiscal years for the Survey to 
update the Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands hazard maps and 
models. The Committee remains concerned about the lack of knowl-
edge and offshore real-time instrumentation available for the 
Cascadia subduction zone. The Survey should continue its develop-
ment of an early earthquake warning system, consider the system’s 
expansion into other locations including the Caribbean Basin, and 
is encouraged to study the recent seismic activity off the south-
western coast of Puerto Rico. 

Great Lakes Science Center.—Funding for the Great Lakes 
Science Center is provided at no less than $15,000,000. These re-
sources will ensure acquisition of information necessary for fishery 
management decisions and to support the Center’s large vessels. 
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The Committee supports the Center’s continued use of commer-
cially available uncrewed surface vehicles to support the fisheries 
surveys being conducted with crewed vessels. 

Groundwater and Streamflow Information Program.—The rec-
ommendation includes $120,307,000 for the Groundwater and 
Streamflow Information Program, including $32,000,000 for Fed-
eral Priority streamgages; $30,900,000 for the Next Generation 
Water Observing System including funding for working with aca-
demic partners using advanced computing techniques, and 
$500,000 for the Ohio River super gages. The Committee also di-
rects USGS to work with research organizations and the power in-
dustry to identify and address critical information gaps to enhance 
the streamgage network across the country and better prepare for 
adverse stream conditions that can threaten reliable generation, 
transmission, and distribution of electricity. 

Harmful Algal Blooms.—The Committee includes $7,490,000 in 
the National Water Quality program to research, monitor, charac-
terize, and predict harmful algal blooms and $4,750,000 in the 
Toxic Substance Hydrology Program to research the prevalence of 
microcystin toxins in the nation’s natural bodies of water. USGS is 
encouraged to participate in the interagency Harmful Algal Bloom 
and Hypoxia Research and Control Act Interagency Working Group 
efforts. 

Hydrological Science Talent Pipeline.—Robust participation with 
universities in the hydrologic sciences is essential to building a tal-
ent pipeline as well as building capacity to support future 
hydrological research and operational efforts. The Committee di-
rects USGS to use $2,000,000 within the Water Availability and 
Use Science Program and $2,000,000 within the National Ground-
water and Streamflow Information Program to continue to pursue 
cooperative research agreements with an emphasis on locations 
where USGS has pending hydrological facilities and where there 
are other Federal operational hydrologic resources. 

Invasive Species Research Program.—The recommendation in-
cludes $11,000,000 for research on invasive carp, of which 
$3,000,000 is for research on containing or eradicating grass carp. 

Land Management Research Program.—USGS is directed to fund 
all priority geographic landscapes and ecosystems, such as the Ev-
erglades, at no less than the enacted level, and $8,000,000 is pro-
vided for the Chesapeake Bay. 

Landslide Hazards Program.—The Committee provides 
$1,000,000 for the cooperative landslide hazards and assessment 
competitive grant program to states and $4,524,000 for landslide 
hazard data and science research. 

Lithium Mapping.—The recommendation includes $2,000,000 for 
a geologic mapping and study of lithium resources and recovery in-
cluding in those areas of the United States where there is a large 
concentration of lithium resources and the infrastructure to develop 
those resources. 

National Spatial Data Infrastructure.—USGS is directed to brief 
the Committee within 120 days of enactment of this Act on the 
funding and staffing necessary for the Federal Geographic Data 
Committee to build and work with private sector partners, State, 
Federal, Tribal, local governments, and academia to implement the 
National Spatial Data Infrastructure. 
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Mississippi River Restoration and Resilience Initiative.—The 
Committee encourages USGS to build upon previous Science 
Forum findings and work with the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy and the USGS science centers in the Mississippi River corridor 
to identify and prioritize projects and activities for protecting and 
restoring the ecological health and resilience of the Mississippi 
River. The activities could include improving water quality, pro-
tecting and restoring wildlife habitats, preventing the spread of 
aquatic invasive species, and improving community resilience to 
natural disasters. 

National Cooperative Geologic Mapping.—The recommendation 
includes $43,397,000 for this program that produces geologic maps 
and 3D geologic framework models in collaboration with State geo-
logical surveys and university partners. 

National Geospatial Program.—The recommendation provides 
$42,905,000 for the 3D Elevation Program which includes funding 
for the coverage of Federal lands in western States; $1,500,000 for 
the 3D National Topography Model; and $1,350,000 for the Na-
tional Digital Trails project. 

National Land Level Change Map.—USGS is directed to provide 
a briefing to the Committee within 120 days of enactment of this 
Act on its planning and development efforts on this project, includ-
ing the potential benefits of this project. 

National Seismic Hazard Model Program.—The recommendation 
includes $2,660,000 for improvements and updates to this program, 
including delivering a national seismic hazard model for Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands by the end of 2026. 

Phytoplankton.—USGS is directed to update the Committee 
within 180 days of enactment of this Act on phytoplankton changes 
in the Great Lakes since 1980. 

Remote Sensing State Grants Program.—The recommendation in-
cludes $3,000,000 for the Remote Sensing State Grants program. 

Sinkhole Hazards Program.—USGS is directed to provide a brief-
ing to the Committee within 180 days of enactment of this Act on 
any benefits associated with creating a new Sinkhole Hazards Pro-
gram to conduct sinkhole research, hazard mitigation, hazard as-
sessments, including developing maps that depict zones that are at 
a greater risk of sinkhole formation. 

Species Management Research Program.—The Committee pro-
vides $500,000 for the USA National Phenology Network and 
$1,900,000 for research on Hawaiian forest birds that face extinc-
tion from non-native mosquitoes carrying avian malaria and other 
pathogens. 

Transboundary Rivers and Aquifers.—The recommendation in-
cludes $1,500,000 for water quality assessments of transboundary 
rivers and aquifers. 

TRIGA Nuclear Reactor.—The Committee recognizes the value of 
the USGS TRIGA nuclear reactor to the research community. The 
USGS should, in consultation with an institution of higher edu-
cation, report to the Committee within 180 days of enactment of 
this Act on how the USGS might expand research opportunities, in-
cluding any obstacles to improving the utilization of the TRIGA re-
sources. 

Water Availability and Use Science Program.—The Committee 
encourages USGS to continue its work on saline lakes and its in-
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ventory and mapping of natural springs in the United States, terri-
tories, and possessions. The Committee also supports the continu-
ation of USGS’s work with the OpenET consortium and software 
system at the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and in understanding 
the ecosystems that affect Tribal nations. The Committee also di-
rects USGS to develop a training and development program to at-
tract, train, and develop early career researchers and workforce 
that can engage with Tribal groups and local stakeholders in ad-
dressing pressing water issues, including in the Western Great 
Basin and Sierra Nevada. 

Water Data Integration and 3D Elevation Project (3DEP).—The 
Committee continues to support USGS’s work with State and re-
gional partners to leverage resources to achieve national 3DEP 
data coverage by 2026 and to incorporate hydrography data and ex-
pand the 3D National Hydrography Program. The recommendation 
includes $42,905,000 for the 3DEP Program. Given the resources 
that USGS received in fiscal year 2023 for 3DEP, the Committee 
expected USGS to move faster on this integration and directs the 
USGS to move beyond the pilot stage in 2023. USGS should 
prioritize partnership efforts that have a statewide strategy, have 
complete 3DEP data, and have identified community and partner 
engagement and interests. More specifically, it should prioritize re-
gions and States that present the best and most immediate public 
use cases, such as those in South Florida and the Great Lakes 
Basin. 

Water Resources Research Act programs.—The recommendation 
provides $16,000,000, $500,000 over the fiscal year 2023 level, for 
these programs, including no less than $10,000,000 for annual base 
grants, $1,500,000 for competitive grants for research on aquatic 
invasive species in the Upper Mississippi River region, and any re-
maining funds for national competitive grants. 

Zero Trust and Trusted Internet Connections (TIC).—The Com-
mittee encourages USGS to implement TIC 3.0 and zero trust prin-
ciples across the agency and directs USGS to provide a report to 
the Committee no later than 180 days after the enactment of this 
Act on its progress in meeting government-wide requirements on 
zero trust and TIC 3.0. 

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $219,960,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 268,210,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 210,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥9,960,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥58,210,000 

The Committee recommends $210,000,000 for the Ocean Energy 
Management appropriation. The overall funding level is partially 
offset through the collection of rental receipts and other cost recov-
ery fees totaling $56,000,000, resulting in a final appropriation of 
$154,000,000. 

Within the total amount provided, the table below makes rec-
ommendations for specific programs: 
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Program Recommendation 

Renewable Energy .......................................................................................................................................... $28,000,000 
Conventional Energy ....................................................................................................................................... 65,787,000 
Environmental Assessment ............................................................................................................................ 84,713,000 
Marine Minerals .............................................................................................................................................. 14,500,000 
Executive Direction ......................................................................................................................................... 17,000,000 

Geologic Carbon Sequestration.—The Committee recommends not 
less than $2,000,000 for geologic carbon sequestration on the Outer 
Continental Shelf as authorized by the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58; 43 U.S.C. 1337(p)(1)(E)). The 
Committee expects the Bureau to build and support necessary ex-
pertise using funds within Environmental Programs and Conven-
tional Energy. The Committee expects the Bureau to prioritize fi-
nalizing regulations for geologic carbon sequestration as soon as 
possible and before the end of fiscal year 2024. 

Ocean-Based Carbon Dioxide Removal.—The Committee encour-
ages the Bureau to coordinate with the Bureau of Safety and Envi-
ronmental Enforcement, Council on Environmental Quality, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, U.S. Coast Guard, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
and other relevant Federal agencies to develop a framework for 
evaluating and permitting ocean-based carbon dioxide removal 
pathways. The Committee directs the Bureau to brief the Com-
mittee within 180 days of enactment of this Act on developments 
related to this effort. 

Marine Minerals.—The Committee encourages the Bureau to de-
velop partnerships, including with academia and research institu-
tions with expertise in deep water exploration and mapping, to con-
duct assessment and characterization work in the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf. 

BUREAU OF SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT 

OFFSHORE SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $213,886,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 255,508,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 210,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥3,886,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥45,508,000 

The Committee recommends $210,000,000 for the Offshore Safety 
and Environmental Enforcement appropriation. The overall fund-
ing level is partially offset through the collection of rental receipts, 
other cost recovery fees, and inspection fees totaling $66,000,000, 
resulting in a final appropriation of $144,000,000. 

Within the total amount provided, the table below makes rec-
ommendations for specific programs: 

Program Recommendation 

Environmental Enforcement ........................................................................................................................... $5,000,000 
Operations, Safety and Regulation ................................................................................................................ 167,000,000 
Administrative Operations .............................................................................................................................. 18,000,000 
Executive Direction ......................................................................................................................................... 17,000,000 
Offshore Decommissioning ............................................................................................................................. 3,000,000 
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Geologic Carbon Sequestration.—The Committee notes there is 
strong interest in advancing carbon storage projects that perma-
nently sequester carbon dioxide in geologic formations. The rec-
ommendation includes $2,000,000 to develop expertise and capacity 
for activities related to installation, operations, inspections, emer-
gency response plans, and decommissioning, among other roles, in 
support of direction provided in this report under the Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management. 

Rigs to Reefs.—The Committee strongly supports the Rigs to 
Reefs program in cooperation with the States and National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The Bureau is directed 
to continue its policies related to extensions for those entities inter-
ested in participating in the program and to utilize the program to 
the maximum extent possible. 

Blow Out Prevention Technology.—The Committee continues to 
encourage the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 
(BSEE) to review and consider new and emerging technology, in-
cluding alternative procedures or equipment as appropriate given 
the best available science and while ensuring that risks are prop-
erly identified and mitigated. BSEE is urged to develop a testing 
framework for new technologies that takes into consideration the 
cost of testing while still ensuring safety and effectiveness. 

OIL SPILL RESEARCH 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $15,099,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 15,099,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 15,099,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends $15,099,000 for the Oil Spill Re-
search appropriation. 

THE OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

REGULATION AND TECHNOLOGY 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $121,026,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 127,301,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 108,923,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥12,103,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥18,378,000 

The Committee recommends $108,923,000 for the Regulation and 
Technology appropriation. 

ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $168,904,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 174,555,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 170,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +1,096,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥4,555,000 

The Committee recommends $170,000,000 for the Abandoned 
Mine Reclamation Fund appropriation. Of the funds provided, 
$34,000,000 are derived from the Abandoned Mine Reclamation 
Fund and $136,000,000 are derived from the general treasury. 
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Abandoned Mine Lands Economic Revitalization (AMLER) Pro-
gram.—The Committee is alarmed at the amount of time it takes 
for AMLER projects to receive funds from the Office of Surface 
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) and is concerned 
by the burdensome review process. The Committee commends the 
State AML programs’ abilities to identify projects, with the con-
sultation of State economic and community development authori-
ties, that have the potential to create long-term economic benefits. 
Therefore, the Committee directs OSMRE to pay the entirety of 
funds allocated directly to each State and Tribe no later than 90 
days after the date of enactment of this Act. Recognizing that all 
participating States in this program have primacy, OSMRE is ex-
pected to provide technical assistance to grantees, but it is the par-
ticipating States’ sole responsibility to approve projects for eco-
nomic and community development in conjunction with the prior-
ities in section 403(a) of the Surface Mining Control and Reclama-
tion Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1233(a)). 

The Committee looks forward to the results of the Government 
Accountability Office’s (GAO) study of the AMLER program as re-
quired in House Report 117–400 and expects the study to describe 
projects previously funded and their economic impact, including job 
creation. 

Soil Sorting.—The Committee continues to encourage OSMRE to 
consider the use of on-site soil sorting in plugging and reclamation 
projects, which provide lower-cost options to plug and clean aban-
doned mine sites. 

Timely Review of Amendments.—Mine plans and mine plan modi-
fications for operations on federal coal leases are subject to review 
under the National Environmental Policy Act. While these reviews 
should consist of expedient analysis, the Committee is aware of 
multiple instances of OSMRE failing to process mine plan amend-
ments in a timely manner, resulting in years of delay in some 
cases. This has left affected coal mines unable to expand operations 
on current leases for which they have already paid bonus bid pay-
ments and continue to pay royalties. Within 60 days of enactment 
of this Act, the Committee directs OSMRE to report on the status 
of each mine plan modification currently pending with the Depart-
ment, and to subsequently report on the status of such mine plan 
modifications to the Appropriations Committee and relevant House 
and Senate Committees of jurisdiction annually until such time as 
the mine plan modifications are fully processed. 

Further, the Committee understands that there over forty 
amendments from twenty-eight state programs currently pending 
before OSMRE, some of which have been pending since 2009. With-
in 60 days on enactment of this Act, the Committee directs OSMRE 
to provide a report that lists all amendments pending approval be-
fore OSMRE, including amendments that have been disapproved 
and are waiting revisions from States. The report shall include the 
timeline of receiving each amendment, any agency actions that 
have been taken on each amendment, and the projected timeline 
for making a final decision on each amendment. 
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INDIAN AFFAIRS 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and the Office of the Assist-
ant Secretary, Indian Affairs (together, ‘‘Indian Affairs’’) programs 
serve 574 Federally recognized Indian Tribes, a service population 
of approximately two million American Indians and Alaska Natives 
in Tribal and Native communities. BIA provides direct services and 
funding for compacts and contracts for Tribes to provide Federal 
programs for a wide range of activities necessary for community de-
velopment. Programs address Tribal government, natural resource 
management, trust services, law enforcement, economic develop-
ment, and social service needs. 

In preparation for the fiscal year 2024 appropriation bill, the 
Subcommittee received oral testimony from approximately 65 wit-
nesses on a variety of topics pertaining to American Indian and 
Alaska Native (AI/AN) programs in two days of public testimony 
and received written testimony from an additional 34 entities. The 
Federal Government has a legal and moral obligation to provide 
quality services to American Indians and Alaska Natives. On a 
nonpartisan basis, the Committee continues to protect and, where 
possible, strengthen the budgets for Indian Country programs in 
this bill to address long-standing and underfunded needs. 

OPERATION OF INDIAN PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,906,998,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 2,257,637,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 2,010,574,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +103,576,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥247,063,000 

The Committee recommends $2,010,574,000 for Operation of In-
dian Programs. These resources are in addition to those funds pro-
vided in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act for fiscal year 
2024: $17,000,000 for Tribal resilience and adaptation and 
$26,000,000 for community relocation. All subactivities and pro-
gram elements presented in the budget estimate submitted to Con-
gress are maintained at enacted levels, as adjusted for the re-
quested internal transfers, unless specifically addressed below. 

Program Recommendation 

Tribal Government ............................................................................................................................................ $410,093,000 
Human Services ................................................................................................................................................ 170,780,000 
Trust—Natural Resources Management .......................................................................................................... 347,750,000 
Trust—Real Estate Services ............................................................................................................................ 168,153,000 
Public Safety and Justice ................................................................................................................................. 618,059,000 
Community and Economic Development .......................................................................................................... 33,095,000 
Executive Direction and Administrative Services ............................................................................................. 262,644,000 

Total ......................................................................................................................................................... 2,010,574,000 

Body-Worn Camera Program.—The Committee directs BIA to 
spend no less than $4,000,000 on its nationwide body worn camera 
program. 
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Coastal Tribal Communities.—The bill provides $13,000,000 
above the 2023 enacted level for competitive awards to support vul-
nerable coastal Tribal communities and Alaska Native villages that 
experience severe weather-related conditions that jeopardize public 
safety and health. 

Contract Support Costs.—The Committee is concerned that con-
tract support costs may not be allocated and distributed as quickly 
as possible and directs BIA to review its current policies and prac-
tices to ensure that contract support costs are distributed to tribes 
earlier in the fiscal year. The Committee directs BIA to provide a 
briefing within 45 days of enactment of this Act on its current reg-
ulations and policies on determining what is a covered indirect cost 
and what is not covered including whether Federally-mandated re-
quirements are program costs or are indirect costs. The briefing 
should also address the resource implications of early distribution 
of contract support costs as well as any changes of covered ex-
penses. 

Compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA).—State 
child welfare agencies play an important role in ensuring the safety 
of Indian children who come into contact with the State child wel-
fare system. The Committee directs BIA to work closely with the 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF) to help these State 
agencies maintain and improve upon their responsibilities required 
by 42 USC 622(b)(9) to Indian children under ICWA. BIA should 
provide a briefing to the Committee within 180 days on its inter-
agency work with ACF and Tribal consultations, including identi-
fying any hurdles and obstacles to improving State agencies’ com-
pliance with ICWA. The Committee encourages State child welfare 
agencies, after consultation with BIA, ACF, and Tribal organiza-
tions to carry out their plans to comply with ICWA and track their 
State’s compliance with those plans. 

Fort Hall Indian Reservation Boundary Investigation.—The Com-
mittee directs BIA to conduct an independent engineering and his-
torical review of the Bureau of Land Management’s Fort Hall In-
dian Reservation Boundary Investigation of June 1, 2018. BIA 
shall provide a briefing to the Committee within 120 days of enact-
ment of this Act. 

Housing Program.—The bill includes $13,939,000 for this pro-
gram, including $2,000,000 for a general program increase to sup-
port additional housing units and applicants. 

Illegal Dumping and Unpermitted Activity on Tribal Land.—The 
Committee is concerned about illegal dumping, unpermitted busi-
nesses, and other harmful activity that occurs on allotted or trust 
land, specifically in the Pacific Region. The Committee encourages 
BIA to work with Tribes, including assisting Tribes in enforcing 
codes and ordinances and supporting Tribal consortia protecting 
against illegal dumping. 

Indian Business Incubator Program.—The bill includes 
$5,000,000 to continue this competitive grant program that awards 
grants for incubator services and resources. 

Invasive Species Program.—The Committee encourages BIA to 
continue to support the work done in fiscal year 2023 to address 
the problem of the European green crab which impacts marine re-
sources for Tribal communities in the Northwest. 
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Public Safety and Justice Funding.—In fiscal years 2022 and 
2023, Congress provided $62,000,000 to Tribes affected by the 
McGirt v. Oklahoma decision to ensure parity of percentage of total 
need funded with other Tribes in Indian country. The Committee 
recognizes that there is an outstanding need to implement public 
safety changes resulting from the McGirt Supreme Court decision, 
which created an immediate and severe shortage of police and in-
vestigative personnel in the expanded Tribal criminal jurisdiction 
areas. The fiscal year 2024 recommendation provides $124,000,000 
for these activities, including increases above the fiscal year 2023 
level of $22,568,000 for criminal investigations and police services, 
$15,686,000 for detention and corrections programs, and 
$23,746,000 for Tribal courts. 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women Initiative.—The bill 
includes $16,556,000 to address the crisis of missing and murdered 
indigenous women, including resources for criminal investigators, 
software platforms, and evidence recovery equipment. BIA should 
work with Tribal and Federal law enforcement agencies to facili-
tate sharing law enforcement and public records data and other 
technological tools to assist those agencies in finding missing indi-
viduals. 

Mortgage Processing.—The Committee is concerned with BIA’s 
ability to process and complete all mortgage packages associated 
with residential and business mortgages on Indian lands. The Com-
mittee directs BIA to submit an annual report to Congress pro-
viding information about the number of requests made and the 
number of requests successfully and not successfully processed dur-
ing the previous fiscal year. 

NATIVE Act.—The bill provides $5,224,000 to BIA for NATIVE 
Act implementation for Indian Tribes and Alaska Natives. 

Native Navigator.—The Committee encourages BIA to work with 
other Federal agencies with Tribal programs to explore the feasi-
bility of creating a Native Navigator program. This program could 
work with statewide or regional Tribal organizations to assist small 
Tribes and Native Hawaiian entities in identifying, applying for, 
and administering Federal financial assistance including grants. 

Procurement.—The Committee is concerned that Indian Affairs 
has not been responsive to Congressional and public inquiries 
about procurement and contract requirements and practices. The 
Committee directs Indian Affairs to brief the Committee within 45 
days of enactment of this Act on its procurement policies and prac-
tices and its plans to improve its responsiveness to Congressional 
and public inquiries. 

Rights Protection Implementation.—The bill provides $50,000,000 
including $800,000 for a general program increase to be divided 
proportionally. This recommendation continues no less than 
$6,254,000 for Columbia River Fisheries Management, no less than 
$1,577,000 for Columbia River in-lieu sites law enforcement, and 
no less than $3,006,000 for Columbia River in-lieu sites operations 
and maintenance. 

Road Maintenance.—The Committee is concerned about the con-
tinued poor condition of many roads on Tribal lands which creates 
substantial safety hazards and barriers to economic develop-
ment.The recommendation includes $50,190,000, an increase of 
$11,000,000 above the fiscal year 2023 level, for road maintenance 
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to improve and maintain roads and bridges. The Committee urges 
BIA to work with the Department of Transportation to address the 
significant backlog in road maintenance. 

Settlement Claims.—The Committee acknowledges Indian Affairs’ 
commitment to working with Tribes to restore Tribal homelands 
and directs Indian Affairs to work with those Tribes, such as the 
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation, who have brought forth claims to 
help them determine the appropriate settlement structure and 
terms. The Committee requests a briefing on the completion of any 
pending reviews regarding claims, including successor in interest 
concerns, within 90 days of enactment of this Act to ensure such 
claims can move forward. 

Social Services.—The Committee provides an increase of 
$5,000,000 above the adjusted fiscal year 2023 level for Tribes that 
have not been able to receive BIA social services activities pursu-
ant to a self-determination contractor self-governance compact. 
Within 90 days of enactment of this Act, the Committee directs 
BIA to provide a report of all Tribes that meet this requirement 
and the amount of additional funding required to provide parity in 
funding with other Tribes. Any funding left after providing parity 
payments to Tribes who currently do not receive services may be 
distributed among Tribes currently receiving such services. 

STOP Act Implementation.—BIA is directed to provide a briefing 
to the Committee within 90 days of enactment of this Act on the 
implementation of the STOP Act. The briefing should provide infor-
mation on which office within the Department will administer the 
implementation, include recommendations and outcomes from any 
Tribal consultations, and identify any necessary resources. 

Tiwahe.—The report, ‘‘Tiwahe: Final Report to Congress,’’ docu-
ments significant achievements, including a reduction in suicides, 
recidivism, and removal of children from the community. It also 
notes earlier parent/child reunifications, language revitalization, 
and improvements to housing and homelessness among other im-
provements. For fiscal year 2024, the Committee expects BIA to 
continue funding existing Tiwahe program sites for the same activi-
ties at the same amount, including funding to support women’s and 
children’s shelters. 

Tribal Firefighter Compensation.—The Committee recognizes 
that disparities in salaries and benefits for BIA firefighters, Tribal 
firefighters, and other Federal firefighters may result in difficulty 
recruiting and retaining Tribal firefighting personnel. The Com-
mittee directs BIA to examine this issue and provide a report to 
the Committee, after consultation with Tribes, on potential solu-
tions and costs within 120 days of enactment of this Act. 

Tribal Justice Support.—The Committee provides $35,336,000, 
which is $500,000 above the fiscal year 2023 level, including 
$21,500,000 to address the needs of Tribes affected by Public Law 
83–280. 

Tribal Law Enforcement Compensation.—The Committee recog-
nizes that disparities between BIA law enforcement, Tribal law en-
forcement, State and local law enforcement, and other Federal law 
enforcement salaries and benefits may result in difficulty recruiting 
and retaining BIA and Tribal law enforcement personnel. The 
Committee directs BIA to examine this issue and provide a briefing 
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to the Committee on potential solutions within 120 days of enact-
ment of this Act. 

Tribal Management Development Program.—The recommenda-
tion provides $22,167,000 for this program, including an increase 
of $3,623,000 above the fiscal year 2023 level to be divided propor-
tionately across projects. The Committee encourages BIA to provide 
no less than the 2023 enacted level for the existing programs in-
cluding the Salmon Steelhead Inventory and Assessment program, 
InterTribal Buffalo Council, and other bison and buffalo projects. 

Tribal Priority Allocations (TPA).—TPA programs fund basic 
Tribal services, such as social services, job placement and training, 
child welfare, natural resources management, and Tribal courts. 
TPA programs give Tribes the opportunity to further Indian self- 
determination by establishing their own priorities and reallocating 
Federal funds among programs in this budget category. The rec-
ommendation includes $860,078,000 for TPA programs. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $328,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 342,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 342,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +14,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends an indefinite appropriation esti-
mated to be $342,000,000 for contract support costs incurred by In-
dian Affairs as required by law and does not include the Adminis-
tration’s mandatory proposal. The bill includes language making 
available for two years such sums as are necessary to meet the 
Federal government’s full legal obligation and prohibiting the 
transfer of funds to any other account for any other purpose. 

PAYMENTS FOR TRIBAL LEASES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $30,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 64,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 64,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +32,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends an indefinite appropriation esti-
mated to be $64,000,000 for Payments for Tribal Leases incurred 
by Indian Affairs as required by law and does not include the Ad-
ministration’s mandatory proposal. The bill includes language mak-
ing available for two years such sums as are necessary to meet the 
Federal government’s full legal obligation and prohibiting the 
transfer of funds to any other account for any other purpose. 

CONSTRUCTION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $153,309,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 199,814,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 153,309,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥46,505,000 

The recommendation provides $153,309,000 as follows: 
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Program Recommendation 

Public Safety and Justice Construction ......................................................................................................... $51,561,000 
Resources Management Construction ............................................................................................................ 75,213,000 
Other Program Construction ........................................................................................................................... 26,535,000 

Total ....................................................................................................................................................... 153,309,000 

All subactivities and program elements presented in the budget 
estimate submitted to Congress are continued at enacted levels un-
less otherwise indicated. This level continues the $10,000,000 de-
rived from the Indian Irrigation Fund established by section 311 of 
the WIIN Act (Public Law 114–322; 130 Stat. 1749). The bill pro-
vides $28,716,000 for the irrigation project construction program. 

INDIAN LAND AND WATER CLAIM SETTLEMENTS AND MISCELLANEOUS 
PAYMENTS TO INDIANS 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $825,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 976,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 825,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥151,000 

Bill language provides that funds may be used to implement set-
tlements pursuant to Public Laws 99–264 and 101–618. 

INDIAN GUARANTEED LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $13,884,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 15,461,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 11,744,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥2,140,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥3,717,000 

The Committee recommends $11,744,000 for the Indian Guaran-
teed Loan Program Account. This level assumes $150,213,551 in 
loan volume (and calculated at the fiscal year 2024 subsidy rate) 
and $2,680,000 in administrative expenses. 

BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION 

OPERATION OF INDIAN EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

The Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) manages a school system 
with 183 elementary and secondary schools providing educational 
services to approximately 46,000 students in 23 States. BIE also 
operates two post-secondary institutions and provides operating 
grants for 29 Tribally controlled colleges and universities and two 
Tribal technical colleges. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,133,552,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,194,389,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,131,617,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥1,935,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥62,772,000 

The Committee provides $1,131,617,000 for Operation of Indian 
Education Programs. All subactivities and program elements pre-
sented in the budget request submitted to Congress are continued 
at enacted levels as adjusted for internal transfers included in the 
request. The bill continues forward funding for portions of the ele-
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mentary and secondary and postsecondary programs and are iden-
tified in the table below. 

Program Recommendation 

Elementary and Secondary Programs (forward funding) ............................................................................... $706,185,000 
Elementary and Secondary Programs ............................................................................................................ 174,971,000 
Post Secondary Programs (forward funding) ................................................................................................. 127,407,000 
Post Secondary Programs ............................................................................................................................... 55,868,000 
Education Management .................................................................................................................................. 67,186,000 

Total ....................................................................................................................................................... 1,131,617,000 

Recruitment and Retention for BIE Teachers and Staff.—The 
Committee recognizes that disparities between BIE teacher and ad-
ministrative salaries and public elementary and secondary teacher 
and administrative salaries may lead to difficulty recruiting and re-
taining BIE workforce. The Committee encourages BIE to examine 
this situation and provide a briefing to the Committee on potential 
solutions to address this situation within 120 days of enactment of 
this Act. 

Recruitment and Retention of Teachers and Staff at Tribally-Con-
trolled Schools.—The Committee is aware that when Tribes exer-
cise their self-determination rights to operate BIE-funded schools 
under Public Law 100–297 grants or Public Law 93–638 contracts, 
teachers and staff at those schools are no longer eligible for the 
Federal Employees Retirement System. BIE is directed to brief the 
Committee within 120 days of the enactment of the Act on the im-
pact on teacher and staff retention and identify administrative hur-
dles, statutory barriers, and cost implications of extending these 
benefits to the teachers and staff of these schools. 

Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs).—The Committee recog-
nizes the important role that TCUs play in providing postsecondary 
education and workforce training opportunities, serving as public, 
cultural, and community centers, and functioning as primary em-
ployers for their communities. The bill provides $127,407,000 in-
cluding $30,325,000 for Haskell and Southwestern Indian Poly-
technic Institute, $87,926,000 for TCUs, and $9,156,000 for Tribal 
Technical Colleges. 

TCU Endowment Grants.—The bill includes no less than the 
2023 enacted level for this program. BIA should ensure that these 
grants are distributed equitably among eligible institutions, to the 
extent feasible. Any amount not distributed by September 30 of a 
given fiscal year may be redistributed in accordance with Section 
107 of the Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities Assistance 
Act and after notification to the Committee. BIA is directed to sub-
mit a report within 180 days of enactment of this Act on how the 
TCU endowment program might be revised to increase participa-
tion by all institutions. 

Tribal Priority Allocations (TPA).—The recommendation includes 
$64,965,000 for TPA programs. TPA programs give Tribes the op-
portunity to further Indian self-determination by establishing their 
own priorities and reallocating Federal funds among budget ac-
counts. 
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EDUCATION CONSTRUCTION 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $267,887,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 416,212,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 267,887,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥148,325,000 

The recommendation provides $267,887,000 as follows: 

Program Recommendation 

Replacement School Construction .................................................................................................................. $116,504,000 
Replacement Facility Construction ................................................................................................................. 23,935,000 
Replacement/New Employee Housing ............................................................................................................. 1,500,000 
Employee Housing Repair ............................................................................................................................... 13,595,000 
Facilities Improvement and Repair ................................................................................................................ 96,353,000 
Tribal Colleges Facilities Improvement and Repair ....................................................................................... 16,000,000 

Total ....................................................................................................................................................... 267,887,000 

All subactivities and program elements presented in the budget 
estimate submitted to Congress are continued at enacted levels and 
adjusted for internal transfers. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

The bill continues language allowing the use of funds for direct 
expenditure, contracts, cooperative agreements, compacts, and 
grants. 

The bill continues language allowing contracting for the San Car-
los Irrigation Project. 

The bill continues language excluding certain administrative 
funds from Tribal contracts, grants, compacts, and cooperative 
agreements. 

The bill continues language allowing Tribes to return appro-
priated funds. 

The bill continues language prohibiting funding of Alaska 
schools. 

The bill continues language limiting expansion of grades and 
schools in the BIE system allowing for the expansion of additional 
grades to schools that meet certain criteria. 

The bill continues language specifying the distribution of indirect 
and administrative costs for certain Tribes. 

The bill continues language providing the Secretary with the au-
thority to approve satellite locations of existing BIE schools if a 
Tribe can demonstrate that establishment of such locations would 
provide comparable levels of education as are being offered at such 
existing BIE schools and would not significantly increase costs to 
the Federal Government. 

The bill continues language that allows the funds provided in 
Tribal priority allocations to be adjusted if requested by a Tribe. 

BUREAU OF TRUST FUNDS ADMINISTRATION 

FEDERAL TRUST PROGRAMS 

Congress has designated the Secretary of the Interior as the 
trustee delegate with responsibility for approximately 55 million 
surface acres of land, 57 million acres of subsurface mineral inter-
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ests, and management of approximately $8.2 billion held in trust 
by the Federal government on behalf of American Indians, Alaska 
Natives, and Federally recognized Indian Tribes. The Bureau of 
Trust Funds Administration (BTFA) has assumed the fiduciary 
functions previously managed by the Office of the Special Trustee 
for American Indians. BTFA is responsible for the financial man-
agement of these trust funds as well as the disbursement of funds 
and the day-to-day management on behalf of Tribes and individ-
uals. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $111,272,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 109,098,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 104,176,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥7,096,000 
Budget estimate, 2023 ................................................................ ¥4,922,000 

The Committee recommends $104,176,000 for Federal trust pro-
grams within the BTFA account, rather than in the prior account, 
Office of Special Trustee (OST). Given that Indian Affairs has pro-
vided the required information to the Committee about the new 
Bureau’s responsibilities and structure and GAO evaluated the De-
partment’s creation of the new Bureau and raised no serious 
issues, the Committee has no additional concerns with the creation 
of the new Bureau and new budget structure. The Committee di-
rects the Department to provide a briefing within 45 days of enact-
ment of this Act on its plan to terminate OST. 

The recommendation provides $1,520,000 for Executive Direction 
and $102,656,000 for Trust and Program Operations. The Com-
mittee has no concerns with the proposed internal transfers and 
the bill reallocates $7,096,000, as requested, from this account to 
Operation of Indian Programs for hearing and appeal activities. 

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $135,884,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 158,808,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 67,942,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥67,942,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥90,866,000 

The Committee recommends $67,942,000 for the Office of the 
Secretary, Departmental Operations appropriation. 

Botanical Science Expertise.—The Committee encourages the Sec-
retary to ensure that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Na-
tional Park Service, the Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. 
Geological Survey utilize an appropriate range of scientific dis-
ciplines, such as botanists, restoration ecologists, biologists, con-
servation biologists, wildlife biologists, and other scientific special-
ties in land management and restoration decision making, to in-
form management actions and decision making. 

Duplication and Overlap.—The Committee is concerned that du-
plicative efforts exist between the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
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Ecosystems program and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) 
biological services. The Committee directs the Department of the 
Interior (Department) to report within 180 days of enactment of 
this Act on the efficiencies gained by moving USGS Ecosystems 
work to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Federal Corps Programs.—No funding is provided within Title I 
for the Department of the Interior to implement the redundant Ci-
vilian Climate Corps. The Committee supports the work of the 
Youth Conservation Corps and the Public Lands Corps, two long-
standing Federal corps programs related to conserving and restor-
ing public lands and waters that partner with locally-based, non- 
Federal corps organizations. 

Grant Funding.—Section 1301 of title 31 of the United States 
Code states that appropriations shall be applied only to the objects 
for which the appropriations were made. Part 200 of Title 2 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) provides instruction on adminis-
trative requirements, cost principles, and audit requirements for 
Federal awards. The Department is directed to report to the Com-
mittee, within 90 days of enactment of this Act, on how the Depart-
ment ensures compliance with the Grant Reporting Efficiency and 
Agreements Transparency Act (Public Law 116–103), as well as all 
relevant law (both appropriations law and authorizing statutes) 
and regulations in administering its grant programs, and what ac-
tions are taken to limit recipient overhead costs incurred while ad-
ministering grant programs. The report shall also discuss any con-
ditions placed on funding that are not specified in statute or the 
CFR and the authority the Department uses to impose such condi-
tions. The Committee notes that no funds provided in this Act are 
available to fund protests or litigation against the Department. 

Law Enforcement Cooperative Contracts.—The Committee en-
courages the Secretary to prioritize cooperative law enforcement 
contracts between land management agencies and local law en-
forcement authorities with the goal of creating uniform coverage 
and Agency cooperation across management boundaries. 

Light-Duty Vehicle Fleet.—No funding is included within Title I 
for the Department of the Interior to plan, build out, or transition 
to electric or zero-emission vehicles and the associated charging in-
frastructure. 

The Committee is deeply concerned about the Administration’s 
policy regarding the purchase of electric vehicles by the Federal 
government, while at the same time stalling domestic critical min-
eral mining projects that would supply minerals like lithium and 
copper that are needed to produce electric vehicles. Until there is 
a stable supply of domestic-mined critical minerals, the Committee 
does not support using agency operating budgets for the purchase 
of electric vehicles. 

MAPLand Act.—The Committee urges the Department to con-
tinue to work with the U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to jointly develop and adopt interagency stand-
ards to ensure compatibility and interoperability among Federal 
databases for the collection and dissemination of outdoor recreation 
data related to Federal lands and used to depict locations at which 
recreation uses are available to the public. 

Mineral Withdrawals.—The Committee directs the Department 
to exercise impartiality and neutrality when reviewing mineral 
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withdrawal applications and petitions from other agencies, and 
limit assistance to the applicant to only what is necessary and ap-
propriate, in accordance with 43 CFR § 2310.3–2. The Department 
shall provide quarterly reports to the Committee on technical as-
sistance requests and technical assistance provided to another 
agency that is pursuing mineral withdrawals and related activities. 

Office of Native Hawaiian Relations.—The recommendation in-
cludes funding for implementation of the NATIVE Act at the fiscal 
year 2023 enacted level. 

Professional Development of Employees.—The Committee recog-
nizes that maintaining the professional competencies of the Federal 
workforce is necessary to ensure sound, scientific management 
principles are applied to resource management. The Committee en-
courages the Agency to support the participation of employees in 
professional societies in accordance with guidance issued by the Of-
fice of Government Ethics through 5 CFR Part 2640.203, Official 
Participation in Nonprofit Organizations. 

Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library Foundation.—The Com-
mittee encourages the Secretary of the Interior, through the Na-
tional Park Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, to work 
with the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library Foundation to 
support loans of historic, educational, artistic, natural, and other 
museum collections, particularly those not on display to the public. 
The loans should be consistent with existing law and policy, includ-
ing such terms and conditions as the Secretary deems necessary for 
the preservation and exhibition of such collections. 

Wild Horse and Burro Task Force.—In fiscal year 2022, the Sec-
retary was directed to establish a Task Force to bring experts from 
all relevant agencies together to address the challenge of wild 
horses and burros, as outlined in the report accompanying Public 
Law 117–103. The Committee expects the Task Force’s monthly 
meetings to continue and report language in the Bureau of Land 
Management section of this report specifies areas in which the 
Task Force should be engaged. The Bureau of Land Management 
shall continue to report to the Committee quarterly on the status 
of this program and the work of the Task Force. 

INSULAR AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANCE TO TERRITORIES 

The Office of Insular Affairs (OIA) has administrative responsi-
bility for coordinating Federal policy in the territories of American 
Samoa, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, and oversight of Federal programs 
and funds in the freely associated states of the Federated States 
of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Repub-
lic of Palau. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $120,357,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 120,796,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 107,857,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥12,500,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥12,939,000 

The Committee recommends $107,857,000 for Assistance to Ter-
ritories. The recommendation provides the following amounts: 
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Program Recommendation 

Office of Insular Affairs ................................................................................................................................. $10,217,000 
Technical Assistance ...................................................................................................................................... 22,300,000 
Maintenance Assistance Fund ....................................................................................................................... 4,375,000 
Brown Tree Snake ........................................................................................................................................... 3,500,000 
Coral Reef Initiative and Natural Resources ................................................................................................. 2,625,000 
Energizing Insular Communities .................................................................................................................... 9,000,000 
American Samoa Operations Grants .............................................................................................................. 28,120,000 
Northern Mariana Covenant Grants ............................................................................................................... 27,720,000 

American Samoa Operations Grants.—The Committee encour-
ages not less than $3,000,000 be allocated for the community col-
lege. 

Northern Mariana Covenant Grants.—The Committee empha-
sizes that under 48 U.S.C. 1804(c)(3) the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands is authorized to use Capital Improve-
ment Project grants to support local law enforcement programs. 

COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $8,463,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,463,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,463,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥7,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends $1,463,000 for Compact of Free As-
sociation. 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $101,050,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 111,898,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 90,945,000 
Comparison:.

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥10,105,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥20,953,000 

The Committee recommends $90,945,000 for the salaries and ex-
penses of the Office of the Solicitor. 

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $67,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 83,970,000 
Recommended, 2023 ........................................................................... 64,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥3,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥19,970,000 

The Committee recommends $64,000,000 for salaries and ex-
penses of the Office of Inspector General (OIG). In addition, OIG 
has significant balances from the funds it received in the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act to conduct additional oversight 
over the Department’s programs. 
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DEPARTMENT-WIDE PROGRAMS 

WILDLAND FIRE 

The Department’s Wildland Fire Management account supports 
fire activities for the Bureau of Land Management, the National 
Park Service, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $663,786,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,325,886,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,097,443,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +433,657,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥228,443,000 

The Committee recommends $1,097,443,000 for Wildland Fire 
Management at the Department of the Interior. The bill permits 
the transfer of $50,000,000 in base discretionary fire suppression 
funds between the Department of the Interior and the Department 
of Agriculture. The bill restores base discretionary resources for 
this account, consistent with the Stephen Sepp Wildfire Suppres-
sion Funding and Forest Management Activities Act, that the pre-
vious Congress funded as an emergency. 

The Committee is aware of the Administration’s legislative pro-
posal regarding firefighter compensation and the request for addi-
tional funding to implement the legislation. If authorizing legisla-
tion regarding firefighter compensation is enacted, the Committee 
will consider providing the funding required to implement such 
Act. 

Wildland Fire Preparedness.—The Committee recommends 
$426,816,000 for Wildland Fire Preparedness. 

Wildland Fire Suppression.—The Committee recommends 
$383,657,000 for Wildland Fire Suppression. 

Fuels Management.—The Committee recommends $247,000,000 
for the Fuels Management program. In addition, to the amounts 
provided in this Act, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
provides $262,600,000 for wildfire risk reduction, fuels manage-
ment, and burned area rehabilitation. 

Fire Facilities.—The Committee recommends $12,000,000 for 
Fire Facilities to address the problem of inadequate or unaffordable 
housing facing wildland firefighters working in certain geographic 
locations. 

Joint Fire Science.—The Committee provides $4,500,000 for the 
Joint Fire Science Program (JFSP), which when combined with 
funding in the U.S. Forest Service, provides $9,000,000 in total. 
The JFSP has funded important research including but not limited 
to fire ember production, estimating fire smoke related health bur-
den, and post-fire seeding treatments. The Committee urges the 
Agency to prioritize research related to workforce health and well- 
being of wildland firefighters. 

Increasing Intensity of Wildfires.—The Committee is concerned 
about the increasing intensity of wildfires in our nation’s forests. 
The Committee supports collaborative efforts to manage and con-
trol unwanted vegetation that, when left unmanaged, has the effect 
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of increasing intensity, rate of spread, and the number of forest 
acres burned annually. 

Wildfire Recovery.—The Committee directs the Department’s 
Natural and Cultural Resources Recovery Support function, in co-
ordination with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, to 
provide technical assistance, resources, and coordination to States, 
local, Tribal, and territorial governments when responding to wild-
fire recovery. The Department shall include feedback for preventa-
tive solutions to addressing mudslides that occur after wildfires. 

Aviation Resources.—The Committee directs $3,500,000 of the 
funds appropriated in this section to support the deployment of 
Container Aerial Fire Fighting Systems for maximum fire-retard-
ant air support for firefighter safety and full deployment of aerial 
support. 

WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS RESERVE FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $340,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 350,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 350,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +10,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The bill includes $350,000,000 for the Wildfire Suppression Oper-
ations Reserve Fund, which is $10,000,000 above the enacted level 
and equal to the budget request. Of the additional $2,650,000,000 
available for fire suppression operations, $350,000,000 is provided 
to the Department of the Interior and the remaining 
$2,300,000,000 is available through a transfer from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (Forest Service). The Committee provides these 
additional funds and authorities to ensure that sufficient resources 
are available to protect American homes, lands, and wildlife from 
catastrophic fires without requiring a transfer of funds from the 
very activities that advance forest health and prevent wildland 
fires. The Committee expects the Department to use suppression 
funds judiciously and continue to work closely with the Office of 
Management and Budget and the Forest Service to accurately ac-
count for expenditures and recover costs. 

CENTRAL HAZARDOUS MATERIALS FUND 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $10,064,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 10,116,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 9,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥1,064,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥1,116,000 

The Committee recommends $9,000,000 for the Central Haz-
ardous Materials Fund appropriation. 
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ENERGY COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $5,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 30,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 5,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥25,000,000 

The Committee recommends $5,000,000 for the Energy Commu-
nity Revitalization Program. Within 30 days of enactment of this 
Act, the Department is directed to update the Committee on the 
progress of establishing State and Tribal grant programs, how fis-
cal year 2023 funds have been appropriated to date, timeframes for 
Notices of Federal Opportunity, training, benchmarks, and guid-
ance for oversight and monitoring. 

Abandoned Hardrock Mine Reclamation.—The Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act authorized funding for an Abandoned 
Hardrock Mine program to assist States, Tribes, and Federal agen-
cies with inventorying, assessing, decommissioning, and reclaiming 
abandoned hardrock mine features. Of the funds provided, no less 
than $3,000,000 shall be for State grants for western States that 
do not qualify for funding through the Office of Surface Mining 
Reclamation and Enforcement and have significant hard rock leg-
acy mines that need to be reclaimed, but do not have a significant 
presence of coal mines or oil and gas legacy infrastructure. 

NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT AND RESTORATION 

NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FUND 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $8,037,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 8,338,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 7,750,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥287,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥638,000 

The Committee recommends $7,750,000 for the Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment Fund appropriation. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $112,198,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 142,897,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 89,758,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥22,440,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥53,139,000 

The Committee recommends $89,758,000 for the Working Capital 
Fund. 
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OFFICE OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND REVENUE 

NATURAL RESOURCES REVENUE 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $174,934,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 185,403,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 157,440,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥17,494,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥27,963,000 

The Committee recommends $157,440,000 for the Office of Nat-
ural Resources Revenue. 

Distribution of Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act Revenues.— 
The Committee continues its annual direction to the Office to dis-
tribute revenues from Gulf of Mexico operations in a manner con-
sistent with current law, including the Gulf of Mexico Energy Secu-
rity Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–432), as amended. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Section 101 continues a provision providing for emergency trans-
fer authority (intra-Bureau) with the approval of the Secretary 
when all other emergency funds have been exhausted. 

Section 102 continues a provision providing for emergency trans-
fer authority (Department-wide) with the approval of the Secretary. 

Section 103 continues a provision providing for the use of appro-
priations for certain services with the approval of the Secretary. 

Section 104 continues a provision permitting the transfer of 
funds between the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation, and the Bureau of Trust Funds Administration, and in-
cludes a notification requirement. 

Section 105 continues a provision permitting the redistribution of 
Tribal priority allocation and Tribal base funds to address identi-
fied, unmet needs, dual enrollment, overlapping services or inac-
curate distribution methodologies. 

Section 106 continues a provision allowing Outer Continental 
Shelf inspection fees to be collected by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Section 107 continues a provision allowing the Bureau of Land 
Management to enter into long-term cooperative agreements for 
long-term care and maintenance of excess wild horses and burros 
on private land. 

Section 108 continues a provision dealing with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s responsibilities for mass marking of salmonid 
stocks. 

Section 109 continues a provision allowing the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and Bureau of Indian Education to perform reimbursable 
work more efficiently and effectively. 

Section 110 continues bill language establishing a Department of 
the Interior Experienced Services Program. 

Section 111 continues a provision requiring funds to be available 
for obligation and expenditure no later than 60 days after the date 
of enactment. 

Section 112 continues authorization for the Secretary to transfer 
funds in conformity with the reprogramming requirements between 
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the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bureau of Indian Education 
in order to separate the accounts. 

Section 113 continues a provision providing funding for the Pay-
ments in Lieu of Taxes program. 

Section 114 continues a provision authorizing Tribally-controlled 
schools access to interagency motor vehicles in the same manner as 
if performing activities under the Indian Self Determination and 
Education Assistance Act. 

Section 115 continues a provision authorizing the Secretary of 
the Interior to establish appraiser rates of pay. 

Section 116 prohibits the Secretary from writing or issuing a pro-
posed rule for greater sage-grouse, the Columbian Basin distinct 
population, and the Bi-State distinct population segment for great-
er sage-grouse. 

Section 117 continues a provision authorizing the National Park 
Service to use up to seven percent of State assistance funds as 
grants to States for indirect costs. 

TITLE II—ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA or Agency) was cre-
ated by Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1970, which consolidated nine 
programs from five different agencies and departments. Major EPA 
programs include air and water quality, drinking water, hazardous 
waste, research, pesticides, radiation, toxic substances, enforcement 
and compliance assurance, pollution prevention, Inland oil spill, 
Superfund, Brownfields, and the Leaking Underground Storage 
Tank program. 

For fiscal year 2024, the Committee recommends $6,173,160,000 
for the Environmental Protection Agency. 

The Agency is directed to follow all guidance in House Report 
117–83 under the headings titled ‘‘Reprogramming’’, ‘‘Congressional 
Budget Justification’’, ‘‘Operating Plan’’, and ‘‘Workforce and Staff-
ing Plans’’. 

PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation Rule-
making.—The Government Accountability Office (GAO) is directed 
to complete a review of the Agency’s cost estimate included in the 
proposed rulemaking titled ‘‘PFAS National Primary Drinking 
Water Regulation Rulemaking’’, which shall include: an assessment 
of the Agency’s evaluation of the impacts on drinking water rate-
payers; an assessment of whether the cost estimate adequately ac-
counts for the differences in cost across urban and rural service ter-
ritories; an assessment of whether the cost estimate adequately in-
corporates all facets of compliance and implementation, such as 
testing, equipment, and operations and maintenance costs; and any 
gaps in data that would impact the cost estimate, such as the num-
ber of impacted water systems. 

Light-Duty Vehicle Fleet.—No funding is included within Title II 
for the Agency to plan, build out, or transition to electric or zero- 
emission vehicles and the associated charging infrastructure. 

The Committee is deeply concerned about the Administration’s 
policy regarding the purchase of electric vehicles by the Federal 
government, while at the same time stalling domestic critical min-
eral mining projects that would supply minerals like lithium and 
copper that are needed to produce electric vehicles. Until there is 
a stable supply of domestic-mined critical minerals, the Committee 
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does not support using Agency operating budgets for the purchase 
of electric vehicles. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

The Science and Technology (S&T) account funds all EPA re-
search (including Superfund research activities paid for with funds 
transferred into this account from the Hazardous Substance Super-
fund account). 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $802,276,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 967,838,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 560,707,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥241,569,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥407,131,000 

The Committee recommends $560,707,000 for Science and Tech-
nology and the Committee recommends that $31,928,000 be trans-
ferred to this account from the Hazardous Substance Superfund ac-
count for ongoing research activities. 

Clean Air.—The Committee recognizes the important role that 
Clean Air Allowance Trading Programs play in improving air qual-
ity and reducing pollution and directs the Agency to continue this 
effort. 

The Committee encourages the continued operation of the 
CASNET network. The Committee is aware that the Agency has 
initiated a study on this program and looks forward to receiving 
updates and information on the status and findings of the study. 

Homeland Security: Critical Infrastructure Protection.—The Com-
mittee supports the Agency’s role as the Sector Risk Management 
Agency for the water and wastewater systems sector. These efforts 
should be funded at no less than the enacted level. 

Research: Air and Energy.—Within available funds, the Com-
mittee continues funding for the study under the heading ‘‘Partner-
ship Research’’ contained in the explanatory statement of Public 
Law 115–141. 

Research: National Priorities.—The bill provides $10,000,000 for 
extramural research grants, independent of the Science to Achieve 
Results (STAR) grant program, to fund high-priority water quality 
and availability research by not-for-profit organizations who often 
partner with the Agency. Because these grants are independent of 
the STAR grant program, the Agency should strive to award grants 
in as large an amount as is possible to achieve the most scientif-
ically significant research. Funds shall be awarded competitively 
with priority given to partners proposing research of national scope 
and who provide a 25 percent match. The Agency is directed to al-
locate funds to grantees within 180 days of enactment of this Act. 

The Committee supports the Agency’s effort to prioritize new 
Federal research that will help farmers, ranchers, and rural com-
munities manage PFAS impacts in agricultural settings and com-
munities and the bill provides $8,000,000 to continue this work. 
The Agency is directed to work with the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture to invest in agronomic research to better understand PFAS 
uptake into plants and animals to help reduce PFAS exposure in 
our food supply and promote farm viability. This research should 
include the investigation of PFAS uptake from residual treated 
soils and soil-to-groundwater modeling, as well as the investigation 
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of PFAS tolerant crops that can grow safely on contaminated land. 
The Agency is directed to provide the Committee a briefing within 
90 days of enactment of this Act on these efforts. 

The bill provides $1,475,000 for advancing full scale applied re-
search and testing capabilities to address threats to drinking water 
and drinking water infrastructure, including cybersecurity re-
search, weatherization equipment, SCADA control systems, and 
water tanks at Water Security Test Bed facilities. Specifically, 
funding is provided for continuing and ongoing operations as well 
as the Agency’s proposed Phase 1 and Phase 2 projects to expand 
capabilities to support cybersecurity research at the Water Security 
Test Bed facility. 

Research: Safe and Sustainable Water Resources.—The Com-
mittee directs that up to $5,000,000 be used for grants under sec-
tion 2007 of America’s Water Infrastructure Act (Public Law 115– 
270). 

Additional Guidance.—The Committee includes the following ad-
ditional guidance with respect to funding provided under this ac-
count: 

6PPD.—The Committee encourages the Agency to work with do-
mestic 6PPD manufacturers and tire manufacturers to explore 
6PPD alternatives and develop testing approaches to evaluate al-
ternatives. The Committee directs the Agency to provide a briefing 
within 60 days of enactment of this Act on its plans to coordinate 
with industry experts to advance alternatives for 6PPD and to pro-
vide a progress report on these plans within 180 days of enactment 
of this Act. 

Chemical Reviews.—To ensure that the United States can main-
tain domestic production of chemicals to support critical supply 
chains, the Committee encourages the Agency to continue invest-
ments in the new chemicals program to accelerate the advance-
ment of new and innovative chemistries. The Committee expects 
the Agency to meet the 90-day statutory deadline for review of new 
chemicals as required by the Toxic Substances Control Act, as 
amended by the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st 
Century Act (P.L. 114–182), and to eliminate the backlog of sub-
missions. As part of this effort, the Committee encourages the 
Agency to update its policies, procedures, and guidance related to 
new chemical reviews, including ensuring transparent chemical 
category determinations and communication with submitters of any 
additional information required that is not part of the category doc-
ument, as well as processes for utilizing the submission’s intended 
use. The Committee continues to encourage the Agency to develop 
improved outreach and guidance so that submitters understand in-
formation needs, processes, and requirements prior to and during 
submission of pre-manufacturing notices. In addition, the Agency 
should enhance existing applicant engagement procedures to en-
sure timely communication and resolution of any issues, technical 
and procedural, that may arise during the 90-day review period. Fi-
nally, the Agency is encouraged to robustly implement the tiered 
testing approach, as required by Public Law 114–182, and provide 
a report to the Committee within 90 days of enactment of this Act 
on the status of all of the above. 

Additionally, when establishing occupational exposure limits, the 
Committee encourages the Agency to enhance coordination with 
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the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and 
strongly encourages the Agency to consider and incorporate rel-
evant limits established by the OSHA and the National Institute 
for Occupational Safety and Health as well as applicable standards 
and regulations related to workplace practices. 

Harmful Algal Blooms.—The Committee encourages the Agency 
to conduct and support research that promotes scientific progress 
towards preventing and controlling harmful algal blooms (HABs), 
including research to: (1) develop methods to monitor, characterize, 
and predict HABs for early action; (2) identify and evaluate exist-
ing excess nutrient prevention and treatment technologies; (3) iden-
tify emerging nutrient treatment technologies capable of being 
scaled up and to evolve those technologies; and (4) develop best 
management practices to help both rural and urban communities 
reduce excess nutrients in their watersheds. The Committee pro-
vides $6,000,000 to investigate adverse health effects from expo-
sure to HABs and cyanobacteria toxins and to develop methods to 
monitor, predict, and characterize blooms to allow for early action. 

IRIS Program Integrity.—The Committee notes that the IRIS 
program is on GAO’s High-Risk List and has yet to implement all 
of the recommendations from the 2014 National Academy of 
Sciences report. The Committee directs that no IRIS assessment 
shall be used, developed, finalized, peer reviewed, or issued for 
chemical substances under review by program offices outside of the 
Office of Research and Development. Further, no IRIS assessment 
shall be finalized that has a reference dose, reference concentra-
tion, or inhalation unit risk at or below background concentration 
levels in air, water, soil, or sediment. 

Mold.—The Committee is aware of the Agency’s work related to 
indoor mold and directs the Agency to brief the Committee within 
90 days of enactment of this Act on its recent actions and potential 
partnerships to assess or remediate indoor mold as well as any 
gaps in research related to indoor mold. 

PFAS Destruction and Disposal.—The Committee is aware of re-
search and development into new technologies to destroy PFAS and 
directs the Agency to develop guidance and a standardized process 
for evaluating methods of PFAS destruction, which shall include 
validation that each method under evaluation effectively destroys 
PFAS. Additionally, the Committee encourages the Agency to de-
velop best practices for water systems to dispose of PFAS waste 
after it is eliminated from the water supply. 

Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS).—The Committee notes that the 
Agency’s final rule titled ‘‘Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) Pro-
gram: Standards for 2023–2025 and Other Changes’’ does not in-
corporate the provisions from the proposed rule to allow renewable 
electricity (eRIN) to qualify under the Renewable Fuel Standard 
through the generation of eRIN credits by vehicle original equip-
ment manufacturers. The Committee remains concerned about the 
Agency’s eRIN provisions from the proposed rule and discourages 
the Agency moving forward with the eRIN program unless statu-
torily authorized by Congress. 

The Committee notes that the process for renewable fuel path-
ways continues to suffer from significant delays and inefficiencies, 
creating uncertainty for biofuel producers. The Committee directs 
the Agency to provide a report, within 60 days of enactment of this 
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Act, outlining recommendations on how to streamline and expedite 
the pathway petition and approval process and implement these 
changes. Additionally, the Committee is aware of interest from 
stakeholders in pathway petitions that include carbon capture and 
storage. 

The Committee is concerned about waste tire buildup. As such, 
the Committee directs the Agency to consider the qualification of 
fuels produced from waste plastic or waste tires as cellulosic 
biofuels. 

Student Contracting.—The bill includes language in Title II Ad-
ministrative Provisions providing authority for the Office of Chem-
ical Safety and Pollution Prevention and the Office of Water to con-
tract directly with individuals or indirectly with institutions or 
nonprofit organizations, without regard to 41 U.S.C. 5, for the tem-
porary or intermittent personal services of students or recent grad-
uates. The Committee directs the Agency to provide a briefing 
within 180 days of enactment of this Act regarding the Agency’s 
specific use of this authority over the last 10 years, how these con-
tracts have contributed to the Agency’s mission, and any rec-
ommended improvements to this program. 

Testing Alternatives.—The Committee directs the Agency to pub-
lish information regarding its work on New Approach Methods 
(NAM) to reduce and replace animal testing, including submissions 
that have been accepted for use and their particular applications, 
submissions that are currently being evaluated, and submissions 
that have been rejected. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS AND MANAGEMENT 

The Environmental Programs and Management (EPM) account 
encompasses a broad range of abatement, prevention, enforcement, 
and compliance activities, and personnel compensation, benefits, 
travel, and expenses for all programs of the Agency except Science 
and Technology, Hazardous Substance Superfund, Leaking Under-
ground Storage Tank Trust Fund, Inland Oil Spill Programs, and 
the Office of Inspector General. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $3,286,330,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 4,511,011,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 2,428,959,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥857,371,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥2,082,052,000 

The Committee recommends $2,428,959,000 for Environmental 
Programs and Management. A table of funding recommendations 
below the account level is provided below: 

Program Recommendation 

Brownfields ..................................................................................................................................................... $24,000,000 
Clean Air ......................................................................................................................................................... 210,000,000 
Compliance ..................................................................................................................................................... 82,528,000 
Enforcement .................................................................................................................................................... 250,000,000 
Environmental Protection: National Priorities ................................................................................................ 35,000,000 
Geographic Programs ..................................................................................................................................... 651,226,000 
Homeland Security .......................................................................................................................................... 6,201,000 
Indoor Air and Radiation ................................................................................................................................ 18,761,000 
Information Exchange/Outreach ..................................................................................................................... 83,000,000 
International Programs ................................................................................................................................... 10,000,000 
IT/Data Management/Security ........................................................................................................................ 65,000,000 
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Program Recommendation 

Legal Science/Regulatory/Economic Review ................................................................................................... 108,600,000 
Operations and Administration ...................................................................................................................... 204,366,000 
Pesticide Licensing ......................................................................................................................................... 120,277,000 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act ...................................................................................................... 90,000,000 
Toxics Risk Review and Prevention ................................................................................................................ 100,000,000 
Underground Storage Tanks (LUST/UST) ........................................................................................................ 10,000,000 
National Estuary Program .............................................................................................................................. 41,000,000 
Wetlands ......................................................................................................................................................... 22,000,000 
Ensure Safe Water .......................................................................................................................................... 95,000,000 
Ensure Clean Water ........................................................................................................................................ 202,000,000 

Clean Air.—The Committee recognizes the important role that 
Clean Air Allowance Trading Programs play in improving air qual-
ity and reducing pollution, including monitoring and data collection 
throughout the Northeast and supports continued operation of the 
program. 

Of the amount provided, $1,500,000 is to develop and dem-
onstrate nano-sensor technology with functionalized catalysts that 
have the potential to degrade selected contaminants in addition to 
detecting and monitoring pollutants. 

The Committee is aware of several voluntary partnerships de-
signed to reduce emissions and save energy, and encourages the 
continuance of such programs, like Energy STAR. 

However, the Committee is discouraged by the Agency’s May 18, 
2023, proposal to sunset the certification of certain products as part 
of the Energy STAR program and the impact of the proposal on the 
ability of consumers to access accurate information about the en-
ergy use and emissions of appliances and products. The Committee 
directs the Agency to not eliminate products or appliances from the 
Energy STAR program solely based on fuel type and to provide a 
briefing within 60 days of enactment of this Act on its analyses re-
lated to emissions reductions and costs to consumers of the pro-
posal. 

Environmental Protection: National Priorities—The bill provides 
$35,000,000. The Committee directs that funds be used for a com-
petitive grant program for qualified non-profit organizations to pro-
vide technical assistance for improved water quality or safe drink-
ing water, adequate wastewater to small systems, or individual pri-
vate well owners. The Agency shall provide $26,000,000 for Grass-
roots Rural and Small Community Water Systems Assistance Act, 
for activities specified under Section 1442(e) of the Safe Drinking 
Water Act (42 U.S.C.300–91(e)(8)). The Agency is also directed to 
provide $3,450,000 for grants to qualified not-for-profit organiza-
tions for technical assistance for individual private well owners, 
with priority given to organizations that currently provide technical 
and educational assistance to individual private well owners. The 
Agency is directed to provide on a national and multi-State re-
gional basis, $1,250,000 for grants to qualified organizations, for 
the sole purpose of providing on-site training and technical assist-
ance for wastewater systems. The Agency is directed to provide 
$4,300,000 for grants that may be awarded on a non-competitive 
basis to qualified non-profit national and multistate regional orga-
nizations with demonstrated experience in providing technical as-
sistance support to small and rural systems and communities for 
the purpose of providing technical assistance to small and rural 
communities that have been recipients of Community Project Fund-
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ing in fiscal years 2022, 2023, or in this Act, for assistance that in-
cludes, but is not limited to, preparing necessary documentation or 
application materials, complying with program requirements, and 
obtaining additional financial or technical resources. The Agency 
shall require each grantee to provide a minimum 10 percent match, 
including in-kind contributions. The Agency is directed to allocate 
funds to grantees within 180 days of enactment of this Act. 

Geographic Programs.—The bill provides $651,226,000. In addi-
tion to the amounts provided under this heading, fiscal year 2024 
funding is also provided through the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (P.L. 117–58). A detailed table of funding recommenda-
tions is below: 

Program Recommendation 
Infrastructure 

Investment and 
Jobs Act 

Total, 2024 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative ............................................ $368,000,000 $200,000,000 $568,000,000 
Chesapeake Bay ........................................................................ 92,000,000 47,600,000 139,600,000 
San Francisco Bay .................................................................... 24,000,000 4,800,000 28,800,000 
Puget Sound .............................................................................. 54,000,000 17,800,000 71,800,000 
Long Island Sound .................................................................... 40,002,000 21,200,000 61,202,000 
Gulf of Mexico ........................................................................... 25,524,000 10,600,000 36,124,000 
South Florida ............................................................................. 8,500,000 3,200,000 11,700,000 
Lake Champlain ........................................................................ 25,000,000 8,000,000 33,000,000 
Lake Pontchartrain .................................................................... 2,200,000 10,600,000 12,800,000 
Southern New England Estuaries ............................................. 7,000,000 3,000,000 10,000,000 
Columbia River Basin ............................................................... 3,000,000 15,800,000 18,800,000 
Other Geographic Activities ...................................................... 2,000,000 800,000 2,800,000 

Total ................................................................................. 651,226,000 343,400,000 994,626,000 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI).—The Committee di-
rects the Agency and other Federal partners to continue to work 
in coordination with the Great Lakes States, Tribes, local authori-
ties, and nonfederal stakeholders to prioritize action-oriented 
projects across the five focus areas in lieu of additional studies, 
monitoring, and evaluations. Such projects include, but are not lim-
ited to, remediating and delisting Areas of Concern, reducing nutri-
ent runoff, preventing and controlling invasive species, improving 
water quality, and increasing coastal resiliency through restoration 
and protection of streambanks, natural coastlines, and shorelines. 
As the Agency distributes funds across the five focus areas, Tribal- 
related activities should be maintained at not less than 
$15,000,000. 

The Committee remains concerned by the rise in harmful algal 
blooms (HABs) throughout the Great Lakes and believes that in-
vesting GLRI funding in innovative projects, including wetland and 
other natural infrastructure project designs, technologies, algae re-
mediation through harvesting or cultivation, or through other ap-
proaches, can achieve both nutrient and HAB reduction benefits at 
landscape scales. The Agency is directed to brief the Committee on 
its current and historical allocation of funds among the five focus 
areas, with a focus on Area 3 (nutrients) and Area 4 (habitat). Ad-
ditionally, the Committee urges the Agency to focus on HAB reduc-
tion efforts in Great Lakes regions where nutrient loading contrib-
utes the most to HABs. The Committee strongly supports projects 
that have cross-cutting benefits across focus areas and directs the 
Agency to combine resources from multiple focus areas and to de-
velop a more flexible and responsive allocation process, which en-
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sures that States and local communities have the capacity and 
tools to respond to the growing threat that HABs and other envi-
ronmental challenges pose to the Great Lakes. 

Chesapeake Bay.—From within the amount provided, at least 
$10,000,000 is for nutrient and sediment removal grants, at least 
$10,000,000 is for small watershed grants to control polluted runoff 
from urban, suburban, and agricultural lands, and at least 
$8,000,000 is for state-based implementation in the most effective 
basins. Additionally, the Agency is directed to work with the recipi-
ents of nutrient and sediment removal grants and small watershed 
grants for such recipients to report to the relevant Jurisdictions on 
the Best Management Practices installed using such grant funding 
to ensure that projects funded through such grants are accounted 
for and credited in the National Environmental Information Ex-
change Network (NEIEN) and the Chesapeake Bay modeling 
framework. 

Puget Sound.—The Committee recommends $54,000,000 for 
Puget Sound, which shall be allocated in the same manner as di-
rected in House Report 112–331. 

Long Island Sound.—The Committee directs the Agency to uti-
lize up to $2,000,000 of the funding provided for the Long Island 
Sound program to execute a Long Island Sound Study with existing 
academic partners with expertise in oceanography, chemistry, at-
mospheric science, hydrology, and marine biology. Expanded re-
search initiatives such as these are needed to collect and develop 
more data, as well as the modeling tools necessary for the contin-
ued protection and management of the Sound. 

South Florida.—Within the funds provided, $1,000,000 shall be 
for the expansion of the water quality and ecosystem health moni-
toring and prediction network which uses cutting-edge technologies 
for long-term monitoring of Florida waters, including molecular, 
algal, ocean floor, and seagrasses. 

Lake Champlain.—The Committee recommends $25,000,000 for 
the Lake Champlain program. Funds should be allocated through 
the Lake Champlain Basin Program Process to support implemen-
tation of Section 120 of the Clean Water Act, including partnering 
with States, local organizations, and other stakeholders working to 
address challenges in the area such as phosphorous pollution, toxic 
substances, biodiversity, and aquatic invasive species, and to make 
the lake and surrounding communities and ecosystems more resil-
ient. 

Great Lakes and Lake Champlain Invasive Species Program.— 
The Committee expects the Agency to continue to use funds from 
the appropriate Geographic Programs to address invasive species 
in the Great Lakes and Lake Champlain. 

Pesticide Licensing.—The Committee directs the Agency to con-
sider pesticide usage data, existing conservation practice data, real- 
world studies on the impact of spray drift on ground water and sur-
face water, and sub-county level species range maps when con-
ducting Endangered Species Act reviews of pesticides. Additionally, 
the Committee encourages the Agency to coordinate with and seek 
input from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and impacted stake-
holders when designing pilot projects or mitigation actions related 
to impacts of pesticides on listed species and their designated crit-
ical habitat before publishing any proposed interim decision or in-
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terim decision. Finally, the Committee recommends that the Agen-
cy ensure that any epidemiological study or data considered by the 
Agency for regulatory decision making in the pesticide review proc-
ess meets existing data quality requirements and can be verified 
and independently reviewed by the Agency. The Committee encour-
ages the Agency to update its guidance to ensure the above criteria 
are met. 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).—Of the funds 
provided under this program area, not less than $9,000,000 is for 
implementation of a Federal permit program for coal combustion 
residuals in non-participating States, as authorized under section 
4005(d)(2)(B) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 
6945(d)(2)(B)), or to provide technical assistance to States estab-
lishing their own permitting program under section 4005(d) of the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6945(d)). As soon as prac-
ticable, the Committee directs the Agency to adopt final regulations 
for the implementation of a Federal permit program in nonpartici-
pating States. 

Additionally, the Committee remains concerned about the Agen-
cy’s implementation of the ‘‘Hazardous and Solid Waste Manage-
ment System: Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals From Electric 
Utilities; A Holistic Approach to Closure Part A: Deadline To Ini-
tiate Closure’’ published in the Federal Register on August 28, 
2020 (85 Fed. Reg. 53516) and the ‘‘Hazardous and Solid Waste 
Management System: Disposal of CCR; A Holistic Approach to Clo-
sure Part B: Alternate Demonstration for Unlined Surface Im-
poundments’’ published in the Federal Register on November 12, 
2020 (85 Fed. Reg. 72506), specifically the Agency’s denials and 
limited conditional approvals of requests for extensions or alter-
native. The Committee is particularly concerned about the impact 
of the Agency’s implementation of these rules on the reliability of 
the electric grid. The Committee directs the Agency to provide a re-
port within 90 days of enactment of this Act on the process used 
to evaluate applications, the reasons for failing to grant full ap-
proval of applications, and an assessment of the Agency’s actions 
on the reliability of the electric grid. 

The Committee is aware of the Agency’s efforts related to recy-
cling and encourages the Agency to work with stakeholders on re-
cycling definitions and product labeling. Additionally, the Com-
mittee encourages the Agency to work with stakeholders to develop 
effective reuse and refill systems. 

The Committee recognizes the critical role plastics play in mod-
ern society. Advanced recycling can enable more of the plastics re-
lied upon today to be repurposed and reused. The Committee en-
courages the Agency to incorporate advanced recycling into its pro-
grams and strategies to improve collection and reuse of materials. 

The Committee notes the potential need for dependable bio-based 
and U.S.-grown plastic alternatives. Within 180 days of enactment 
of this Act, the Committee directs the Agency to provide a briefing 
on efforts to explore alternatives, such as United States-based 
hemp, and how such alternatives may be used as a cost-efficient al-
ternative in government-produced or funded materials, and report 
back to the Committee on these expanded efforts within 90 days of 
enactment of this Act. 
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The Committee encourages the Agency to continue efforts to 
track textile waste and directs the Agency to provide a briefing 
within 90 days of enactment of this Act regarding past and current 
efforts on textile waste. The Committee also encourages the Agency 
to incorporate textiles as a material into subsequent work stem-
ming from the National Recycling Strategy. 

Ensure Clean Water: National Estuary Program/Coastal Water-
ways.—From within the amount provided, the Committee provides 
$875,000 per estuary for National Estuary Program (NEP) grants 
funded under Section 320 of the Clean Water Act. An additional 
$2,800,000 is provided for competitive grants. The Committee en-
courages the Agency to work in consultation with the NEP direc-
tors to identify worthy projects and activities. In addition to the 
amount provided under this heading, Public Law 117–58 provides 
$26,400,000 for the NEP for fiscal year 2024. 

Additionally, the Committee directs the Agency to leverage exist-
ing Agency programs, expertise, and funding provided through 
Public Law 117–58, to support Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia Task Force 
States in implementing the Gulf Hypoxia Plan. In addition, Public 
Law 117–58 provides $12,000,000 for the Gulf Hypoxia Action Plan 
in fiscal year 2024. 

Ensure Safe Water.—Within available funds, the Committee pro-
vides no less than $5,000,000 for the Agency’s continued work with-
in the Underground Injection Control (UIC) program related to 
Class VI wells for geologic sequestration to help develop expertise 
and capacity at the Agency. These funds should be used by the 
Agency to expeditiously review and process Class VI permits and 
primacy applications from States and Tribes. In addition, the Com-
mittee provides $1,200,000 to support regulator education and 
training programs in conjunction with States or an association of 
States. In addition to the amount provided under this heading, 
Public Law 117–58 provides $5,000,000 for fiscal year 2024 for this 
effort. 

Additionally, the Committee continues the directive from House 
Report 117–400 requiring the Agency to provide an annual report 
to the Committee on the status of Class VI injection well primacy 
applications within the UIC Program. The report shall include the 
status and progress of current primacy applications, including a 
projected timeline for a final decision. 

Additionally, the Committee strongly encourages the Agency to 
consider permitting additional formations for long-term geologic se-
questration under the Class VI program, such as in-situ min-
eralization, and to consider developing a regulatory framework for 
Class II wells to be used for long-term geologic storage of carbon 
dioxide. 

Further, the Committee remains concerned about the State of 
California’s backlog and delays in issuing permits in a timely and 
predictable manner pursuant to its primary enforcement delegation 
under section 1425 of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) (42 
U.S.C. 300h–4) regarding implementation of the UIC Program for 
Class II wells. The Committee is aware that some UIC permits 
have been pending with the State of California for four years, 
which has resulted in a de facto ban on new oil and natural gas 
production in the State. Accordingly, the Committee directs the 
Agency to work with the State of California to ensure the UIC Pro-
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gram is receiving, processing, making determinations on, and 
issuing permits in, a more timely and predictable manner. The 
Committee directs the Agency to provide a briefing, including with 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, within 90 days of enact-
ment of this Act to discuss these actions. This briefing should also 
cover the Agency’s actions to consult with the State of California 
and relevant industry stakeholders to develop and implement a 
strategy to reduce or eliminate the State of California’s backlog and 
permitting delays related to Class II wells. Further, within 180 
days of enactment, the Committee directs the Agency to report on 
implementation of the Agency’s actions and outcomes of these ef-
forts. 

Ensure Clean Water.—The Committee supports the work of the 
WaterSense, Urban Waters, and Trash Free Waters programs and 
encourages the continuance of these programs. 

The Agency is directed to continue and expand its work coordi-
nating with Federal, State, local, and Tribal agencies to monitor 
and reduce transboundary hazardous contaminants in U.S.-British 
Columbia transboundary watersheds, including the Kootenai wa-
tershed. These efforts should be funded at no less than the enacted 
level. 

Additional Guidance.—The Committee has included the following 
additional guidance with respect to funding provided under this ac-
count: 

Administrator Priorities.—The Agency is directed to submit a re-
port within 90 days of enactment of this Act that identifies how 
any fiscal year 2021, 2022, and 2023 funding was used, by account, 
program area, and program project. Each activity funded should in-
clude a justification for the effort and any anticipated results. 

Central Data Exchange.—Within available funds, the Committee 
encourages the Agency to update and modernize the technology 
used by the Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics, including its 
Central Data Exchange system. 

Chlorpyrifos.—The Committee notes the pending court case in 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit regard-
ing the Agency’s reversal of its approval of 11 uses of chlorpyrifos. 
The Committee directs the Agency to stop any current action and 
take no further action related to the registration of chlorpyrifos 
until the pending case noted above is decided. 

Energy Reliability.—The Committee directs the Agency to ensure 
it is evaluating and considering impacts to the reliability of the 
grid and preventing negative consequences, such as rolling power 
outages, when developing and implementing environmental stand-
ards. This includes ensuring the Agency is aware of expected en-
ergy demands and the importance of maintaining energy sources 
that can prevent outages or other reliability issues. 

Ethylene Oxide.—The Committee is aware of the various uses of 
ethylene oxide and understands that more than 20 billion medical 
devices sold in the U.S. every year are sterilized with ethylene 
oxide, which represents half of the medical devices that require 
sterilization. The Committee directs the Agency to not move for-
ward with any regulatory action related to ethylene oxide until the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration certifies that such regulatory 
action will not adversely impact the availability of sterile medical 
products in the United States. 
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Hearing Process.—The Committee directs the Agency to work 
with the appropriate licensing or permitting Agency to ensure 
transparency and communication with impacted stakeholders and 
the applicant during a Clean Water Act Section 401(a)(2) hearing 
process, including developing and communicating clear timelines. 

Local Air Districts.—The Committee is aware that there are var-
ious local, State, and Federal standards, and cross-jurisdictional ac-
tivities, including prescribed burns on Federal forestland, that im-
pact a local air district’s compliance with air quality standards and 
encourages the Agency to identify and appropriately consider these 
various inputs when evaluating compliance. 

Local Emergency Planning Committees.—The Committee recog-
nizes the role of Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPC) as 
a resource for communities but is concerned about evaluating the 
effectiveness and performance of LEPCs. The Committee directs 
the Agency to provide a briefing within 90 days of enactment of 
this Act on information such as performance data for emergency 
planning committees, what data is accessible to the public, and an 
assessment of the Agency’s communication with the public on this 
topic. 

Non-refillable Cylinders.—The Committee is aware of the impact 
of the final rule titled ‘‘Phasedown of Hydrofluorocarbons: Estab-
lishing the Allowance Allocation and Trading Program Under the 
American Innovation and Manufacturing Act’’ on domestic manu-
facturers of non-refillable cylinders. The Committee continues the 
directive in House Report 117–400 for the Agency to study non-re-
fillable cylinders equipped with designs to make them distinguish-
able from non-refillable cylinders in use as of April 25, 2022 and 
that are equipped with unique safety valve technologies that pre-
vent fugitive emissions and leakage/venting and help facilitate the 
detection of illegal imports. 

Outstanding Permits and Requests for Technical Assistance.— 
The Committee directs the Agency to review, as quickly as possible, 
all outstanding permits for activities in the U.S. Territories. Addi-
tionally, the Agency is directed to coordinate with the Department 
of Defense and provide technical assistance as requested for such 
activities. This effort is important for U.S. national security inter-
ests in order to deter aggression by China in the area and to pro-
mote responsible economic development locally. 

Outreach to Farm Workers.—The Committee directs the Agency 
to continue its outreach program consistent with direction in House 
Report 117–83. 

Partnerships.—The Committee encourages the Agency to con-
sider including nuclear energy as part of the Green Energy Part-
nership Program. 

Pesticides Rulemaking.—The Committee is aware of concerns re-
lated to the final rule titled ‘‘Pesticides; Exemptions of Certain 
Plant-Incorporated Protectants (PIPs) Derived From Newer Tech-
nologies’’ published on May 31, 2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 34756) regard-
ing its disproportionally negative impact on small and medium 
sized companies and public sector research, especially those work-
ing in minor and specialty crops. The Committee directs the Agen-
cy to propose a revision to this final rule within 90 days of enact-
ment of this Act to reflect the mandate of the U.S. Coordinated 
Framework for the Regulation of Biotechnology to regulate based 
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on the environmental and human health risk of the product rather 
than the process used to develop the product; and provide the same 
regulatory oversight for all PIPs developed from conventionally 
compatible plants regardless of the process used to develop them. 

Pre-Commercial Thinning.—The Agency is directed to follow the 
guidance included in the joint explanatory statement accompanying 
Public Law 117–103. 

Proposed Rulemaking.—The Committee is aware of concerns 
about the Agency’s supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking ti-
tled ‘‘Standards of Performance for New, Reconstructed, and Modi-
fied Sources and Emissions Guidelines for Existing Sources: Oil 
and Natural Gas Sector Climate Review’’, including the ability to 
certify the validity of third-party testing and the lack of a small 
site exemption for low production and/or low number of pneumatic 
controllers that meet a minimum throughput, and urges the Agen-
cy to not issue a final rule until these concerns are adequately ad-
dressed and resolved. 

Sale of E15.—The Committee is concerned that it took the Agen-
cy more than a year to issue a proposed rule responding to peti-
tions from Governors of several States requesting to remove the 1- 
pound per square inch (psi) Reid vapor pressure (RVP) waiver for 
summer gasoline-ethanol blended fuels containing 10 percent eth-
anol (E10), and urges the Agency to finalize the rule as quickly as 
possible and respond to any future petitions in a more timely man-
ner and consistent with statutory deadlines. 

Small Refinery Relief.—The Committee recognizes that the Re-
newable Fuel Standard (RFS) under Clean Air Act Section 
211(o)(9) provides that the Agency may exempt small refineries 
from compliance with the RFS in certain circumstances and that 
a small refinery ‘‘may at any time petition the Administrator for 
an extension of the exemption . . . for the reason of dispropor-
tionate economic hardship’’. The Committee is concerned that the 
Agency’s proposed rule titled ‘‘Renewable Fuel Standard Program: 
Standards for 2023–2025 and Other Changes’’ states that there are 
not likely to be small refinery exemptions for 2023–2025 and is 
concerned about the lack of policies and procedures related to ex-
emption decisions. The Committee notes the recommendations in-
cluded in the November 3, 2022 GAO report titled ‘‘Renewable Fuel 
Standard: Actions Needed to Improve Decision-Making in the 
Small Refinery Exemption Program’’ and directs the Agency to pro-
vide ongoing updates to the Committee on implementation of the 
recommendations in the GAO report. 

Veto Authority.—The Committee is concerned about the use of 
Clean Water Act section 404(c) veto authority, which does not in-
corporate benefit analyses of projects to U.S. national security or 
supply chain issues. 

Water Leaks.—The Committee encourages the Agency’s Water In-
frastructure and Resiliency Finance Center to provide information 
to water utilities regarding tools, programs, and financial instru-
ments to address financial losses and repairs related to residential 
water leaks. 

Wildfire Smoke.—Within 90 days of enactment of this Act, the 
Agency is directed to brief the Committee on how it can improve 
wildfire smoke monitoring and standards, and what resources may 
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be required to integrate smoke and health data with existing wild-
fire data at the National Interagency Fire Center. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

The Office of Inspector General (OIG) provides audit, evaluation, 
and investigation products and advisory services for EPA programs 
and operations. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $44,030,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 64,526,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 44,030,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥20,496,000 

The Committee recommends $44,030,000 for the Office of Inspec-
tor General (OIG). In addition, the Committee recommends 
$13,847,000 as a transfer to this account from the Hazardous Sub-
stance Superfund account. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

The Buildings and Facilities account provides for the design and 
construction of EPA-owned facilities as well as for the repair, ex-
tension, alteration, and improvement of facilities used by the Agen-
cy. The funds are used to correct unsafe conditions, protect health 
and safety of employees and Agency visitors, and prevent deteriora-
tion of structures and equipment. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $48,752,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 111,685,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 24,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥24,752,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥87,685,000 

The Committee recommends $24,000,000 for Buildings and Fa-
cilities. 

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SUPERFUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The Superfund program is operated by EPA subject to annual ap-
propriations from a dedicated trust fund and from general reve-
nues. Funds are transferred from this account to the Office of In-
spector General (OIG) and Science and Technology accounts for 
Superfund related activities. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,282,700,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 355,856,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 355,856,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥926,844,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends $355,856,000 for the Hazardous 
Substance Superfund program. The Committee recommends that 
$13,847,000 be transferred to the Office of Inspector General (OIG), 
and $31,928,000 be transferred to the Science and Technology ac-
count. 

In addition to amounts provided under this heading, the Con-
gressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates that the Superfund pro-
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gram will receive $2,357,000,000 in tax receipts authorized by Pub-
lic Law 117–58 and Public Law 117–169. 

Superfund Cleanup.—The Committee recommends $45,850,000. 
Additional Guidance.—The Committee includes the following ad-

ditional guidance with respect to funding provided under this ac-
count: 

New and Emerging Technologies.—Consistent with prior year 
guidance to collaborate with the private sector to use the best 
available technologies to increase the rate of cleanups of Superfund 
sites around the country, the Committee directs the Agency to pro-
vide a report, within 60 days of enactment of this Act, outlining 
progress made toward incorporating in situ remediation tech-
nologies to restore Superfund sites and return them to productive 
use, as well as related water quality remediation projects. 

LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK TRUST FUND PROGRAM 

In addition to State resources, the Leaking Underground Storage 
Tank (LUST) Trust Fund provides funding to clean up sites, en-
forces necessary corrective actions, and recovers costs expended 
from the Fund for cleanup activities. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $93,205,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 108,739,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 83,885,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥9,320,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥24,854,000 

The Committee recommends $83,885,000 for the Leaking Under-
ground Storage Tank (LUST) Trust Fund Program. 

INLAND OIL SPILL PROGRAMS 

This appropriation provides funds to prepare for and prevent re-
leases of oil and other petroleum products in navigable waterways. 
In addition, EPA is reimbursed for incident specific response costs 
through the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund managed by the United 
States Coast Guard. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $22,072,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 27,551,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 19,865,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥2,207,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥7,686,000 

The Committee recommends $26,502,000 for the Inland Oil Spill 
Program. 

STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS 

The State and Tribal Assistance Grants (STAG) account provides 
grant funds for programs operated primarily by State, Tribal, local, 
and other governmental partners. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $4,480,428,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 5,855,624,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 2,583,858,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥1,896,570,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥3,271,766,000 
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The Committee recommends $2,583,858,000. In addition, the In-
frastructure Investment and Jobs Act appropriates $11,221,000,000 
for fiscal year 2024, making the fiscal year 2024 program level 
$13,804,858,000. 

The Committee provides the following additional detail by pro-
gram area: 

Program Recommendation 

Infrastructure Assistance Grants: 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) ................................................................................... 535,000,000 
(Clean Water CPF) ....................................................................................................................... (470,139,492) 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) ............................................................................... 460,611,000 
(Drinking Water CPF) ................................................................................................................... (410,309,777) 
Southwest Water Infrastructure .................................................................................................. 29,000,000 
Alaska Native Villages ................................................................................................................ 30,558,000 
Brownfields projects .................................................................................................................... 80,000,000 
Diesel Emissions Grants ............................................................................................................. 105,000,000 
Targeted Airshed Grants ............................................................................................................. 69,927,000 
Small and Disadvantaged Communities .................................................................................... 23,221,000 
Lead Testing in Schools .............................................................................................................. 30,500,000 
Reducing Lead in Drinking Water ............................................................................................... 25,011,000 
Drinking Water Infrastructure Resilience and Sustainability ..................................................... 7,000,000 
Technical Assistance for Wastewater Treatment Works ............................................................. 27,000,000 
Small and Medium Publicly Owned Treatment Works Circuit Rider Program ........................... 5,000,000 
Grants for Low and Moderate Income Household Decentralized Wastewater Systems .............. 5,000,000 
Connection to Publicly Owned Treatment Works ........................................................................ 3,000,000 
Alternative Water Sources Grants Pilot Program ........................................................................ 3,000,000 
Sewer Overflow and Stormwater Reuse Grants .......................................................................... 50,000,000 
Water Infrastructure Workforce Investment ................................................................................ 2,000,000 
Recycling Infrastructure .............................................................................................................. 3,000,000 
Midsize and Large Drinking Water System Infrastructure Resilience and Sustainability ......... 5,000,000 
Indian Reservation Drinking Water Programs ............................................................................. 2,000,000 
Stormwater Infrastructure Technology ........................................................................................ 5,000,000 
Enhanced Aquifer Use and Recharge ......................................................................................... 5,000,000 

Subtotal, Infrastructure Assistance Grants ....................................................................... 1,510,828,000 
Categorical Grants: 

Beaches Protection ...................................................................................................................... 10,619,000 
Brownfields .................................................................................................................................. 36,340,000 
Environmental Information .......................................................................................................... 5,000,000 
Resource Recovery and Hazardous Waste Grants ...................................................................... 80,850,000 
Lead ............................................................................................................................................. 16,326,000 
Nonpoint Source (Sec. 319) ........................................................................................................ 182,000,000 
Pesticides Enforcement ............................................................................................................... 24,000,000 
Pesticides Program Implementation ........................................................................................... 14,000,000 
Pollution Control (Sec. 106) ........................................................................................................ 237,000,000 
(Water Quality Monitoring) .......................................................................................................... (18,512,000) 
Pollution Prevention ..................................................................................................................... 4,973,000 
Public Water System Supervision ................................................................................................ 94,000,000 
Radon .......................................................................................................................................... 10,995,000 
State and Local Air Quality Management ................................................................................... 231,391,000 
Toxic Substances Compliance ..................................................................................................... 5,010,000 
Tribal Air Quality Management ................................................................................................... 16,415,000 
Tribal General Assistance Program ............................................................................................. 74,750,000 
Underground Injection Control (UIC) ........................................................................................... 13,164,000 
Underground Storage Tanks ........................................................................................................ 1,505,000 
Wetlands Program Development ................................................................................................. 14,692,000 

Subtotal, Categorical Grants .............................................................................................. 1,073,030,000 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (P.L. 117–58): 

Clean Water SRF ......................................................................................................................... 2,403,000,000 
Clean Water SRF (emerging contaminants) ............................................................................... 225,000,000 
Drinking Water SRF ..................................................................................................................... 2,403,000,000 
Drinking Water SRF (lead service lines) ..................................................................................... 3,000,000,000 
Drinking Water SRF (PFAS) ......................................................................................................... 800,000,000 
SDWA Section 1459A(a–j) ........................................................................................................... 1,000,000,000 
Brownfields .................................................................................................................................. 300,000,000 
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Program Recommendation 

Pollution Prevention Act .............................................................................................................. 20,000,000 
Save Our Seas 2.0 Section 302(a) ............................................................................................. 55,000,000 
Recycling Education and Outreach ............................................................................................. 15,000,000 
Clean School Bus Program ......................................................................................................... 1,000,000,000 

Total .................................................................................................................................... 13,771,812,000 

Community Project Funding (CPF) Grants.—From within funds 
provided for capitalization grants for the Drinking Water State Re-
volving Fund (SRF) and the Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
(SRF), the Committee recommends $470,139,492 from the Clean 
Water SRF and $410,309,777 from the Drinking Water SRF for 
special project grants for the construction of drinking water, waste-
water, and storm water infrastructure and for water quality protec-
tion. Each project shall provide not less than 20 percent matching 
funds from non-Federal sources, unless approved for a waiver. Ap-
plicable Federal requirements that would apply to a Clean Water 
SRF or Drinking Water SRF project grant recipient shall apply to 
a grantee receiving a special project grant under this section. The 
Committee notes that the following funding sources are to be treat-
ed as non-Federal funds and can be used to meet the non-Federal 
matching fund requirement: U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Community Development Block Grant pro-
gram; U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development Pro-
gram; Appalachian Regional Commission grants; and Delta Re-
gional Authority grants. Funding made available to jurisdictions 
through the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Public Law 117– 
92) are considered Federal funds and may not be applied towards 
the non-Federal cost share requirement. A detailed list of projects 
is located in the table titled ‘‘Interior and Environment Incorpora-
tion of Community Project Funding Items’’ at the end of this re-
port. 

The Committee is frustrated by the large number of CPF recipi-
ents from fiscal years 2022 and 2023 that have still not received 
funding and directs the Agency to develop a plan to provide fund-
ing in a more timely manner. The Agency is directed to brief the 
Committee on its plan within 60 days of enactment of this Act. 

Brownfields Program.—The Committee directs that at least 10 
percent of such grants be provided to areas in which at least 20 
percent of the population has lived under the poverty level over the 
past 30 years as determined by censuses and the most recent Small 
Area Income and Poverty Estimates as described in the bill. In ad-
dition to the amount provided under this heading, Public Law 117– 
58 provides $300,000,000 for the Brownfields program for fiscal 
year 2024. 

Targeted Airshed Grants.—These grants shall be distributed on 
a competitive basis to nonattainment areas that the Agency deter-
mines are ranked as the top five most polluted areas relative to an-
nual ozone or particulate matter 2.5 standards, as well as the top 
five areas based on the 24-hour particulate matter 2.5 standard 
where the design values exceed the 35 mg/m3 standard. To deter-
mine these areas, the Agency shall use the most recent design val-
ues calculated from validated air quality data. The Committee 
notes that these funds are available for emission reduction activi-
ties deemed necessary for compliance with national ambient air 
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quality standards and included in a State Implementation Plan 
submitted to EPA. 

Stormwater Centers of Excellence.—The Committee recognizes 
the importance of addressing stormwater and stormwater runoff in 
the different regions of the country. To address both the near- and 
long-term issues, the bill provides $5,000,000 for the grant program 
authorized in Section 50217(b) of Public Law 117–58 and the Com-
mittee encourages the Agency to prioritize awarding the funds to 
establish the centers of excellence as expeditiously as possible. 

Categorical Grant: Resource Recovery and Hazardous Waste 
Grants.—The bill includes a provision to spend categorical grant 
funds for the purpose of providing grants to assist States in the de-
velopment and implementation of State programs for the control of 
coal combustion residuals under section 2301 of the Water and 
Waste Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–322). The Agency is directed 
to allocate $4,000,000 from the Hazardous Waste Financial Assist-
ance categorical grants program project for this purpose. The Com-
mittee is frustrated that prior-year funding for this purpose has not 
yet been provided to States and directs the Agency to provide the 
funding to States as soon as practicable. The Committee also notes 
that funds awarded under the authority provided by this Act are 
not subject to section 3011 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (Public 
Law 89–272). 

Additionally, of the funding provided, $10,000,000 is to support 
post-consumer materials management or recycling facilities, con-
sistent with section 302(a) of the Save Our Seas 2.0 Act (Public 
Law 116–224) and the Agency is encouraged to ensure investments 
made by the materials recovery facilities (MRF) are material neu-
tral. 

Additional Guidance.—The Committee includes the following ad-
ditional guidance with respect to funding provided under this ac-
count: 

Bonded Indebtedness.—The Committee acknowledges that envi-
ronmental remediation mandates can become burdensome for low- 
income communities. The Agency is encouraged to work with these 
communities to find ways to reduce the bonded indebtedness re-
lated to environmental remediation mandates, especially in urban 
and rural areas that are in the bottom quartile of median income. 

Class 8 Trucks.—The Committee is aware of several programs to 
reduce emissions from the transportation sector and directs the 
Agency to brief the Committee within 90 days of enactment of this 
Act on the eligibility of Class 8 trucks to participate in these pro-
grams, including any exclusions from participation. Additionally, 
the Committee encourages the Agency to coordinate with the De-
partment of Transportation and the Department of Energy in ad-
ministering funding for reducing emissions in the transportation 
sector. 

Lead Service Lines.—Public Law 117–58 provides a significant 
investment in pipe replacement to address lead remediation in 
drinking water systems. The Committee is aware that remediation 
may temporarily increase the risk of lead exposure during the short 
period of time in which pipes are being replaced and extant lead 
may be agitated throughout the water system. The Committee en-
courages the Agency to consider providing recommendations for 
local drinking water systems to assess blood lead level tests among 
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children in projects funded by EPA lead remediation grants. The 
Committee directs the Agency to report on the status of such out-
reach, and any findings, at regular intervals. 

Public Water Systems Infrastructure.—The Committee is aware 
of water infrastructure needs across the country and directs the 
Agency to work with States to encourage prioritizing Federal fund-
ing for public water systems to make infrastructure improvements, 
including upgrades to water treatment facilities, storage tanks, and 
replacing distribution pipes in rural areas and for small water sys-
tems. 

Stormwater Systems Service Life.—The Committee recognizes 
that certain activities can help extend the service life of water in-
frastructure systems, such as stormwater infrastructure systems 
that have biofiltration, hydrodynamic separation, infiltration, and 
nutrient separation systems. The Committee recommends that the 
Agency encourage States to consider the benefits of projects that 
incorporate plans to extend the useful life of the system when uti-
lizing Federal funding. 

Use of Iron and Steel.—The Committee emphasizes that any 
coating processes that are applied to the external surface of iron 
and steel components that otherwise qualify under the procure-
ment preference shall not render such products ineligible for the 
procurement preference regardless of where the coating processes 
occur, provided that final assembly of the products occur in the 
United States. 

Water Pipe Leak Detection.—The Committee is concerned about 
the impact of water loss from pipeline leaks on the availability of 
affordable drinking water and on the long-term integrity of water 
and wastewater infrastructure and encourages the Agency to con-
sider the best available leak prevention technologies as part of its 
State and Tribal Assistance Grants decision making processes. 

Water Treatment.—The Committee recommends that the Agency 
encourage States to consider innovative and cost-effective ways to 
evaluate water treatment solutions, including pilot projects for 
water treatment projects. 

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND INNOVATION PROGRAM 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $75,640,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 80,443,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 72,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥3,640,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥8,443,000 

The Committee recommends $72,000,000 for the Water Infra-
structure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) Program. 

The Committee is aware of projects that have received WIFIA fi-
nancing to address drought resilience and water supply in Colorado 
River Basin States and encourages the Agency to review any pend-
ing applications for further projects in this area as expeditiously as 
possible. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:54 Jul 25, 2023 Jkt 052959 PO 00000 Frm 00075 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\HR155.XXX HR155dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

P
O

R
T



76 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The bill continues a provision authorizing the Administrator to 
assist Tribes with their environmental program implementation 
and to enter into cooperative agreements. 

The bill continues a provision authorizing the Administrator to 
collect and obligate certain pesticide fees in accordance with the 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. 

The bill continues a provision authorizing the Administrator to 
assess certain fees under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
Rodenticide Act. 

The bill continues a provision authorizing the Administrator to 
collect and obligate certain hazardous waste electronic manifest 
fees in accordance with the Solid Waste Disposal Act. 

The bill continues a provision authorizing the Administrator to 
transfer funds appropriated for the Great Lakes Restoration Initia-
tive to other Federal agencies in support of restoration activities. 

The bill continues a provision authorizing the use of certain ac-
counts for construction, alteration, repair, rehabilitation, and res-
toration of facilities, up to $300,000 per project. 

The bill continues a provision authorizing the Administrator to 
make certain Clean Water Act grants to tribes. 

The bill continues a provision authorizing the Administrator to 
provide grants to implement the Southeast New England Water-
shed Restoration Program. 

The bill directs the availability of $2,800,000 of funds for the Na-
tional Estuary program as competitive grants. 

The bill continues a provision authorizing the Office of Chemical 
Safety and Pollution Prevention and the Office of Water to use up 
to $2,000,000 to hire students and recent graduates as contractors 
on a temporary or intermittent basis. 

TITLE III—RELATED AGENCIES 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
ENVIRONMENT 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,411,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥411,000 

The Committee recommends $1,000,000 for the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment. 

FOREST SERVICE 

The U.S. Forest Service (Forest Service) manages 193 million 
acres of National Forests, Grasslands, and a Tallgrass Prairie, 
across 44 States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and co-
operates with States, other Federal agencies, Tribes, and private 
landowners to sustain the Nation’s forests and grasslands. The For-
est Service administers a wide variety of programs and activities 
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that sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of forests and 
grasslands to include forest and rangeland research, State and pri-
vate forestry assistance, cooperative forest health management, 
international operations, National Forest System management, and 
wildland fire management. 

The Committee is aware of the Administration’s legislative pro-
posal regarding firefighter compensation and the request for addi-
tional funding to implement the legislation. If authorizing legisla-
tion regarding firefighter compensation is enacted, the Committee 
will consider providing the funding required to implement such 
Act. 

Critical Minerals.—The Committee directs the Forest Service to 
coordinate with the Department of Defense and other cooperating 
agencies to ensure that priority is given to completing the review 
of critical mineral projects that support national security objectives. 
The Forest Service shall provide a report to the Committee, within 
120 days of enactment of this Act, on projects that have been sub-
mitted, are under review, or are currently in production that would 
result in the production of any strategic mineral (as defined by sec-
tion 3(a) of the Strategic 8 and Critical Materials Stock Piling Act 
(50 U.S.C. 9 98b(a))). 

Lake Tahoe Basin.—The Environmental Protection Agency has 
identified Lake Tahoe as a priority watershed. The Committee di-
rects the Forest Service to support the implementation of Public 
Law 106–506, as amended, and restoration efforts in the greater 
Lake Tahoe fireshed, at no less than the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
levels for hazardous fuels, vegetation and watershed, and forest co-
operative health efforts. 

Light-Duty Vehicle Fleet.—No funding is included within Title III 
for the Forest Service to plan, build out, or transition to electric or 
zero-emission vehicles and the associated charging infrastructure. 

The Committee is deeply concerned about the Administration’s 
policy regarding the purchase of electric vehicles by the Federal 
government, while at the same time stalling domestic critical min-
eral mining projects that would supply minerals like lithium and 
copper that are needed to produce electric vehicles. Until there is 
a stable supply of domestically-mined critical minerals, the Com-
mittee does not support using agency operating budgets for the 
purchase of electric vehicles. 

MAPLand Act.—The Committee urges the Forest Service to con-
tinue to work with the Department of the Interior and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to jointly develop and adopt interagency 
standards to ensure compatibility and interoperability among Fed-
eral databases for the collection and dissemination of outdoor recre-
ation data related to Federal lands and used to depict locations at 
which recreation uses are available to the public. 

Remote Automated Weather Stations (RAWS).—The Committee is 
aware that the current RAWS network has not had a coverage 
analysis done for several years. The recommendation includes 
$1,000,000 for the Forest Service and its interagency partners to 
conduct a coverage analysis including factors such as recent Na-
tional Fire Danger Rating System upgrades and proposals to deter-
mine a more appropriate network coverage. The analysis shall also 
include how newer remote sensing technologies could augment or 
replace the fixed RAWS network and provide a 10-year budget 
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plan. The Forest Service shall report the findings of the analysis 
to the Committee within 270 days after the enactment of this Act. 

Salt Cedar and Russian Olive Trees.—The Committee looks for-
ward to receiving the report required by House Report 117–400. 

Use of Sediment.—The Forest Service is strongly encouraged to 
issue regulations and accompanying guidance to establish an effi-
cient process to facilitate the relocation of non-contaminated, accu-
mulated sediment from behind a dam or impoundment within or 
adjacent to Forest Service lands, where such sediment impairs 
water supply or electric power generation or could potentially pose 
a threat to the structural integrity of the dam. The Forest Service 
shall identify sites on Forest Service lands for the beneficial use of 
relocated sediment, including habitat restoration, land grading, cre-
ation and augmentation of firebreaks, and road augmentation. Fur-
ther, the Forest Service is directed to report to the Committee 
within 180 days of enactment of this Act on the feasibility of using 
uncontaminated sediment removed from impoundments for bene-
ficial uses on Forest Service lands. 

FOREST SERVICE OPERATIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,152,744,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,316,499,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,069,086,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥83,658,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥247,413,000 

The Committee recommends $1,069,086,000 for Forest Service 
Operations. 

FOREST AND RANGELAND RESEARCH 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $307,273,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 349,082,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 275,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥32,273,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥74,082,000 

The Committee recommends $275,000,000 for Forest and Range-
land Research. 

Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA).—The recommendation in-
cludes $32,197,000 for FIA. 

Timber Products Output Survey.—The Committee directs the 
Forest Service to continue its work with academic partners to le-
verage FIA program data and information to conduct economic 
analyses focused on ensuring a sustainable timber supply for the 
growing demand for wood and wood-based building materials. 

Aspen.—Leveraging the Bureau of Land Management’s Forest 
Ecosystem Health and Recovery fund, the Committee encourages 
the Forest Service to test roller felling efficacy in the reforestation 
of aspen. 

White Oak.—The Forest Service’s FIA data shows that white oak 
occupies 103 million acres in the eastern United States. The Com-
mittee is concerned that the white oak is not regenerating as it has 
in the past. Given the white oak’s critical role for wildlife, biodiver-
sity, and forest products, the Committee directs the Forest Service 
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to develop a strategy to naturally regenerate white oak on its na-
tional forests and further directs the Forest Service to increase pri-
vate forest landowner outreach and education to establish white 
oak forests for future generations. 

Research and Development Programs.—The recommendation in-
cludes $67,000,000 for research and development activities. The 
Committee encourages the Forest Service to focus its efforts on re-
search and development related to wildfire, watersheds, and wood 
products. 

Forest Products Laboratory.—The Committee provides not less 
than the fiscal year 2023 enacted level for the Forest Products Lab-
oratory to continue research to advance wood markets, including 
research on wood-based nanotechnology, advanced wood products 
that incorporate carbon fiber, and wood use in building construc-
tion including research on the life cycle impacts of wood as a build-
ing material. 

Joint Fire Science.—The Forest Service is directed to provide 
$4,500,000 to the Joint Fire Science program, which combined with 
funding in the Department of the Interior provides $9,000,000 in 
total. In addition, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act pro-
vides $2,000,000 in fiscal year 2024 for the activities of the Joint 
Fire Science program. 

Biomass.—The recommendation provides $1,500,000 for the For-
est Products Laboratory to continue its work with university part-
ners that seek to optimize biomass commercialization, including 
lumber standards, mass timber construction, and durability. 

Carbon Uptake in Trees Research.—The Committee continues to 
support research optimizing and improving the understanding of 
carbon uptake in trees in a manner consistent with advancing tra-
ditional food and fiber mission objectives. 

Cellulose Nanomaterials.—The Committee includes not less than 
$2,000,000 to support research on forest-based cellulose nanomate-
rials, including material forms, manufacturing processes, and tech-
nology transfer. 

Digital Forestry.—Within 90 days of enactment of this Act, the 
Forest Service is directed to brief the Committee on the feasibility 
of establishing a Digital Forestry Systems Research Consortium fo-
cused on the eastern U.S. forests to advance data-driven, AI-sup-
ported forest management systems that increase both the objec-
tives of ecosystem services and operational efficiency. 

National Agroforestry Center.—The Committee provides not less 
than $2,000,000 to support the work of the National Agroforestry 
Center to advance the health, diversity, and productivity of work-
ing lands, waters, and communities through agroforestry. 

Northeastern States Research Cooperative.—The Committee pro-
vides not less than $5,000,000 for continuation of the Forest Serv-
ice’s partnership with the Northeastern Research Cooperative to 
sustain the health of the northern forest ecosystem. 

Northwest Wildland and Rangeland Fire Science Research.—The 
Committee recognizes the growing economic and ecological threat 
wildfires pose to communities in the Northwest. The Committee di-
rects the Forest Service to partner with a land-grant institution 
with a demonstrated history of forest and rangeland wildfire re-
search in the Northwest region to advance the design and imple-
mentation of geographically, ecologically, and culturally relevant 
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science-based treatments at scale across public, private, and Tribal 
forests and rangelands. The Committee provides $5,000,000 to de-
velop this initiative and expects that all stakeholders, including in-
dustry, be included in this effort. 

STATE, PRIVATE, AND TRIBAL FORESTRY 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $337,758,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 327,669,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 305,198,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥32,560,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥22,471,000 

The Committee recommends $305,198,000 for State, Private, and 
Tribal Forestry. 

Project Recommendation 

Landscape Scale Restoration ......................................................................................................................... $16,000,000 
Federal Lands Forest Health Management .................................................................................................... 16,000,000 
Cooperative Lands Forest Health Management ............................................................................................. 30,000,000 
State Fire Capacity Grants (State Fire Assistance) ....................................................................................... 79,000,000 
Volunteer Fire Capacity Grants (Volunteer Fire Assistance) .......................................................................... 22,000,000 
Forest Stewardship (Working Forest Lands) .................................................................................................. 12,000,000 
Community Forest and Open Space Conservation ......................................................................................... 5,500,000 
Urban and Community Forestry ..................................................................................................................... 40,000,000 
International Programs and Trade Compliance ............................................................................................. 22,000,000 

In addition, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act provides 
$305,360,000 for fiscal year 2024 for this appropriation. 

Invasive Species.—The Committee strongly encourages the Forest 
Service to address high priority invasive species, pests, and dis-
eases, including the Emerald Ash Borer, bark beetle, glossy 
buckthorne, amur honeysuckle, and Callery pear. 

Lake Tahoe Basin State Fire Capacity Grants.—The Committee 
recognizes the Forest Service’s efforts to create fire-resilient com-
munities utilizing active fuel reduction treatments and collabora-
tion with municipal water and fire agencies to improve critical in-
frastructure and expand wildfire response capabilities in the Lake 
Tahoe Basin and urges the Forest Service to support the implemen-
tation of Public Law 106–506, as amended. To support these imple-
mentation efforts, the Committee provides up to $10,000,000 for 
projects to improve critical infrastructure and expand wildfire re-
sponse capabilities in the Lake Tahoe Basin. 

International Programs.—The recommendation includes 
$2,000,000 for the Forest Service to utilize existing university part-
nerships to expand work in areas including, but not limited to, de-
terring illegal logging, promoting trade in wood products, sup-
porting migratory species, researching invasive species, and col-
laborating with local communities and indigenous peoples. 

Assessment of International Forest Products.—The Committee 
looks forward to receiving the Forest Service’s report required by 
House Report 117–400. 
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NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,974,388,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 2,226,280,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,816,437,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥157,951,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥409,843,000 

The Committee recommends $1,816,437,000 for the National For-
est System. The table below provides the Committee’s rec-
ommendation by program element. 

Project Recommendation 

Land Management .......................................................................................................................................... $17,000,000 
Recreation, Heritage, and Wilderness ............................................................................................................ 60,000,000 
Hazardous Fuels ............................................................................................................................................. 207,000,000 
Grazing Management ..................................................................................................................................... 7,500,000 
Forest Products ............................................................................................................................................... 41,600,000 
Vegetation and Watershed Management ....................................................................................................... 35,000,000 
Wildlife and Fish Habitat Management ......................................................................................................... 24,000,000 
Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Fund ........................................................................................ 32,000,000 
Minerals and Geology Management ............................................................................................................... 14,500,000 
Land Ownership Management ........................................................................................................................ 8,000,000 
Law Enforcement Operations ......................................................................................................................... 19,505,000 

In addition, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act provides 
$529,800,000 for fiscal year 2024 for this appropriation. 

Recreation, Heritage, and Wilderness.—The recommendation pro-
vides $3,000,000 to support infrastructure and trails development 
and to build the capacity of local user groups and partnership orga-
nizations for all National Recreation Areas administered by the 
Forest Service and established after 1997; $2,000,000 to continue 
implementation of the Native American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience (NATIVE) Act and to engage with Tribes, Tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawaiian organizations to promote sus-
tainable native tourism activities and to identify areas where tech-
nical assistance, training and cultural tourism development sup-
port is needed; $750,000 for the maintenance of rural airstrips; and 
$500,000 to support infrastructure and trails development and to 
build airstrip capacity of local user groups and partnership organi-
zations. 

Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area (LBL).—The 
Committee acknowledges the passage of the Public Law 117–328 
and the unique role the LBL plays in protecting natural resources 
and wildlife, promoting environmental conservation education, and 
preserving over 170,000 acres of forests, wetlands, and open lands 
on the peninsula between Kentucky and Barkley Lakes in Ken-
tucky and Tennessee. The Committee strongly encourages the For-
est Service to provide funding at no less than the enacted level, 
and at a level sufficient to accomplish deferred maintenance 
projects, to support recreation and heritage activities, and to im-
prove transportation corridors and bridges, consistent with Public 
Law 117–328. These projects should include, but are not limited to, 
repairs and maintenance of sewer and wastewater infrastructure, 
cultural exhibits, roadways, and crossings. The Committee directs 
the Forest Service to provide a list of all deferred maintenance 
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projects and a cost estimate of these projects at the LBL to the 
Committee within 90 days of enactment of this Act. 

Hazardous Fuels Management.—The recommendation provides 
$207,000,000 for fuels management activities and does not transfer 
the program to Wildland Fire Management as requested. Of the 
funds made available for fuels management, $30,000,000 is pro-
vided for Wood Innovation Grants and $6,600,000 is provided for 
the Southwest Ecological Restoration Institutes. The Forest Service 
shall consider adding an Interior West Institute in the State of Ne-
vada, consistent with Public Law 108–317. 

Forest Clean Up of Downed Timber.—Within the amount pro-
vided for Forest Products, the Forest Service is encouraged to clean 
up and remove downed timber across the panhandle of Florida, as 
well as southern Alabama and Georgia. 

Giant Sequoias.—The Committee provides no less than 
$4,800,000 to support giant sequoia grove fuels reduction and res-
toration work following the SQF Complex Fire. 

Tree Mortality in California.—Notwithstanding recent storms in 
the State of California, the Committee remains concerned about 
the scope and scale of tree mortality on forested lands in California 
and the risk they pose for catastrophic wildfires. According to re-
cent Forest Service research, more than 36 million trees died in 
California in the last year alone, with 1.9 million of those trees in 
Fresno County. For example, the 2020 Creek Fire, the fifth largest 
fire in the history of California, burned over 379,000 acres pri-
marily in the Sierra National Forest. Accordingly, the Committee 
urges the Forest Service to use all existing authorities to remove 
dead and dying trees in California and the western United States. 
Furthermore, the Committee expects the Forest Service to fully ex-
ercise the authority under section 6591a and section 6591b of title 
16, United States Code, to advance hazardous fuels reduction 
projects in National Forests. 

Grazing Management.—The recommendation includes an in-
crease for grazing management for the Forest Service to address 
the backlog of allotments still requiring National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) analysis and documentation. Within the amount 
provided, the Forest Service is expected to administer existing per-
mits to ensure grazing will be sustained at the appropriate levels. 

Vegetation and Watershed Management.—The Committee encour-
ages the Forest Service to work with States and partners to sup-
port activities that increase regional seedling supplies across sub-
programs, including establishment and expansion of Federal nurs-
eries and seed extractories. 

Nurseries.—The Committee recommends $2,000,000 for the Re-
forestation, Nurseries, and Genetic Resources (RNGR) program to 
hire dedicated full-time staff and expand capacity to provide critical 
technical assistance and workforce training and conduct and dis-
seminate research to nurseries and land managers to increase pro-
duction and address the national seedling shortage. Expanded ac-
tivities within the RNGR program should integrate the latest 
science, economic research, and regional considerations. 

Agency Timber Target.—The Committee recognizes that timber 
harvesting is a critical component of managing National Forests. 
The Forest Service should maximize its use of provided authorities 
and supplemental funding provided in Infrastructure Investment 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:54 Jul 25, 2023 Jkt 052959 PO 00000 Frm 00082 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\HR155.XXX HR155dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

P
O

R
T



83 

and Jobs Act to increase its capacity to reach the output goal of 
four billion board feet, in conjunction with its hazardous fuels re-
duction and strategic vegetation management work. 

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) is directed to con-
duct a study regarding Forest Service timber harvest levels includ-
ing, but not limited to: a review of the Forest Service’s methodology 
for determining how much timber it plans to offer for sale; a com-
parison of how much timber the Forest Service offered to sell in 
year and how much it sold; factors that contributed to the dif-
ferences between what the Forest Service planned to offer for sale, 
what it offered, and what was sold; and GAO’s conclusions and rec-
ommendations for how the Forest Service can achieve proposed 
timber targets. 

Angeles National Forest.—The Committee encourages the Forest 
Service to prioritize reopening water recreation sites within the An-
geles National Forest that have been closed for longer than five 
years. 

Communication Sites Permitting.—The Committee urges the For-
est Service to continue to work with the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration to summarize, simplify, 
and standardize permitting regulations and requirements to ensure 
both timely action and responsible stewardship. The bill includes 
language to permit the Forest Service to collect funds to cover the 
costs of administering the communications site program. 

Law Enforcement Officers (LEOs) Radio Upgrades.—The Com-
mittee is concerned about troubling reports that Forest Service 
LEOs in the southeast region do not have adequate communication 
access in remote areas due to outdated radio equipment. The Com-
mittee directs the Forest Service to work with region representa-
tives to assess each region’s need for upgraded radio systems for 
LEOs, including but not limited to 2-way dispatch radio commu-
nications. The Committee directs the Forest Service to update the 
Committee, no later than 120 days after enactment of this Act, on 
the information received from the regions regarding equipping offi-
cers with adequate radio equipment. 

Pat Harrison Waterway District (PHWD).—The Forest Service 
shall update the Committee, within 90 days of enactment of this 
Act, on discussions with the PHWD and the Smith County, Mis-
sissippi, Board of Supervisors on the Forest Service’s consideration 
of a Special Use Planning Permit to pursue economic development 
and outdoor recreation activities. The Committee encourages the 
Forest Service to work with PHWD and the Board of Supervisors 
to schedule quarterly meetings. 

Priority Landscapes.—The Committee is aware that the Forest 
Service recently designated the Plumas National Forest as one of 
21 priority landscapes. Many communities in the region have al-
ready suffered from catastrophic fires. The Committee urges the 
Forest Service to complete this project to protect dozens of other 
vulnerable communities in The Plumas through fuel reduction and 
the creation of fire resilient ecosystems. 

Public Access.—Within 180 days of enactment of this Act, the 
Forest Service shall provide the Committee with an analysis of all 
trail and road closures within the National Forest System that 
have remained closed to the public for longer than one year be-
cause of wildfire incidents, insufficient funding, insufficient staff-
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ing, staff teleworking policies, or a backlog of capital improvement 
and maintenance. Additionally, the report should address the rea-
sons for these closures and restrictions, as well as projects under-
way to restore areas to be open for public access and available 
timelines for reopening any closed trails or roads in the forest. 

Salmon-Challis National Forest.—The Committee is concerned 
with the lack of progress towards completing a land exchange to 
preserve the historic Shoup townsite. The Committee directs the 
Forest Service to work with the State of Idaho, Lemhi County, the 
surrounding communities and stakeholders on executing the land 
exchange and report back to the Committee within 90 days of en-
actment of this Act on the status. 

Shared Stewardship Strategy.—The Committee notes the bene-
fits of the Forest Service working with States through Shared 
Stewardship to identify priorities for landscape-scale treatments 
that increase the scope and scale of critical forest treatments, in-
cluding wildfire mitigation and restoration, to support communities 
and improve ecosystem function. The Committee continues to en-
courage the Forest Service to engage States under the Shared 
Stewardship Strategy and support the use of National Forest Sys-
tem funding to implement projects jointly developed by the agency 
and States under the Shared Stewardship framework. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $158,048,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 235,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 152,243,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥5,805,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥82,757,000 

The Committee recommends $152,243,000 for Capital Improve-
ment and Maintenance. The table below provides the Committee’s 
recommendation by program element. 

Program Name Recommendation 

Facilities ......................................................................................................................................................... $42,243,000 
Roads .............................................................................................................................................................. 75,000,000 
Trails ............................................................................................................................................................... 25,000,000 
Legacy Roads and Trails ................................................................................................................................ 10,000,000 

In addition, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act provides 
$72,000,000 for fiscal year 2024 for this appropriation. 

Fire Impacts.—The Forest Service shall prioritize funding for 
trails that have been damaged or shut down by wildfires in the last 
five years that have high levels of foot traffic regularly exceeding 
daily carrying capacity. 

Lake Isabella Dam.—The Committee is aware that the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is in the process of replacing a 
Forest Service visitor center as part of the Isabella Lake Dam Safe-
ty Modification Project. Furthermore, the Committee notes that 
under the current agreement between the Forest Service and the 
USACE, the Forest Service is charged with selecting a location and 
outlining facility requirements for the USACE, which have already 
occurred. The Committee supports the Forest Service’s work on this 
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project as it continues its collaboration with the USACE to bring 
the replacement visitor center to fruition. 

National Scenic and Historic Trails.—The Committee directs the 
Forest Service to continue to provide specific trail operation, main-
tenance, and construction funding and accomplishment data for the 
National Scenic and Historic Trails in future budget justifications. 
The Committee recommends no less than $15,000,000 for National 
Scenic and Historic Trails funding. 

Road Washouts.—The Committee urges the Forest Service to 
prioritize addressing road washouts that have limited emergency 
access for rural communities, access for Tribes to exercise treaty 
rights, access for stewardship and other projects, utility access, and 
that have pre-existing investments in aquatic restoration priorities 
alongside water quality considerations. 

Uwharrie National Forest.—The Committee directs the Forest 
Service to move forward with estimating costs and implementation 
of newly approved road projects that have already identified poten-
tial funding support from partners and State agencies. 

ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR NATIONAL FORESTS SPECIAL ACTS 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $664,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 664,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 664,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends $664,000 for Acquisition of Lands 
for National Forests Special Acts. 

ACQUISITION OF LANDS TO COMPLETE LAND EXCHANGES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $150,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 150,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 150,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends $150,000 for Acquisition of Lands to 
Complete Land Exchanges under the Act of December 4, 1967 (16 
U.S.C. 484a). 

RANGE BETTERMENT FUND 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,719,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,719,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,719,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends $1,719,000 for the Range Better-
ment Fund, to be derived from grazing receipts from National For-
ests, pursuant to Public Law 94–579, and to be used for range re-
habilitation, protection, and improvements including seeding, re-
seeding, fence construction, weed control, water development, and 
fish and wildlife habitat enhancement in 16 western States. 
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GIFTS, DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS FOR FOREST AND RANGELAND 
RESEARCH 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $45,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 45,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 45,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends $45,000 for Gifts, Donations and Be-
quests for Forest and Rangeland Research. 

MANAGEMENT OF NATIONAL FOREST LANDS FOR SUBSISTENCE USES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,099,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,099,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,099,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends $1,099,000 for the Management of 
National Forest Lands for Subsistence Uses in Alaska. 

WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $945,956,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 2,970,620,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 2,116,956,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +1,171,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥853,664,000 

The Committee recommends $2,116,956,000 for Wildland Fire 
Management. The bill funds base fire suppression resources con-
sistent with the Stephen Sepp Wildfire Suppression Funding and 
Forest Management Activities Act as discretionary instead of as 
emergency, as was done in the previous Congress. 

In addition, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act provides 
$36,000,000 for fiscal year 2024 for this appropriation. 

Wildland Fire Preparedness.—The Committee recommends 
$192,000,000 for Wildland Fire Preparedness. 

Wildland Fire Suppression Operations.—The Committee rec-
ommends $1,011,000,000 for Wildland Fire Suppression Oper-
ations. The recommended amount is the fiscal year 2015 10-year 
average cost for wildland fire suppression. 

The Committee recognizes that since enactment of Public Law 
115–141, the Forest Service has been able to utilize additional 
budget authority for wildfire suppression activities to avoid bor-
rowing funds from non-fire programs. In light of this available 
funding for wildfire expenditures over the last several fiscal years, 
the Committee directs the Forest Service to contract with a third- 
party entity to perform a post-fire season audit of the fire suppres-
sion program to ensure safety, best practices, and efficiency are 
maximized within the Agency. 

Firefighting Technologies.—The Committee is encouraged by in-
novations in space-based remote sensing capabilities to monitor for-
ests, measure soil moisture content, and support wildfire risk map-
ping activities across Federal lands, which can be powerful tools to 
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inform the Forest Service’s wildfire prevention and response activi-
ties. The Committee supports the Forest Service using integrated 
technology services for prediction, detection, monitoring, suppres-
sion, and post-fire activities. The Committee remains concerned 
that new technologies that may meet the Service’s standards of 
water and retardant delivery systems, including retardant delivery 
standards for safety, airworthiness, coverage level, consistent deliv-
ery, delivery time, precision delivery, and ground firefighter safety, 
have gone unused. The Committee directs the Forest Service to up-
date its procedures and deployment protocols to include Container 
Aerial Fire Fighting Systems and other innovative wildfire tech-
nologies now available in the United States. 

Wildfire Forecasting.—The Committee understands the benefits 
of AI-based tools supporting the next generation of wildland fire ob-
servations and how they can accomplish the goals of early fire de-
tection, prediction, and prevention. These tools can help provide 
firefighters and commanders with enhanced awareness using real 
time data while building a database of observations to better pre-
dict the spread of fire, shorten response times, and save lives and 
property. The Committee strongly encourages the Forest Service to 
utilize an existing partnership with a public research university in 
a fire prone, western state with proximity to the National Inter-
agency Fire Center to develop AI-based wildfire activity forecasting 
and modeling tools. 

WILDFIRE SUPRESSION OPERATIONS RESERVE FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $2,120,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 2,300,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 2,300,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +90,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The bill includes $2,300,000,000 for the Wildfire Suppression Op-
erations Reserve Fund. Of the additional $2,650,000,000 available 
for fire suppression operations, $2,300,000,000 is provided to the 
Forest Service and the remaining $350,000,000 is available through 
a transfer from the Department of the Interior. The Committee 
provides these additional funds and authorities to ensure that suf-
ficient funds are available to protect American homes, lands, and 
wildlife from catastrophic fires without requiring a transfer of 
funds from the very activities that advance forest health and pre-
vent wildland fires. The Committee expects the Forest Service to 
use suppression funds judiciously and continue to work closely with 
the Office of Management and Budget and the Department of the 
Interior to accurately account for expenditures and recover costs. 

COMMUNICATIONS SITE ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The bill includes language permitting amounts collected in fiscal 
year 2023 for Communications Site Administration to be deposited 
and subsequently transferred to the ‘‘National Forest System’’ ac-
count. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS, FOREST SERVICE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The Committee has included administrative provisions that pro-
vide further direction on the use and transfer of appropriated funds 
provided to the Forest Service including: 

Permitting the purchase of passenger motor vehicles and pro-
ceeds from the sale of aircraft may be used to purchase replace-
ment aircraft. 

Allowing funds for certain employment contracts. 
Allowing funds to be used for purchase and alteration of build-

ings. 
Allowing for acquisition of certain lands and interests. 
Allowing expenses for certain volunteer activities. 
Providing for the cost of uniforms. 
Providing for debt collections on certain contracts. 
Providing for the transfer of funds between accounts affected by 

the Forest Service budget restructure. 
Providing for the transfer of funds to the Wildland Fire Manage-

ment appropriation for forest firefighting, emergency rehabilitation, 
and fire preparedness. 

Limiting the transfer of Wildland Fire Management funds be-
tween the Department of the Interior and the Department of Agri-
culture. 

Providing the transfer of funds for Hazardous Fuels Management 
and urgent rehabilitation. 

Allowing funds to be used through the Agency for International 
Development for work in foreign countries and to support other for-
estry activities outside of the United States. 

Allowing the Forest Service, acting for the International Pro-
gram, to sign certain funding agreements with foreign governments 
and institutions as well as with certain domestic agencies. 

Authorizing the expenditure or transfer of funds for wild horse 
and burro activities. 

Prohibiting the transfer of funds under the Department of Agri-
culture transfer authority under certain conditions. 

Limiting the transfer of funds for the Working Capital Fund and 
Department Reimbursable Program (also known as Greenbook 
charges). 

Limiting funds to support the Youth Conservation Corps and 
Public Lands Corps. 

Limiting the use of funds for official reception and representation 
expenses. 

Providing for matching funds for the National Forest Foundation. 
Allows funds to be advanced to the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation. 
Allows for certain cooperative agreements to support the work of 

forest or grassland collaboratives. 
Allowing funds to be used for technical assistance for rural com-

munities. 
Allowing funds for payments to counties in the Columbia River 

Gorge National Scenic Area. 
Allowing funds to be used for the Older Americans Act. 
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Prohibiting the assessment of funds for the purpose of per-
forming fire, administrative, and other facilities maintenance, and 
decommissioning. 

Limiting funds to reimburse the Office of General Counsel at the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Permitting eligible employees to be considered a Federal em-
ployee. 

Requiring regular reporting of unobligated balances. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE 

The provision of Federal health services to Indians is based on 
a treaty and trust relationship between Indian Tribes and the U.S. 
Government first set forth in the 1830s by the United States Su-
preme Court under Chief Justice John Marshall and numerous 
treaties, statutes, constitutional provisions, and international laws 
have reconfirmed this relationship. Principal among these is the 
Snyder Act of 1921, which provides the basic authority for most In-
dian health services provided by the Federal government to Amer-
ican Indians and Alaska Natives. The Indian Health Service (IHS) 
provides primary health care and disease prevention services to ap-
proximately 2.8 million American Indians and Alaska Natives 
through a network of over 600 hospitals, clinics, and health sta-
tions on or near Indian reservations. Facilities are predominantly 
located in rural primary care settings and are managed by IHS, 
Tribal, and urban Indian health programs. 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $4,890,282,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 7,012,945,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 4,901,524,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥11,146,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥2,111,421,000 

The recommendation includes $4,901,524,000 that is available for 
obligation in fiscal year 2024 for this account. This includes 
$4,627,968,000 provided as a fiscal year 2024 advance and 
$273,556,000 recommended in this bill. These funds are available 
for two years unless otherwise specified. All programs and activi-
ties are continued at the fiscal year 2023 level unless otherwise 
specified, except for a shift of $18,146,000 to the Construction ac-
count to reflect Congressional priorities. 

Program 2024 Advance Budget Year Funding Total Available FY 
2024 Funding 

Clinical Services ......................................... 4,141,489,000 237,139,000 4,378,628,000 
Preventative Health ..................................... 202,527,000 ––– 202,527,000 
Other Services ............................................. 283,952,000 36,417,000 320,369,000 

Total ................................................... 4,627,968,000 273,556,000 4,901,524,000 

The bill also provides $4,901,524,000 in advance appropriations 
available in fiscal year 2025. All the programs and activities are 
continued at the fiscal year 2024 level in 2025. 
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Alcohol and Substance Abuse.—The Committee provides 
$267,194,000 for this program, including $754,000 for staffing at 
new IHS facilities. 

Alzheimer’s Disease.—The recommendation includes $6,000,000 
to continue Alzheimer’s and related dementia activities. These 
funds would enable awardees to continue to implement locally de-
veloped models of culturally appropriate screening, diagnostics, and 
management of people living with Alzheimer’s and other related 
dementia. This funding also supports the Dementia ECHO pro-
gram, designed to support clinicians and caregivers to strengthen 
their knowledge and care around dementia for Tribal patients. 

Culturally Adapted Treatments for Substance Use Disorders.— 
The Committee recognizes that alcohol and opioid use disorders 
continue to be some of the most severe public health and safety 
problems facing American Indian and Alaskan Native (AI/AN) indi-
viduals, families, and communities. IHS is directed to increase its 
support for culturally competent preventive, educational, and treat-
ment services programs and to partner with academic institutions 
with established AI/AN training and health professions programs 
to research and promote culturally responsive care. Additionally, 
IHS should employ the full spectrum of medication-assisted treat-
ments for alcohol and opioid use disorders, including non-narcotic 
treatment options that are less subject to diversion, combined with 
counseling services. IHS should prioritize efforts that leverage ex-
isting clinical networks, consortia, technology solutions, and encom-
pass the AI/AN rural population. 

Dental Health.—The recommendation includes $288,230,000 for 
the Dental Health program, including $8,844,000 for staffing at 
new facilities and $31,288,000 to expand access to dental care. 

Dental Support Centers (DSCs).—The Committee recognizes the 
importance of DSCs in providing technical support, training, and 
assistance in clinical and preventive efforts of the dental program. 
Many IHS dentists practice in isolated areas without immediate ac-
cess to specialty services. DSCs provide them with the necessary 
expertise and experience to address challenging oral health de-
mands. The Committee includes $1,500,000 over the fiscal year 
2023 level for IHS to continue expanding DSCs to all 12 service 
centers with the flexibility to regionalize DSC operations as need-
ed. IHS should provide a briefing to the Committee within 90 days 
of enactment of this Act on how IHS allocated the additional funds 
provided in fiscal year 2023, including where and how it expanded 
DSCs across its service areas and if it regionalized any DSC oper-
ations to provide their services more efficiently. 

Direct Operations.—The Committee is very concerned by the lack 
of timely responsiveness of IHS and the Department of Health and 
Human Services to Congressional inquiries and requests from this 
Committee and other Committees. The recommendation directs 
IHS to spend no more than $101,729,000 on its direct operations 
in fiscal year 2024 and to brief the Committee within 30 days of 
enactment of this Act on its plans to improve its responsiveness. 

Electronic Dental Records.—The Committee commends IHS for 
its successful installation of the dental records system. The Com-
mittee provides $2,500,000 above the fiscal year 2023 level for 
managing the current electronic dental records system. The Com-
mittee directs IHS to provide a briefing within 120 days of the en-
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actment of this Act on its planning and development of an im-
proved data and information exchange between the dental records 
system and the health records system and how it plans to incor-
porate dental records in the new overall health records system 
project. 

Electronic Health Records System.—The bill reduces funding for 
the Electronic Record Health System below the 2023 level to fund 
the required new staffing increases and other patient care initia-
tives. The Committee recognizes the importance of this project but 
is concerned about the overall cost and schedule of the project. The 
bill continues language prohibiting IHS from obligating or expend-
ing funds to select or implement a new IT infrastructure system 
unless IHS notifies the Committee at least 90 days before such 
funds are obligated or expended. 

Headache Disorders Centers of Excellence.—IHS is encouraged to 
consider the feasibility of establishing Headache Disorders Centers 
of Excellence to provide direct care, telehealth, consultation patient 
services, education, and training. 

Health Professions.—The recommendation provides $94,324,000 
for these activities, including $6,000,000 above the fiscal year 2023 
level for the scholarship and loan repayment programs and 
$2,000,000 above the fiscal year 2023 level for housing subsidies. 
The Committee recognizes that the scholarship and loan repayment 
program is an important recruitment and retention tool to ensure 
an adequate health workforce to serve in remote locations. 

Hospitals and Health Clinics.—The bill includes $2,660,013,000 
for this program, which includes the requested consolidation of the 
Indian Health Care Improvement Fund into this funding line, 
$75,793,000 for staffing at new IHS facilities, and other increases 
as described in this report. 

Maternal Health.—The recommendation includes $3,000,000 
above the fiscal year 2023 level to improve maternal health. The 
Committee directs IHS to provide a briefing within 180 days of en-
actment of this Act on the use of funds including hiring and staff 
training. 

Mental Health.—The Committee provides $130,864,000 for Men-
tal Health, including $3,693,000 for staffing at new IHS facilities. 

Oversight of Federally-Managed Service Units.—The Committee 
is very concerned with reports about IHS oversight and quality of 
care at some Federally-managed service units including the Colville 
Service Unit. This includes delays in providing referrals for spe-
cialty care, unnecessary administrative hurdles for eligible pa-
tients, and delays in paying for covered care. These problems have 
resulted in lower health outcomes for patients or in patients having 
to find other providers. The Committee directs IHS to review its 
service units and provide a briefing to the Committee within 90 
days of enactment of this Act on the status of any outstanding rec-
ommendations from GAO’s review of IHS within its high-risk se-
ries. In addition, IHS should provide a briefing to the Committee 
within 90 days of enactment of this Act on its efforts to improve 
care and lower administrative burden for patients at its service 
units, including the Colville Service Unit. 

Produce Prescription Pilot Program.—The recommendation in-
cludes $6,000,000 for IHS to maintain, in coordination with Tribes 
and Urban Indian Organizations (UIOs), the pilot program to im-
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plement a produce prescription model to increase access to produce 
and other traditional foods among its service population. Within 90 
days of enactment of this Act, IHS shall provide a briefing to the 
Committee on the distribution of funds and implementation efforts. 

Staffing for New Facilities.—The recommendation funds the most 
recent estimate of the cost of staffing at new facilities. Funds may 
not be allocated to a facility until such facility has achieved bene-
ficial occupancy status. The Committee understands that amounts 
required for staffing new facilities continue to evolve, due in part 
to when facilities achieve beneficial occupancy. IHS is expected to 
update the Committee as beneficial occupancy dates or cost esti-
mates change. 

Third Party Collections.—The Committee continues to direct IHS 
to consult with direct service Tribes about eligible uses of third- 
party collections and report to the Committee on whether more 
weight should be afforded Tribal views on the use of third-party 
funds and the reason for any outcomes within 180 days of enact-
ment of this Act. 

Tribal Epidemiology Centers (TEC).—The Committee recognizes 
the importance of TECs which conduct epidemiology and public 
health functions critical to the delivery of health care services for 
Tribal and urban Indian communities. The recommendation in-
cludes $35,000,000 for TECs. 

Urban Indian Health.—The bill includes $115,156,000 for this 
program, which will help to expand access to urban Indian program 
care services. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $969,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,051,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,051,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +82,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends an indefinite appropriation esti-
mated to be $1,051,000,000 for contract support costs incurred by 
the agency as required by law. It does not include the Administra-
tion’s proposal to make these costs mandatory. The bill continues 
language making available such sums as are necessary to meet the 
Federal government’s full legal obligation and prohibiting the 
transfer of funds to any other account for any other purpose. In ad-
dition, the bill includes language specifying carryover funds may be 
applied to subsequent years’ contract support costs. 

PAYMENTS FOR TRIBAL LEASES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $111,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 149,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 149,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +38,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends an indefinite appropriation esti-
mated to be $149,000,000 for Payments for Tribal Leases incurred 
by the agency as required by law. It does not include the Adminis-
tration’s proposal to make these costs mandatory. The bill includes 
language making available such sums as necessary to meet the 
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Federal government’s full legal obligation and prohibits the trans-
fer of funds to any other account for any other purpose. 

INDIAN HEALTH FACILITIES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $958,553,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 1,066,055,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 976,699,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +18,146,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥89,356,000 

The Committee recommends $976,699,000 for Indian Health Fa-
cilities for fiscal year 2024. This includes $501,490,000 in fiscal 
year 2024 advance appropriations and an additional $475,209,000 
provided in this bill. 

Program FY 2024 
Advance 

Budget Year 
Funding 

Total Available 
FY 2024 Funding 

Maintenance and Improvement ...................................... 170,595,000 .............................. 170,595,000 
Sanitation Facilities Construction .................................. .............................. 196,167,000 196,167,000 
Health Care Facilities Construction ................................ .............................. 260,899,000 260,899,000 
Facility and Environmental Health Support ................... 298,297,000 7,879,000 306,176,000 
Medical Equipment ......................................................... 32,598,000 10,264,000 42,862,000 

Total ....................................................................... 501,490,000 475,209,000 976,699,000 

In addition, the bill provides $976,699,000 in advance appropria-
tions available in fiscal year 2025. All programs are continued at 
the fiscal year 2024 level in 2025 and the Committee directs IHS 
to provide a project-by-project spending plan of the fiscal year 2025 
sanitation and health facilities construction projects within 30 days 
of the beginning of the 2025 fiscal year. 

Staff Housing.—The Committee recognizes that many of the 
2,700 staff quarters for health care providers across IHS health de-
livery system are more than 40 years old and in need of major ren-
ovation or total replacement. Additionally, in several locations, the 
amount of housing units is insufficient. The lack and quality of 
staff housing is a significant barrier to the recruitment and reten-
tion of quality healthcare professionals. The Committee encourages 
IHS to prioritize the construction of staff housing and directs IHS 
to spend no less than $11,000,000 for this type of construction. IHS 
should provide a briefing to the Committee on its long-term plan 
for improving staff housing and the associated resource needs with-
in 120 days of enactment of this Act. 

Equipment.—The recommendation continues $500,000 for 
TRANSAM and provides an increase of $10,264,000 above the fis-
cal year 2023 level for additional medical equipment at Federally- 
and Tribally-operated healthcare facilities. In addition, the Com-
mittee is aware that certain jurisdictions have adopted de- 
energization protocols to reduce the risks of catastrophic wildfires. 
While these protocols are useful in limiting loss of life in affected 
communities, they can also have dire consequences for Tribal 
health programs located in impacted areas. The recommendation 
directs IHS to continue to use at least $3,000,000 to purchase gen-
erators for IHS, Tribal Health Programs, and Urban Indian Orga-
nizations in areas impacted by de-energization events. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

The bill continues a provision providing services at certain rates. 
The bill continues a provision allowing payments for telephone 

service in private residences in the field, purchase of motor vehi-
cles, aircraft, and reprints. 

The bill continues a provision allowing the purchase and erection 
of modular buildings. 

The bill continues a provision that provides funds for uniforms. 
The bill continues a provision allowing funding to be used for at-

tendance at professional meetings. 
The bill continues a provision allowing health care to be ex-

tended to non-Indians at Indian Health Service facilities, subject to 
charges, and for the expenditure of collected funds. 

The bill continues a provision allowing transfers of funds from 
the Department of Housing and Urban Development to the Indian 
Health Service. 

The bill continues the provision prohibiting limitations on certain 
Federal travel and transportation expenses. 

The bill continues the provision requiring that Departmental as-
sessments to be identified in annual budget justifications. 

The bill continues a provision allowing the de-obligation and re- 
obligation of funds applied to self-governance funding agreements. 

The bill continues a prohibition on the expenditure of funds to 
implement new eligibility regulations. 

The bill continues a provision permitting certain reimbursements 
for goods and services provided to Tribes. 

The bill continues a provision providing that reimbursements for 
training, technical assistance, or services include total costs. 

The bill continues a provision for housing allowances for civilian 
medical personnel. 

The bill continues a provision prohibiting changes in organiza-
tional structure without advance notification to Congress. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SCIENCES 

The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
(NIEHS), an agency within the National Institutes of Health, was 
authorized in section 311(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA) and 
in section 126(g) of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 1986 to conduct certain research and worker training 
activities associated with the Nation’s Hazardous Substance Super-
fund program. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $83,035,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 83,035,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 75,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥8,035,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥8,035,000 

The Committee recommends $75,000,000 for the National Insti-
tute of Environmental Health Sciences. The Committee continues 
to support the Worker Training Program, which trains workers to 
safely work in hazardous environments and respond in emergency 
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situations. NIEHS is encouraged to continue its work supporting 
communities’ capacity to respond to pandemics and disasters. 

AGENCY FOR TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND DISEASE REGISTRY 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH 

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), 
an agency in the Department of Health and Human Services, was 
created in section 104(i) of the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA). The 
Agency’s mission is to serve the public through responsive public 
health actions to promote healthy and safe environments and pre-
vent harmful toxic exposures. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $85,020,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 86,020,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 76,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥9,020,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥10,020,000 

The Committee recommends $76,000,000 for the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry. 

OTHER RELATED AGENCIES 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND OFFICE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) was established by 
Congress under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA). The Office of Environmental Quality, which provides pro-
fessional and administrative staff for the Council, was established 
in the Environmental Quality Improvement Act of 1970. CEQ has 
statutory responsibility for overseeing Federal agency implementa-
tion of the requirements of NEPA and assists in coordinating envi-
ronmental programs among the Federal agencies in the Executive 
Branch. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $4,676,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 4,825,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 3,750,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥926,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥1,075,000 

The Committee recommends $3,750,000 for the CEQ. 
The Committee is troubled with CEQ’s lack of response to Con-

gressional inquiries and oversight requests. The Committee re-
minds CEQ of the outstanding and unanswered requests from Con-
gress and directs CEQ to respond to these requests as soon as pos-
sible. 
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CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD INVESTIGATION BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board is an inde-
pendent Federal agency charged with investigating industrial 
chemical accidents. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $14,400,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 17,400,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 12,960,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥1,440,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥4,440,000 

The Committee recommends $12,960,000 for the Salaries and Ex-
penses appropriation. 

OFFICE OF NAVAJO AND HOPI INDIAN RELOCATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 5,024,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 0,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 5,024,000 

The Office of Navajo and Hopi Indian Relocation (ONHIR) was 
established by Public Law 93–531 to plan and conduct relocation 
activities associated with the settlement of a land dispute between 
the Navajo Nation and the Hopi Tribe. 

The Committee does not recommend new appropriations for fiscal 
year 2024; however, a total of $3,060,000 is made available from 
unobligated balances for fiscal year 2024 operations of ONHIR. 

INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA NATIVE CULTURE AND 
ARTS DEVELOPMENT 

PAYMENT TO THE INSTITUTE 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $13,482,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 13,982,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 13,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥482,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥982,000 

The Committee recommends $13,000,000 for the Institute of 
American Indian and Alaska Native Culture and Arts Develop-
ment. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

The Smithsonian Institution is the world’s largest museum and 
research complex, with 21 museums and galleries, 8 research cen-
ters, a library, archives, and the National Zoological Park, and 
more than 200 Smithsonian Affiliates in nearly every State, Puerto 
Rico, and Panama. 
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SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $892,855,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 976,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 852,215,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥40,640,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥123,785,000 

The Committee recommends $852,215,000 for Salaries and Ex-
penses of the Smithsonian Institution. 

Accessibility.—The Committee understands the Smithsonian has 
deployed induction loops technology in several exhibits. The Smith-
sonian is directed to brief the Committee on the cost and personnel 
requirements associated with this technology and on any potential 
plans to expand the technology to additional exhibits within 180 
days of enactment of this Act. 

Expanding the Outreach of the Smithsonian.—The Committee en-
courages the Smithsonian to increase outreach, engagements, and 
support to local museums and other public and non-profit organiza-
tions. Through the Smithsonian’s Traveling Exhibitions and Affili-
ations programs, Smithsonian expertise, art, science, historical ar-
tifacts, and educational programming can be shared throughout the 
Nation ensuring all Americans can learn and experience the his-
tory which millions find every year exhibited in Washington, D.C. 

Museum acquisition.—The Committee encourages the Smithso-
nian to continue to work with the Weitzman National Museum of 
American Jewish History to explore a plan for acquisition of the 
Museum. 

Museum of the American Latino.—The Committee is concerned 
by the overt bias, lack of diversity, and flippancy with which seri-
ous issues are addressed at the Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of the American Latino. The Committee notes that His-
panic and Latino cultures have contributed immensely, and for suc-
cessive generations, to American society through business, govern-
ment, military, public service, music, culture, and the arts. How-
ever, the current exhibits at the museum reflect little of the wide- 
ranging accomplishments of the Latino community. Instead, the 
museum almost myopically portrays Latinos as an oppressed mono-
lith united largely by their victimhood, neglecting the nuanced and 
varied experiences, including remarkable successes, of the Amer-
ican Latino, and despite the thousands of courageous Latino mili-
tary heroes that served our country proudly and honorably, the cre-
ators of the exhibit chose to highlight a convicted deserter. The 
Committee is also concerned by the lightness with which serious 
topics are portrayed, such as scented exhibits meant to simulate 
raft rides of those risking their lives to flee tyranny, romanticiza-
tion of socialism, and failure to adequately document or portray the 
reality of totalitarianism. The lack of seriousness on such a grave 
issue, particularly when millions of American Latinos fled the very 
socialism and communism neglected by the museum, is insulting. 
For that reason, the bill includes a provision which would prohibit 
any funds from being used for the museum’s operation and for any 
future planning and design. The Committee will revisit the issue 
should comprehensive and earnest efforts be undertaken to accu-
rately present the varied histories, contributions, and authentic ex-
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periences of the wide range of those who constitute the American 
Latino community in the United States. 

Partnerships.—The Committee strongly encourages the Smithso-
nian to be cognizant of any partnerships that would disregard 
human rights violations or loss of autonomy in Hong Kong. 

FACILITIES CAPITAL 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $251,645,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 265,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 107,500,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥144,145,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥157,500,000 

The Committee recommends $107,500,000 for Facilities Capital. 
The bill includes a provision that prohibits any funds from being 
used for the design, construction, or planning for the National Mu-
seum of the American Latino. The Committee directs the Smithso-
nian to provide its allocation of these funds across its other con-
struction projects within 45 days of enactment of this Act. 

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 

The National Gallery of Art is one of the world’s premier gal-
leries with millions of visitors annually. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $170,240,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 183,520,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 160,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥10,240,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥23,520,000 

The Committee recommends $160,000,000 for Salaries and Ex-
penses of the National Gallery of Art. 

REPAIR, RESTORATION AND RENOVATION OF BUILDINGS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $39,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 37,480,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 18,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥21,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥19,480,000 

The Committee recommends $18,000,000 for Repair, Restoration 
and Renovation of buildings at the National Gallery of Art. The 
recommendation also includes bill language related to the design 
and construction of an off-site art storage facility in partnership 
with the Smithsonian Institution. 

JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $27,640,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 29,380,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 20,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥7,640,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥9,380,000 
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The Committee recommends $20,000,000 for Operations and 
Maintenance of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

CAPITAL REPAIR AND RESTORATION 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $17,740,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 18,650,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 10,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥7,740,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥8,650,000 

The Committee recommends $10,000,000 for Capital Repair and 
Restoration for the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR SCHOLARS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The Woodrow Wilson Memorial Act of 1968 (Public Law 90–637) 
established the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 
as the official memorial to President Wilson and as a non-partisan 
forum for tackling global issues through independent research and 
open dialogue. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $15,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 16,100,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 12,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥3,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥4,100,000 

The Committee recommends $12,000,000 for Salaries and Ex-
penses of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. 

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 

GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $207,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 211,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 186,300,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥20,700,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥24,700,000 

The Committee recommends $186,300,000 for the National En-
dowment for the Arts (NEA). NEA provides funding to support arts 
education, celebrate the Nation’s cultural heritage, and promote ac-
cess to the arts in communities across the United States. 

Collaboration with State and Regional Arts Councils.—The bill 
includes funding to continue the longstanding collaborative rela-
tionship between NEA and these councils. State governments 
match NEA grant funds to support programs that respond to local 
needs in arts education, community development, cultural preser-
vation, and arts access. The recommendation directs that NEA allo-
cate no less than 40 percent of its program funds to this program. 

Creative Forces.—The Committee commends NEA on its partner-
ship with the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs, on the 
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‘‘Creative Forces: NEA Military Healing Arts Network’’. This part-
nership provides creative arts therapies and arts engagement strat-
egies that promote healing and support the reintegration of service 
members and veterans recovering from traumatic brain injuries 
and psychological health issues. 

Increasing Access to the Arts.—The Committee recognizes the 
progress and commitment NEA has made to advance access to the 
arts. NEA should continue to make grants accessible and available 
to eligible entities, including faith-based and community-based or-
ganizations, especially in underserved and rural communities. The 
NEA shall continue to report to the Committee on its outreach and 
education efforts to increase engagement and grant access to pro-
spective applicants. 

Outreach and Engagement.—The Committee directs NEA to con-
tinue to work with relevant stakeholders including Members of 
Congress on identifying ways to increase outreach and engagement 
with underserved communities and regions. 

Program Direction.—As in previous years, the bill includes lan-
guage to provide grant program direction to NEA. With the excep-
tion of established honorific programs, grant funding to individual 
artists is strictly prohibited. 

Tribal Engagement.—The Committee encourages NEA to con-
tinue support for projects that promote the culture, language, and 
related arts of indigenous peoples’ communities, including Amer-
ican Indians, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES 

GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $207,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 211,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 186,300,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥20,700,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥24,700,000 

The Committee recommends $186,300,000 for the National En-
dowment for the Humanities (NEH). NEH programs support cul-
tural infrastructure projects, education programs, and advanced 
scholarly research as well as providing resources for exhibitions, 
documentaries, and the preservation of historic collections. 

Collaboration with State and Regional Humanities Councils.— 
The Committee commends NEH for its ongoing, successful collabo-
ration with State humanities councils in each of the 50 states, 
Washington, D.C., the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, and American Samoa. The bill directs NEH to continue to 
provide no less than 40 percent of its program funds to support the 
work of these councils and maintain the longstanding collaborative 
relationship between NEH and these councils. 

Combatting Antisemitism.—Given the increase in antisemitic in-
cidents, the Committee urges the NEH to identify and support 
projects that will educate and empower the public, through human-
ities-based learning experiences, to combat antisemitism. 

Diaspora Groups.—The Committee recognizes the cultural con-
tributions of diaspora groups from nations and communities across 
the world to the United States and appreciates the value in pre-
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serving their traditions. The Committee recognizes the important 
work NEH is doing to support the archiving of stories, documents, 
and other materials from cultural diasporas worldwide. The Com-
mittee urges NEH to strengthen its partnerships with, and funding 
opportunities for cultural organizations across the country to collect 
additional stories, documents and materials from families and in-
stitutions dedicated to diaspora communities, including Eastern 
Europe, particularly among the former Soviet Union. 

Documenting the American Experience.—The Committee recog-
nizes the need to train the next generation of storytellers to docu-
ment the American experience and encourages NEH to explore 
ways to support and chronicle American life across the country. 

Increasing Access to the Humanities.—The Committee recognizes 
the progress and commitment NEH has made to advance access to 
the humanities. NEH should continue to make grants accessible 
and available to eligible entities, including faith-based and commu-
nity-based organizations, especially in underserved and rural com-
munities. NEA shall continue to report to the Committee on its 
outreach and education efforts to increase engagement and grant 
access to prospective applicants. 

Outreach and Engagement.—The Committee continues to recog-
nize the power of NEH grants to provide humanities programming 
access to underserved populations and regions. The Committee di-
rects NEH to continue to work with relevant stakeholders, includ-
ing Members of Congress, on ways to increase outreach and en-
gagement with underserved communities and regions. 

Tribal and Native Hawaiian Heritage and Culture.—The Com-
mittee commends NEH for its ongoing support to American Indian 
and Alaska Native communities in preserving their cultural and 
linguistic heritage through the Documenting Endangered Lan-
guages program and the preservation and access grants that enable 
American Indian and Alaska Native communities to preserve and 
make their cultural artifacts broadly accessible. The Committee en-
courages NEH to expand its support to Native Hawaiian commu-
nities to ensure access to and preservation of their cultural arti-
facts and practices. 

Veterans Programs.—The Committee commends NEH for its sup-
port of grant programs to benefit wounded warriors and to ensure 
educational opportunities for veterans and service members 
transitioning to civilian life. It also encourages the programs that 
State humanities councils, in conjunction with NEH, have devel-
oped and delivered to veterans, their families, and caregivers. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS, NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS 
AND THE HUMANITIES 

The bill continues the prohibition on the use of funds for grants 
and contracts which do not include the text of 18 U.S.C. 1913. 

The bill continues the prohibition on the use of appropriated 
funds but continues to permit the use of non-appropriated funds for 
reception expenses. 

The bill continues to allow the chairperson of the National En-
dowment for the Arts to approve small grants under certain cir-
cumstances. 
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COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS 

The Commission of Fine Arts was established in 1910 to advise 
the government on questions of art and architecture and preserve 
the symbolic significance of the nation’s capital. The Commission’s 
work includes advice on designs for parks, public buildings, public 
art, as well as the design of national monuments, coins and med-
als, and overseas American military cemeteries. The Commission 
also administers the National Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs 
program. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $3,661,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 4,284,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 3,464,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +197,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥820,000 

The Committee recommends $3,464,000 for Salaries and Ex-
penses of the Commission of Fine Arts. 

NATIONAL CAPITAL ARTS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $5,000,000 
Budget Estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 5,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 4,750,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥250,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥250,000 

The National Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs program was es-
tablished in Public Law 99–190 to support organizations that per-
form, exhibit, and/or present the arts in the nation’s capital. The 
Committee recommends $4,750,000. 

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) promotes 
the preservation, enhancement, and productive use of our Nation’s 
historic resources and advises the President and Congress on na-
tional historic preservation policy. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $8,585,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 9,494,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 8,285,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥300,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥1,209,000 

The Committee recommends $8,285,000 for Salaries and Ex-
penses of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. 

NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The National Capital Planning Act of 1952 designated the Na-
tional Capital Planning Commission as the central planning agency 
for the Federal government in the National Capital Region. The 
three major functions of the Commission are preparing the Federal 
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elements of the National Capital Comprehensive Plan; preparing 
the Federal Capital Improvement Program; and reviewing plans 
and proposals submitted to the Commission. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $8,750,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 9,490,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 8,500,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥250,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥990,000 

The Committee recommends $8,500,000 for Salaries and Ex-
penses of the National Capital Planning Commission. 

UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

In 1980, Congress passed legislation creating a 65-member Holo-
caust Memorial Council with the mandate to create and oversee a 
living memorial/museum to victims of the Holocaust. The museum 
opened in April 1993. Construction costs for the museum came 
solely from donated funds raised by the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Campaign, and appropriated funds were used for plan-
ning and development of programmatic components, overall admin-
istrative support, and annual commemorative observances. Since 
the opening of the museum, appropriated funds have been provided 
to pay for the ongoing operating costs of the museum as authorized 
by Public Law 102–529 and Public Law 106–292. 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $65,231,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 67,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 67,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +1,769,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ 0 

The Committee recommends $67,000,000 for the Holocaust Me-
morial Museum. 

Salaries and Expenses.—The recommendation includes 
$60,736,000 for salaries and expenses, including $2,000,000 to en-
hance the Museum’s education programming on the Holocaust and 
genocide prevention, as authorized by the Never Again Education 
Act (Public Law 116–141). The Committee notes the importance of 
understanding the state of Holocaust education across the country 
and encourages the Museum to share sound methodologies and ap-
proaches for educating students with State and local education 
agencies, elementary schools and secondary schools, and other or-
ganizations. 

Repair and Rehabilitation.—The recommendation includes 
$4,000,000 for Repair and Rehabilitation. 

Outreach Initiatives.—The recommendation includes $1,264,000 
for Outreach Initiatives. 

Equipment Replacement.—The recommendation includes 
$1,000,000 for Equipment Replacement. 

The Committee notes that funding provided for the Holocaust 
Memorial Museum is made available for two years, as requested, 
except for $1,000,000 for the Museum’s equipment replacement 
program which is available for three years. 
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PRESIDIO TRUST 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $90,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 45,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 0 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... ¥90,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥45,000,000 

The Committee does not recommend funding for the Presidio 
Trust. 

WORLD WAR I CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

The World War I Centennial Commission’s mission is to plan, de-
velop, and execute programs, projects, and activities to commemo-
rate the Centennial of World War I. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $1,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 3,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 1,500,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... +500,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ................................................................ ¥1,500,000 

The Committee recommends $1,500,000 for salaries and expenses 
of the World War I Centennial Commission. 

The Committee understands that this is the final request from 
the World War I Centennial Commission and provides additional 
funding to support necessary activities and expenses related to its 
termination. 

UNITED STATES SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

Appropriation enacted, 2023 .............................................................. $15,000,000 
Budget estimate, 2024 ....................................................................... 30,000,000 
Recommended, 2024 ........................................................................... 15,000,000 
Comparison: 

Appropriation, 2023 .................................................................... 0 
Budget estimate, 2024. ............................................................... ¥15,000,000 

The Committee recommends $15,000,000 for the United States 
Semiquincentennial Commission. 

TITLE IV—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 

Section 401 continues a provision prohibiting activities to pro-
mote public support or opposition to legislative proposals. 

Section 402 continues a provision making funds available only 
for the current fiscal year unless expressly provided otherwise in 
this Act. 

Section 403 continues a provision providing restrictions on de-
partmental assessments unless approved by the Committee on Ap-
propriations. 

Section 404 continues a limitation on accepting and processing 
applications for patents and on the patenting of Federal lands. 

Section 405 continues a provision regarding the payment of con-
tract support costs for prior fiscal years. 
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Section 406 continues a provision addressing the payment of con-
tract support costs for fiscal year 2024. 

Section 407 continues a provision providing that the Secretary of 
Agriculture shall not be considered in violation of certain provi-
sions of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning 
Act solely because more than 15 years have passed without revi-
sion of a forest plan, provided that the Secretary is working in good 
faith to complete the plan revision. 

Section 408 continues a provision limiting preleasing, leasing, 
and related activities within the boundaries of National Monu-
ments. 

Section 409 continues a provision which restricts funding for ac-
quisition of lands or interests in lands from being used for declara-
tions of taking or complaints in condemnation. 

Section 410 continues a provision which prohibits no-bid con-
tracts and grants except under certain circumstances. 

Section 411 continues a provision which requires public disclo-
sure of certain reports. 

Section 412 continues a provision which delineates the grant 
guidelines for the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Section 413 continues a provision which delineates the program 
priorities for programs managed by the National Endowment for 
the Arts. 

Section 414 continues a provision requiring the Department of 
the Interior, Environmental Protection Agency, Forest Service, and 
Indian Health Service to provide the Committees on Appropriations 
quarterly reports on the status of balances of appropriations. 

Section 415 continues a provision extending certain authorities 
through fiscal year 2024 allowing the Forest Service to renew graz-
ing permits. 

Section 416 continues a provision prohibiting the use of funds to 
maintain or establish a computer network unless such network is 
designed to block access to pornography websites. 

Section 417 continues a provision requiring the humane treat-
ment of wild horses and burros. 

Section 418 continues a provision to extend the authority of the 
Forest Service Facility Realignment and Enhancement Act. 

Section 419 continues a provision setting requirements for the 
use of American iron and steel for certain loans and grants. 

Section 420 continues a provision providing authority for the Sec-
retary of the Interior to enter into training agreements and to 
transfer excess equipment and supplies for wildfires. 

Section 421 continues a provision providing a one-year extension 
of the current recreation fee authority. 

Section 422 continues a provision requiring advanced approval of 
the reprogramming of funds in this Act. 

Section 423 continues a provision through fiscal year 2024 au-
thorizing the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agri-
culture to consider local contractors when awarding contracts for 
certain activities on public lands. 

Section 424 continues a provision extending for one year the In-
terpretive Association authority. 

Section 425 continues a provision extending the Puerto Rico 
Schooling authority. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:54 Jul 25, 2023 Jkt 052959 PO 00000 Frm 00105 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\HR155.XXX HR155dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

P
O

R
T



106 

Section 426 continues a provision extending the Forest Botanical 
Products Fee Collection authority. 

Section 427 continues a provision regarding Tribal leases. 
Section 428 continues a provision extending the Forest Eco-

system Health and Recovery Fund. 
Section 429 continues a provision requiring the allocation of 

funds from the National Parks and Public Land Legacy Restoration 
Fund and Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

Section 430 continues a provision addressing carbon emissions 
from forest biomass. 

Section 431 continues a provision regarding small remote incin-
erators in Alaska. 

Section 432 continues a provision regarding timber sales in Alas-
ka. 

Section 433 continues a provision providing transfer authority to 
the Federal Highway Administration for the National Parks and 
Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund. 

Section 434 continues a provision prohibiting the use of funds to 
promulgate or implement any regulation requiring the issuance of 
permits under Title V of the Clean Air Act for carbon dioxide, ni-
trous oxide, water vapor, or methane emissions resulting from bio-
logical processes associated with livestock production. 

Section 435 continues a provision prohibiting the use of funds to 
implement any provision in a rule if that provision requires manda-
tory reporting of greenhouse gas emissions from manure manage-
ment systems. 

Section 436 continues a provision prohibiting the use of funds to 
regulate the lead content of ammunition or fishing tackle. 

Section 437 continues a provision extending authorization for 
Alaska Native regional health entities. 

Section 438 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds for the Green-
house Gas Reduction Fund. 

Section 439 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds for environ-
mental and climate justice grants. 

Section 440 prohibits the use of funds to limit recreational shoot-
ing, fishing, and hunting on Federal lands except for public safety. 

Section 441 repeals the rule titled ‘‘Revised Definition of ‘Waters 
of the United States’ ’’ published in the Federal Register on Janu-
ary 18, 2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 3004). 

Section 442 prohibits funds to enforce Public Land Order 7917 
(88 Fed. Reg. 6308 (January 31, 2023)). 

Section 443 requires the Secretary of the Interior to reinstate 
certain hardrock mineral leases. 

Section 444 amends Section 10101 of the Omnibus Budget Rec-
onciliation Act of 1993 regarding the use of mining claims for ancil-
lary activities. 

Section 445 prohibits the introduction of American bison on the 
Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge. 

Section 446 requires the Secretary of the Interior to issue the 
final rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Regulations for Interagency Cooperation’’, published in the 
Federal Register on January 12, 2021 (86 Fed. Reg. 2373) to ad-
dress the Cottonwood decision. 

Section 447 prohibits funds to consider or incorporate the Social 
Cost of Carbon. 
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Section 448 prohibits funds to implement, administer, or enforce 
the rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken; Threatened Status With Section 4(d) Rule 
for the Northern Distinct Population Segment and Endangered 
Status for the Southern Distinct Population Segment’’ published on 
November 25, 2022 (87 Federal Register 72674). 

Section 449 prohibits funds to carry out the program for Federal 
employees at the Department of the Interior entitled ‘‘Acknowl-
edging Ecogrief and Developing Resistance’’ or any counseling ses-
sions, workshop, or any other meeting pertaining to ecological grief, 
ecogrief, or eco-resilience. 

Section 450 prohibits funds to prepare an environmental impact 
statement for, or to implement, administer, or enforce, the North 
Cascades Ecosystem Grizzly Bear Restoration Plan (87 Fed. Reg. 
68190). 

Section 451 prohibits funds to require or request, as a condition 
of the issuance, renewal, or extension of any Forest Service or Bu-
reau of Land Management permit, lease, allotment, easement, or 
other land use and occupancy, arrangement, the transfer, or relin-
quishment of any water right, in whole, or in part, granted under 
State law. 

Section 452 requires the Secretary of the Interior to reissue the 
final rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Removing the Gray Wolf (Canis lupus) From the List of En-
dangered and Threatened Wildlife’’ and published on November 3, 
2020 (85 Fed. Reg. 69778). 

Section 453 addresses cost recovery for the processing of special 
recreational permits. 

Section 454 prohibits funds for certain Executive Orders relating 
to diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

Section 455 prohibits funds to promote or advance Critical Race 
Theory. 

Section 456 prohibits funds the Wuhan Institute of Virology, or 
any laboratory owned or controlled by the governments of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the Republic of Cuba, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Russian 
Federation, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela under the regime 
of Nicolás Maduro Moros, or any other country determined by the 
Secretary of State to be a foreign adversary. 

Section 457 prohibits funds to implement the final rule ‘‘Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered Species 
Status for Northern Long-Eared Bat.’’ 

Section 458 amends section 6 of the Coastal Barrier Resources 
Act. 

Section 459 prohibits funds for certain Smithsonian Institution 
activities. 

Section 460 prohibits funds for certain onshore wind energy ac-
tivities in Idaho until completion of a report by the Comptroller 
General. 

Section 461 prohibits funds for certain labeling activities that are 
inconsistent with a human health assessment performed pursuant 
to the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act. 

Section 462 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘Supple-
mental Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for the 
Steam Electric Power Generating Point Source Category’’. 
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Section 463 prohibits funds to approve a waiver submitted to the 
Environmental Protection Agency by the State of California pursu-
ant to Section 209(e) of the Clean Air Act for the State of Califor-
nia’s Amendments to its rule titled ‘‘Small Off-Road Engine Regula-
tions: Transition to Zero Emissions’’. 

Section 464 requires the Secretary of the Interior to issue the 5- 
year oil and gas leasing program for 2023–2028 and requires the 
Secretary to begin preparation of the subsequent oil and gas leas-
ing program not later than 36 months after conducting the first 
lease sale in an existing 5-year program. 

Section 465 requires the Secretary of the Interior to reissue 
Order No. 3368 regarding consent decrees and settlement agree-
ments. 

Section 466 prohibits funds for Public Land Order No. 7921. 
Section 467 prohibits funds for the final rule titled ‘‘Federal 

‘Good Neighbor Plan’ for the 2015 Ozone National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards’’ published by the Environmental Protection 
Agency in the Federal Register on June 5, 2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 
36654). 

Section 468 prohibits funds for the purpose of pre-leasing, leas-
ing, or the conveyance of leases for offshore wind energy activity 
in Florida until the Government Accountability Office submits, to 
the appropriate Congressional Committees, a study regarding the 
potential impact of offshore wind development and associated infra-
structure in the Florida administrative boundary on military readi-
ness and training (including but not limited to activities within or 
related to the Eglin Test and Training Complex and the Jackson-
ville Range Complex), marine environment and ecology, tourism, 
and other uses of the Outer Continental Shelf. 

Section 469 requires the Secretary of the Interior to address the 
deficiencies identified certain court decisions. 

Section 470 transfers certain Inflation Reduction Act balances to 
the Environmental Protection Agency Office of Inspector General. 

Section 471 prohibits funds for the management of the Grand 
Staircase-Escalante National Monument except in compliance with 
the approved resource management plan dated February 2020. 

Section 472 requires oil and gas lease sales in the Central Gulf 
of Mexico Planning Area, the Western Gulf of Mexico Planning 
Area, and in the Alaska region. 

Section 473 requires the Secretary of the Interior to conduct 
quarterly onshore oil and gas lease sales. 

Section 474 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds for the Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality. 

Section 475 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds for the Na-
tional Park Service that have been designated for the Presidio 
Trust. 

Section 476 prohibits funds to fly or display certain flags at agen-
cies funded by this Act. 

Section 477 reiterates that nothing in this Act shall affect the 
Presidential memorandum titled ‘‘Memorandum on Withdrawal of 
Certain Areas of the United States Outer Continental Shelf From 
Leasing Disposition’’ and dated September 8, 2020; the Presidential 
memorandum titled ‘‘Memorandum on Withdrawal of Certain 
Areas of the United States Outer Continental Shelf From Leasing 
Disposition’’ and dated September 25, 2020; the Presidential memo-
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randum titled ‘‘Memorandum on Withdrawal of Certain Areas off 
the Atlantic Coast on the Outer Continental Shelf From Leasing 
Disposition’’ and dated December 20, 2016; or the ban on oil and 
gas development in the Great Lakes described in Section 386 of the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15941). 

Section 478 prohibits funds for the vehicle reservation system at 
Glacier National Park. 

Section 479 prohibits funds for Secretarial Order No. 3410. 
Section 480 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘National 

Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Coal- and Oil- 
Fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units Review of the Resid-
ual Risk and Technology Review’’. 

Section 481 prohibits funds to ban the use of lead ammunition 
or tackle on Federal land or water that is made available for hunt-
ing or fishing activities or to issue regulations relating to the level 
of lead in ammunition or tackle to be used on Federal land or 
water with certain exceptions. 

Section 482 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘New 
Source Performance Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
From New, Modified, and Reconstructed Fossil Fuel-Fired Electric 
Generating Units; Emission Guidelines for Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions From Existing Fossil Fuel-Fired Electric Generating Units; 
and Repeal of the Affordable Clean Energy Rule’’. 

Section 483 prohibits funds to discriminate against a person who 
speaks, or acts, in accordance with a sincerely held religious belief, 
or moral conviction, that marriage is, or should be recognized as, 
a union of one man and one woman. 

Section 484 prohibits funds for the Smithsonian Institution for 
partnerships or activities associated with the Hong Kong Economic 
and Trade Offices, including any use of facilities by the Hong Kong 
Economic and Trade Offices. 

Section 485 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘National 
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Ethylene Oxide 
Emissions Standards for Sterilization Facilities Residual Risk and 
Technology Review’’ or the proposed interim registration review de-
cision and draft risk assessment addendum for ethylene oxide de-
scribed in the notice titled ‘‘Pesticide Registration Review; Proposed 
Interim Decision and Draft Risk Assessment Addendum for Ethyl-
ene Oxide; Notice of Availability’’ unless the Commissioner of Food 
and Drugs certifies that finalization, implementation, administra-
tion, or enforcement of such rule, decision, or addendum for ethyl-
ene oxide will not adversely impact the availability of sterile med-
ical products in the United States. 

Section 486 prohibits funds for a final rule listing the Dunes 
Sagebrush Lizard as endangered or threatened pursuant to ‘‘En-
dangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered Species 
Status for the Dunes Sagebrush Lizard’’. 

Section 487 prohibits funds for the decisions proposed in the no-
tice titled ‘‘Pesticide Registration Review; Proposed Interim Deci-
sions for the Rodenticides; Notice of Availability’’. 

Section 488 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘Multi- 
Pollutant Emissions Standards for Model Years 2027 and Later 
Light-Duty and Medium-Duty Vehicles’’. 

Section 489 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘Green-
house Gas Emissions Standards for Heavy-Duty Vehicles-Phase 3’’. 
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Section 490 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘Con-
servation and Landscape Health’’. 

Section 491 requires the Secretary of the Interior to reissue the 
final rule titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Removing the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem Population of Grizzly 
Bears From the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wild-
life’’. 

Section 492 requires the Secretary of the Interior to prepare an 
environmental impact statement prior to approving a permit within 
the Big Cypress National Preserve. 

Section 493 establishes a Spending Reduction Account. 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FROM THE NATIONAL PARKS AND PUBLIC 
LAND LEGACY RESTORATION FUND—FISCAL YEAR 2024 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

State(s) Station or Unit Name Project Funding 
Amount 

AK Anchorage District ........................................... Campbell Creek Science Center Access Re-
pairs (Phase II).

$2,100,000 

AK Anchorage District ........................................... Glennallen Warehouse Consolidation (Phase 
II).

2,200,000 

AZ Gila District ..................................................... Haekel Road Rehabilitation Chip Seal 
(Phases IV, V, and VI).

3,500,000 

CA Northern California District ............................. California Demolition ....................................... 70,000 
CA Northern California District, Central California 

District, and California Desert District.
California Combined Recreation Repair and 

Maintenance.
5,000,000 

CO Northwest District ............................................ Little Snake Fire Operations Building Re-
placement and Upgrades.

5,610,000 

ID Boise District, Idaho Falls District, Twin Falls 
District, and Idaho State Office.

Idaho Fire and Administrative Site Repairs .... 7,820,000 

ID National Interagency Fire Center ..................... 415–Duane Graves Building Replacement ..... 7,000,000 
MT Eastern Montana Dakotas District, North Cen-

tral District, and Western Montana District.
Montana FY 2024 Recreation, Roads, and 

Dams Repair Project.
6,000,000 

NM Farmington District .......................................... Taos Field Office Recreation Sites .................. 7,330,000 
OR Northwest Oregon District ............................... Northwest Oregon District Recreation Site Im-

provements.
3,200,000 

OR Northwest Oregon District ............................... Northwest Oregon District Wildfire Damaged 
Recreation Site Repairs.

11,000,000 

OR, WA Coos Bay, Lakeview, Northwest Oregon, 
Prineville, Roseburg, Spokane, and Vale 
Districts.

Oregon and Washington Recreational Facili-
ties.

9,700,000 

UT Color Country District ...................................... Color Country Administration Facility Replace-
ments and Repairs.

7,000,000 

WY High Desert District ......................................... Rawlins Barracks Replacement ....................... 5,600,000 
WY High Desert District and Wind River-Bighorn 

Basin District.
Wyoming Safety of Dams Repairs and Main-

tenance (Phase III).
4,000,000 

Total, Project Funds ......................................... .......................................................................... 87,130,000 
Program Administration (Indirect Costs) ........ .......................................................................... 2,850,000 
Contingency Fund ............................................ .......................................................................... 5,020,000 

Total, Bureau of Land Management * $95,000,000 

* Total amount is net of FY 2024 sequestration and previously unavailable funds. 

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

AK Alaska Peninsula/Becharof NWR ..................... Replacement & Rehabilitation of Refuge 
Buildings.

$7,000,000 

CA Sacramento NWR Complex .............................. Repair Water Management Capabilities & In-
frastructure (Phase I).

8,400,000 

CO San Luis Valley NWR Complex ........................ Rehabilitation of Water Management Infra-
structure & Bunkhouse Replacement.

15,400,000 
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FL Crystal River NWR ........................................... Replacement of the Three Sisters Spring 
Bulkhead & Boardwalk.

8,060,000 

KS Quivira NWR ..................................................... Rehabilitation of the Great Plains Nature 
Center & Deferred Maintenance Retirement 
at Quivira NWR.

11,450,000 

MN Sherburne NWR ................................................ Replacement of the Headquarters & Visitor 
Center Building.

3,720,000 

MO Swan Lake NWR ............................................... Replacement of Office & Retirement of De-
ferred Maintenance Backlog.

8,607,000 

NJ Great Swamp NWR .......................................... Replacement of the Great Swamp & Great 
Meadows Headquarters Buildings.

3,600,000 

OK Wichita Mountains WR .................................... Consolidate and Modernize Public Use Facili-
ties and Improve Recreational Access 
(Phase III).

2,961,000 

WA Ridgefield NWR ................................................ Replace River S Pump and Infrastructure ...... 5,500,000 
Multiple National Wildlife Refuges ................................ National Maintenance Action Team (Year 4) .. 8,000,000 
Multiple National Wildlife Refuges ................................ Salary Funding for Supplemental Conserva-

tion Workforce (Year 3).
2,000,000 

Total, Project Funds ......................................... .......................................................................... 84,698,000 
Program Administration (Indirect Costs) ........ .......................................................................... 2,850,000 
Contingency Fund ............................................ .......................................................................... 7,452,000 

Total, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service * $95,000,000 

* Total amount is net of FY 2024 sequestration and previously unavailable funds. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

AK Katmai National Park & Preserve .............. Replace Water Filtration System at King 
Salmon.

$7,938,000 

AZ Grand Canyon National Park ...................... Rehabilitate the North Rim and Roaring 
Springs Utility Systems.

180,642,000 

CA Death Valley National Park ........................ Rehabilitate Water and Wastewater Sys-
tems at Furnace Creek and Cow Creek.

62,533,000 

CA Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks Rehabilitate Grant Grove Historic Cabins 
and Shower House and Lodgepole Mar-
ket.

21,590,000 

CA Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks Rehabilitate Water Utility Infrastructure 
and Upgrade Access to Campgrounds.

35,344,000 

CA Yosemite National Park .............................. Rehabilitate El Portal Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility and Administrative Camp.

179,661,000 

CO Curecanti National Recreation Area ........... Replace Water and Wastewater Systems at 
Elk Creek and Lake Fork.

13,055,000 

CO Great Sand Dunes National Park & Pre-
serve.

Rehabilitate Park Housing ......................... 12,027,000 

DC National Capital Parks—East ................... Rehabilitate Urban Recreation Areas ......... 11,800,000 
DC National Mall and Memorial Parks ............ Rehabilitate Seawalls and Shoreline Land-

scape—Phase II.
38,634,000 

HI Hawaii Volcanoes National Park ................ Rehabilitate Water Treatment System ....... 33,599,000 
MA Boston National Historical Park ................. Rehabilitate Building 107 and Demolish 

Hoosac Stores Warehouse Building 
(Phase II).

59,392,000 

MD Hampton National Historic Site ................. Preserve Historic Structures ....................... 15,375,000 
MI Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore .. Rehabilitate Facilities on Manitou Islands 31,860,000 
MN Voyageurs National Park ............................ Replace Power Distribution Line Con-

necting Kettle Falls Hotel.
13,856,000 

MO Gateway Arch National Park ...................... Preserve Features and Systems of the Old 
Courthouse.

17,110,000 

NH Saint-Gaudens National Historical Park .... Replace Electrical, HVAC, and Alarm Sys-
tems, and Rehabilitate Four Historic 
Structures.

14,434,000 

NY Gateway National Recreation Area ............. Rehabilitate Hangars 3 and 4 at Floyd 
Bennett Field.

25,625,000 

OK Chickasaw National Recreation Area ......... Address Critical Repairs in the Platt and 
Buckhorn Developed Areas.

38,564,000 

PR San Juan National Historic Site ................. Repair Historic Walls of Park Fortifications 41,662,000 
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SC Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie National 
Historical Park.

Repair or Replace Docks at Fort Moultrie 
and Liberty Square.

38,409,000 

UT Bryce Canyon National Park ....................... Rehabilitate the Main Water System ......... 15,326,000 
VI Virgin Islands National Park ...................... Replace Water and Wastewater Systems at 

Cinnamon and Trunk Bays.
21,300,000 

WI Apostle Islands National Lakeshore ........... Rehabilitate Waterfront at Little Sand Bay 
and Devils Island, Reconstruct Boat-
house.

17,200,000 

WV New River Gorge National Park and Pre-
serve.

Remove Excess Structures and Abandoned 
Buildings (Phase 2), and Address Defi-
cient Utilities, Historic Structures, and 
Visitor Facilities.

36,169,000 

Multiple Maintenance Action Teams at Multiple 
Parks.

Maintenance Action Teams ........................ 25,000,000 

Total, Project Funds ................................... ..................................................................... 1,008,105,000 
FY 2025+ Project Planning and Compli-

ance.
..................................................................... 145,000,000 

Program Administration (Indirect Costs) ... ..................................................................... 19,950,000 
Project Management ................................... ..................................................................... 35,000,000 
Contingency Fund ....................................... ..................................................................... 121,945,000 

Total, National Park Service * $1,330,000,000 

* Total amount is net of FY 2024 sequestration and previously unavailable funds. 

BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION 

AZ Shonto Preparatory School ............................... Shonto Preparatory School Employee Housing 
New (Replacement) or Improvement Repair.

$27,364,000 

NM Kinteel Residential Campus ............................ New School Construction ................................. 49,300,000 
Total, Project Funds ......................................... .......................................................................... 76,664,000 
Program Administration (Indirect Costs) ........ .......................................................................... 2,850,000 
Contingency Fund ............................................ .......................................................................... 15,486,000 

Total, Bureau of Indian Education * $95,000,000 

* Total amount is net of FY 2024 sequestration and previously unavailable funds. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE—FISCAL YEAR 2021 REVISIONS 
National Park Service 

CA Yosemite National Park ............................... Critical Repair and Replacement of 70KV 
Transmission Line From Parkline to Hwy 
140 Powerhouse.

$¥2,897,000 

DC National Mall and Memorial Parks ............. Complete Jefferson Memorial Exterior Mar-
ble Restoration.

¥204,000 

Contingency Fund ........................................ ...................................................................... 3,101,000 

U.S.D.A. FOREST SERVICE FISCAL YEAR 2024 

State(s) Forest or Grassland Project Name FY 2024 Funding 
Request 

MT Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest De-
ferred Maintenance.

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest De-
ferred Maintenance.

$709,100 

ID Idaho Panhandle National Forests Deferred 
Maintenance.

Idaho Panhandle National Forests Deferred 
Maintenance.

4,010,000 

MT Flathead National Forest ............................ Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest ...... 1,545,000 
MT, SD Custer Gallatin National Forest ................. Idaho Panhandle National Forests ............. 4,623,200 

MT Kootenai National Forest ............................ Kootenai National Forest Deferred Mainte-
nance.

4,185,000 

MT Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest ... Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest 
Deferred Maintenance.

4,900,000 

MT Lolo National Forest ................................... Lolo Timber and Fuels Access Roads ........ 265,000 
ID, MT Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests ...... Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests De-

ferred Maintenance.
2,770,500 
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State(s) Forest or Grassland Project Name FY 2024 Funding 
Request 

ND Dakota Prairie Grasslands ......................... North Country National Scenic Trail De-
ferred Maintenance.

130,000 

MT Aerial Fire Depot ......................................... Missoula Smokejumper Visitor Center Ren-
ovation.

1,128,000 

WY Bighorn National Forest ............................. Bighorn National Forest Deferred Mainte-
nance.

1,709,000 

SD Black Hills National Forest ........................ Black Hills National Forest Deferred Main-
tenance.

1,811,000 

CO Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison 
National Forests.

Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison 
National Forests Deferred Maintenance.

1,090,000 

CO, WY Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests and 
Thunder Basin National Grassland.

Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests and 
Thunder Basin National Grassland De-
ferred Maintenance.

2,182,000 

NE Nebraska National Forest ........................... Bessey Recreation Complex Sidewalk Re-
pair and Group Electrical Upgrades.

85,000 

CO Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests 
and Pawnee National Grassland.

Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests 
and Pawnee National Grassland De-
ferred Maintenance.

3,099,000 

CO, KS Pike-San Isabel National Forests and Cim-
arron-Comanche National Grasslands.

Pike-San Isabel National Forests and Cim-
arron-Comanche National Grasslands 
Deferred Maintenance.

1,462,000 

CO San Juan National Forest ........................... San Juan National Forest Deferred Mainte-
nance.

450,000 

WY Shoshone National Forest ........................... Shoshone Developed Recreation Deferred 
Maintenance.

60,000 

CO, WY White River National Forest ....................... White River National Forest Deferred Main-
tenance.

8,850,000 

CO, NM Rocky Mountain Regional Office ................ Colorado Fourteeners Trail Deferred Main-
tenance.

355,500 

AZ Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest ............ Forest-wide Developed Recreation Site 
Renovation.

900,000 

NM Carson National Forest ............................... Hopewell Lake Day Use and Campground 
Renovations and Improvements.

1,089,800 

AZ Coconino National Forest ........................... Coconino National Forest Deferred Mainte-
nance.

1,455,200 

AZ Coronado National Forest ........................... Coronado National Forest Deferred Mainte-
nance.

3,325,000 

NM Gila National Forest ................................... Gila Wilderness and Urban Interface Trail 
Access Improvement.

500,000 

NM Lincoln National Forest .............................. Cedar Creek Trail Access Improvement ..... 50,000 
AZ Prescott National Forest ............................. Prescott Trails Maintenance ....................... 450,000 
NM Santa Fe National Forest ........................... Santa Fe National Forest Deferred Mainte-

nance.
4,169,900 

AZ, NM Southwestern Regional Office .................... Southwestern Region Deferred Mainte-
nance.

1,131,000 

ID Boise National Forest ................................. Sage Hen Recreation Area Reconstruction 2,055,500 
WY Bridger-Teton National Forest .................... Upper Green River Corridor Road Improve-

ment, Phase One.
707,900 

UT Fishlake National Forest ............................. Fishlake National Forest Deferred Mainte-
nance.

3,989,000 

UT Manti-La Sal National Forest ..................... Manti-La Sal National Forest Road and 
Trail Signage.

110,600 

ID Salmon-Challis National Forest ................. Boundary-Dagger Road Repair ................... 1,800,000 
CA, NV Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest ............. Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest Deferred 

Maintenance.
1,515,000 

UT Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest ....... Historic Guinavah-Malibu Civilian Con-
servation Corps Campground and Am-
phitheater Reconstruction.

2,684,100 

ID Intermountain Regional Office ................... Idaho Airstrip .............................................. 750,000 
CA Angeles National Forest ............................. Angeles National Forest Deferred Mainte-

nance.
2,245,000 

CA Cleveland National Forest .......................... Upper San Juan Campground Renovation 325,000 
CA Eldorado National Forest ............................ Eldorado National Forest ............................ 700,000 
CA Inyo National Forest ................................... Day Use Sites Safety and Accessibility Im-

provements.
420,000 
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State(s) Forest or Grassland Project Name FY 2024 Funding 
Request 

CA, OR Klamath National Forest ............................ Forest-wide Interpretive Signs and Trail 
Markers.

25,000 

CA Lassen National Forest ............................... Forest-wide Toilet Replacement ................. 510,000 
CA Modoc National Forest ................................ Modoc National Forest Deferred Mainte-

nance.
2,750,000 

CA Six Rivers National Forest .......................... Six Rivers National Forest Deferred Main-
tenance.

1,210,000 

CA San Bernardino National Forest ................. San Bernardino National Forest Deferred 
Maintenance.

428,500 

CA Sequoia National Forest ............................. Southern Sierra Campground and Day Use 
Site Toilet Replacement and Accessi-
bility Upgrades.

54,000 

CA Sierra National Forest ................................ Sierra Vista Scenic Byway Rehabilitation 
Project.

4,400,000 

CA Pacific Southwest Regional Office ............. Pacific Southwest Region Deferred Mainte-
nance.

855,000 

CA Stanislaus National Forest ......................... Accessible Toilet Replacement ................... 2,250,000 
CA Tahoe National Forest ................................ Tahoe National Forest Deferred Mainte-

nance.
18,880,000 

OR Deschutes National Forest ......................... Forest-wide Trail Bridge Reconstruction .... 4,000 
WA Gifford Pinchot National Forest .................. Gifford Pinchot National Forest Deferred 

Maintenance.
6,218,000 

WA Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest ...... Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest De-
ferred Maintenance.

1,780,000 

OR Umpqua National Forest ............................ South Umpqua Transportation Remediation 
and Watershed Improvement to Aid in 
Critical Access and Aquatic Organism 
Passage.

2,000,000 

OR Wallowa-Whitman National Forest ............. Scenic Byway Road Pavement Mainte-
nance and Chip Seal.

1,600,000 

WA Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest ....... Selkirks to Surf: North Cascades Recre-
ation Scenic Corridor.

3,625,000 

OR Willamette National Forest ......................... Willamette National Forest Trail Bridge 
Replacement.

30,000 

WA Colville National Forest .............................. Colville National Forest Deferred Mainte-
nance.

990,000 

OR, WA Columbia River Gorge National Scenic 
Area.

Columbia River Gorge National Scenic 
Area Deferred Maintenance.

2,136,800 

OR, WA, ID Pacific Northwest Regional Office ............. Pacific Northwest Region Deferred Mainte-
nance.

4,950,000 

FL National Forests in Florida ......................... Osceola Administrative Office .................... 6,950,000 
VA George Washington and Jefferson National 

Forests.
George Washington and Jefferson National 

Forests Deferred Maintenance.
6,300,000 

AR Ozark-St. Francis National Forests ............ Ozark-St. Francis National Forests De-
ferred Maintenance.

3,050,000 

SC Francis Marion and Sumter National For-
ests.

Francis Marion and Sumter National For-
ests Deferred Maintenance.

7,750,000 

KY Land Between the Lakes National Recre-
ation Area.

Land Between the Lakes National Recre-
ation Area Deferred Maintenance.

210,000 

MN Chippewa National Forest .......................... Chippewa National Forest Deferred Main-
tenance.

839,500 

MI Huron-Manistee National Forests ............... Pere Marquette Wild and Scenic River 
Green Cottage Access Improvements.

425,000 

MO Mark Twain National Forest ....................... Crane Lake Dam Rehabilitation and Forest 
Road 2113 Improvement.

2,266,000 

MI Ottawa National Forest .............................. Nesbit Road Rehabilitation ........................ 501,000 
IL Shawnee National Forest ............................ Lake Glendale Rehabilitation Project ......... 957,000 
MI Hiawatha National Forest ........................... Hiawatha National Forest Deferred Mainte-

nance.
1,815,000 

IN Hoosier National Forest .............................. Hardin Ridge Campground Bathroom Im-
provement.

741,400 

WI Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest ....... Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest De-
ferred Maintenance.

510,000 

PA Allegheny National Forest ........................... Allegheny National Forest Deferred Mainte-
nance.

8,372,000 
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State(s) Forest or Grassland Project Name FY 2024 Funding 
Request 

VT Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National 
Forests.

Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National 
Forests Deferred Maintenance.

840,600 

WV Monongahela National Forest ..................... Holcomb Bridge Replacement .................... 685,000 
NH White Mountain National Forest ................. White Mountain National Forest Deferred 

Maintenance.
350,300 

AK Chugach National Forest ............................ Chugach National Forest Deferred Mainte-
nance.

1,948,000 

AK Tongass National Forest ............................. Tongass National Forest Deferred Mainte-
nance.

20,918,000 

WI Forest Products Laboratory ......................... Building 34 Parking Lot Replacement ....... 500,000 
Various Various ........................................................ National Priority Housing Deferred Mainte-

nance Projects.
24,547,600 

Total, Project Funds 220,965,000 
Administrative Funds 21,000,000 

Contingency 43,035,000 

Total, U.S. Forest Service * $285,000,000 

* Total amount is net of FY 2024 sequestration and previously unavailable funds. 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2024 

State Agency—Account—Activity—Project Amount 

Office of the Secretary 
Departmental Operations 

Appraisal and Valu-
ation 
Services—Federal 
Lands.

............................................................................................................. 19,000,000 

Total, Of-
fice of 
the Sec-
retary.

............................................................................................................. 19,000,000 

Total Net Budget Authority, Office of the Secretary .......................... 19,000,000 
Total 2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority ........................ 1,083,000 
Total New Budget Authority (Allocation), Office of the Secretary ..... 19,000,000 
Total 2024 Sequester ......................................................................... (1,083,000) 

Bureau of Land Management 
Land Acquisition 

Acquisition Manage-
ment.

............................................................................................................. 8,527,000 

Recreational Access ... ............................................................................................................. 20,500,000 
Inholding, Emer-

gencies, & Hard-
ships.

............................................................................................................. 9,000,000 

MT ...................... Blackfoot River Watershed ................................................................. 2,200,000 
CA ...................... California Coastal National Monument .............................................. 10,500,000 
ID ....................... Henry’s Lake Area of Critical Environmental Concern and Island 

Park.
7,450,000 

CA ...................... California Wilderness ......................................................................... 4,000,000 
AZ ...................... Lower Gila Terraces and Historic Trails Area of Critical Environ-

mental Concern.
2,500,000 

ID ....................... Sands Desert Habitat Management Area .......................................... 2,600,000 
UT ...................... Red Cliffs National Conservation Area .............................................. 8,900,000 
Subtotal, Acquisitions ......................................................................................................... 38,150,000 

Total Net Budget Authority, Bureau of Land Management ....................................... 76,177,000 
Total 2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority ................................................ 3,994,389 
Total New Budget Authority (Allocation), Bureau of Land Management .................. 76,545,717 
Total 2024 Sequester ................................................................................................. (4,363,106) 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Land Acquisition 

Highlands Conservation Act ............................................................... 10,000,000 
Land Acquisition Management ........................................................... 18,028,000 
Sportsmen/Recreation Access ............................................................ 15,500,000 
Inholdings/Emergencies/Hardships .................................................... 11,000,000 
Exchanges ........................................................................................... 1,591,000 
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ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2024—Continued 

State Agency—Account—Activity—Project Amount 

Land Protection Planning ................................................................... 493,000 
FL ....................... Everglades Headwaters National Wildlife Refuge and Conservation 

Area.
10,000,000 

TX ...................... Attwater Prairie Chicken National Wildlife Refuge ............................ 4,500,000 
Mult. .................. Dakota Grassland Conservation Area (ND/SD) .................................. 6,000,000 
Mult. .................. Great Thicket National Wildlife Refuge (CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI) .... 1,000,000 
ME ..................... Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge ............................................ 1,500,000 
Mult. .................. Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge (CT, MA, NH, VT) 500,000 
OR ...................... Willamette Valley Conservation Area ................................................. 3,500,000 
CA ...................... Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge ............... 4,690,000 
AR ...................... Cache River National Wildlife Refuge ................................................ 500,000 
Mult. .................. Dakota Tallgrass Prairie Wildlife Management Area (ND/SD) ........... 2,000,000 
Mult. .................. Northern Tallgrass Prairie National Wildlife Refuge (IA/MN) ............ 500,000 
TX ...................... Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge ....................................... 2,000,000 
PA ...................... Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge .............................................. 1,000,000 
CA ...................... Grasslands Wildlife Management Area .............................................. 1,000,000 
CA ...................... Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge ................................................ 3,000,000 
WA ..................... Willapa National Wildlife Refuge ....................................................... 6,000,000 
VA ...................... Rappahannock River Valley National Wildlife Refuge ....................... 500,000 
IN ....................... Patoka River National Wildlife Refuge ............................................... 2,000,000 
Mult. .................. Bear River Watershed Conservation Area (ID, UT, WY) ..................... 950,000 
IL ....................... Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge ............................................ 500,000 
KS ...................... Flint Hills Legacy Conservation Area ................................................. 500,000 
AK ...................... Alaska Peninsula National Wildlife Refuge ....................................... 2,200,000 
WY ..................... Wyoming Toad Conservation Area ...................................................... 1,500,000 
KY ...................... Green River National Wildlife Refuge ................................................ 1,000,000 
CA ...................... Tulare Basin Wildlife Management Area ........................................... 1,000,000 
FL ....................... St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge .................................................... 1,000,000 
Mult. .................. Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge (IA, IL, 

MN, WI).
500,000 

TX ...................... Lower Rio Grande National Wildlife Refuge ....................................... 2,000,000 
Mult. .................. Middle Mississippi River National Wildlife Refuge (IL/MO) ............... 500,000 
OR ...................... Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge ............................................. 500,000 
MT ...................... Montana Conservation Areas ............................................................. 3,000,000 
TX ...................... Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge ............................... 4,000,000 
Subtotal, Acquisitions ......................................................................................................... 69,340,000 
Net, Land Acquisition .......................................................................................................... 125,952,000 
2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................. 6,494,637 
New (Allocation), Land Acquisition 2024 ............................................................................ 126,678,010 
Sequester ........... ............................................................................................................. (7,220,647) 

Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund 
Species Recovery Land Acquisition .................................................... 14,162,000 
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) Acquisition .................................... 26,000,000 

Net, Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund ................................................. 40,162,000 
2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................. 1,896,600 
New (Allocation), Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund ............................ 40,606,999 
2024 Sequester ............................................................................................................. (2,314,599) 

Total Net Budget Authority, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ...................................... 166,114,000 
Total 2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority ................................................ 8,364,237 
Total New Budget Authority (Allocation), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service .................. 167,285,009 
Total 2024 Sequester ................................................................................................. (9,535,245) 

National Park Service 
Land Acquisition and State Assistance 

State Conservation Grants ................................................................. 167,197,000 
LWCF Outdoor Recreation Legacy Grants ........................................... 125,000,000 
State Conservation Grants Administration ........................................ 13,347,000 

Subtotal, State 
Assistance.

............................................................................................................. 305,544,000 

American Battlefield Protection Program ........................................... 20,000,000 
Acquisition Management .................................................................... 14,500,000 
Recreation Access .............................................................................. 12,000,000 
Emergencies/Hardships/Relocation .................................................... 5,000,000 
Inholdings/Donations/Exchanges ........................................................ 11,000,000 

WY ..................... Grand Teton National Park ................................................................. 7,875,000 
AK ...................... Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve ............................................ 2,050,000 
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ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2024—Continued 

State Agency—Account—Activity—Project Amount 

AZ ...................... Petrified Forest National Park ............................................................ 7,500,000 
HI ....................... Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail ................................................... 3,800,000 
NM ..................... Valles Caldera National Preserve ....................................................... 2,500,000 
UT ...................... Zion National Park ............................................................................. 2,600,000 
Multi. ................. Battlefield Protection (Various) .......................................................... 2,680,000 
MN ..................... Voyageurs National Park .................................................................... 1,500,000 
WV ..................... Gauley River National Recreation Area .............................................. 920,000 
MO ..................... Ozark National Scenic Riverways ....................................................... 975,000 
WV ..................... New River Gorge National River ......................................................... 655,000 
MA ..................... Minute Man National Historical Park ................................................. 1,860,000 
WA ..................... San Juan Island National Historical Park .......................................... 905,000 
AR ...................... Hot Springs National Park ................................................................. 785,000 
MO ..................... Ste. Genevieve National Historical Park ............................................ 430,000 
TN ...................... Obed Wild And Scenic River .............................................................. 320,000 
TX ...................... San Antonio Missions National Historical Park ................................. 1,221,000 
CO ...................... Rocky Mountain National Park ........................................................... 6,230,000 
Mult. .................. Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area (KY/TN) ............ 950,000 
SC ...................... Congaree National Park ..................................................................... 250,000 
CA ...................... Death Valley National Park ................................................................ 500,000 
LA ...................... Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve ........................... 390,000 
MI ...................... Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore .......................................... 1,365,000 
Mult. .................. Missouri National Recreation River (NE/SD) ...................................... 1,855,000 
FL ....................... Big Cypress National Preserve ........................................................... 270,000 
FL ....................... Biscayne National Park ...................................................................... 2,200,000 
FL ....................... Big Cypress National Preserve ........................................................... 1,195,000 
AK ...................... Lake Clark National Park and Preserve ............................................. 8,044,000 
MD ..................... Historical Preservation Training Center ............................................. 1,100,000 
Subtotal, Land Acquisition .................................................................................................. 62,925,000 

Total Net Budget Authority, National Park Service .................................................... 430,969,000 
Total 2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority ................................................ 26,322,828 
Total New Budget Authority (Allocation), National Park Service ............................... 429,105,166 
Total 2024 Sequester ................................................................................................. (24,458,994) 

U.S. Forest Service 
Land Acquisition 

Acquisition Management .................................................................... 13,855,779 
Recreation Access .............................................................................. 13,000,000 
Critical Inholdings/Wilderness ............................................................ 5,500,000 
Cash Equalization .............................................................................. 250,000 

WA ..................... Okanogan-Wenatchee NF I ................................................................. 12,000,000 
CO ...................... White River National Forest ............................................................... 1,250,000 
MT ...................... Lolo National Forest ........................................................................... 10,500,000 
WA ..................... Okanogan-Wenatchee NF II ................................................................ 7,000,000 
AZ ...................... Prescott National Forest I .................................................................. 10,340,000 
GA ...................... Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest ............................................. 3,844,000 
MT ...................... Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest II ........................................... 1,620,000 
AZ ...................... Coronado National Forest I ................................................................ 2,500,000 
UT ...................... Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest ............................................... 4,000,000 
AL ...................... National Forests in Alabama ............................................................. 4,150,000 
MT ...................... Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest I ............................................ 1,926,136 
CA ...................... Shasta-Trinity National Forest ........................................................... 2,000,000 
ME ..................... White Mountain National Forest ......................................................... 3,177,500 
Mult. .................. Treasures of the Central Appalachians Initiative (NC, TN, WV) ....... 11,649,000 
MT ...................... Kootenai National Forest .................................................................... 1,500,000 
AZ ...................... Coronado National Forest II ............................................................... 4,397,560 
Subtotal, Acquisitions ......................................................................................................... 81,854,196 
Net Budget Authority Land Acquisition ............................................................................... 114,459,975 
2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................. 7,092,966 
New Budget Authority Land Acquisition (Allocation) .......................................................... 113,856,849 
2024 Sequester ............................................................................................................. (6,489,840) 

Forest Legacy Program 
Administrative Funds ......................................................................... 8,000,000 

MT ...................... Upper Thompson Connectivity Project ................................................ 7,000,000 
MI ...................... Michigamme Highlands Project ......................................................... 15,075,000 
MS ..................... Wolf River Forest Conservation Project .............................................. 7,500,000 
HI ....................... Maunawili Valley Project .................................................................... 3,605,000 
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ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2024—Continued 

State Agency—Account—Activity—Project Amount 

GA ...................... Dugdown Mountain Corridor Stateline Georgia Project ..................... 17,500,000 
MA ..................... Nashua Wild & Scenic Rivers and Forests Project ............................ 8,615,000 
IA ....................... Little Sioux Forest Project .................................................................. 4,650,000 
ME ..................... South Branch Forest Project .............................................................. 1,150,000 
VA ...................... Buffalo Mountain Natural Area Preserve Expansion Project ............. 9,500,000 
CA ...................... Brushy Mountain Phase 3, Eel River Peninsula Project .................... 6,287,465 
WA ..................... Mt. Adams Forest Project ................................................................... 4,397,560 
Subtotal, Forest Legacy Projects ......................................................................................... 85,280,025 
Net Budget Authority Forest Legacy .................................................................................... 93,280,025 
2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................. 4,442,580 
New Budget Authority (Allocation) Forest Legacy ............................................................... 94,207,259 
2024 Sequester ............................................................................................................. (5,369,814) 

Total Net Budget Authority, U.S. Forest Service ........................................................ 207,740,000 
Total 2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority ................................................ 11,535,546 
Total New Budget Authority (Allocation), U.S. Forest Service ................................... 208,064,108 
Total 2024 Sequester ................................................................................................. (11,859,654) 

House of Representatives Reporting Requirements 

The following items are included in accordance with various re-
quirements of the Rules of the House of Representatives: 
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(4) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, the following is a statement of general perform-
ance goals and objectives for which this measure authorizes fund-
ing: 

The Committee on Appropriations considers program perform-
ance, including a program’s success in developing and attaining 
outcome-related goals and objectives, in developing funding rec-
ommendations. 

PROGRAM DUPLICATION 

No provision of this bill establishes or reauthorizes a program of 
the Federal Government known to be duplicative of another Fed-
eral program, a program that was included in any report from the 
Government Accountability Office to Congress pursuant to section 
21 of Public Law 111–139, or a program related to a program iden-
tified in the most recent Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance. 

TRANSFERS OF FUNDS 

Pursuant to clause 3(f)(2) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, the following table is submitted describing the 
transfer of funds in the accompanying bill. 

APPROPRIATION TRANSFERS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL 

Account from which transfer is made Amount Account to which transfer is made Amount 

Department of the Interior, National 
Park Service.

not specified ......... Department of Transportation, Federal 
Highway Administration.

not specified 

Department of the Interior, BIA, Oper-
ation of Indian Programs.

not specified ......... Indian forest land assistance ac-
counts.

not specified 

Department of the Interior, BIA, Oper-
ations of Indian Programs.

up to $7,096,000 .. Office of the Secretary ......................... up to $7,096,000 

United States Customs and Border 
Protection.

not specified ......... Department of the Interior, BIA, Oper-
ations of Indian Programs.

not specified 

Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs Construction.

not specified ......... Bureau of Reclamation ........................ not specified 

Bureau of Trust Funds Administration not specified ......... Department of the Interior, BIA, Oper-
ation of Indian Programs; BIE, Op-
eration of Indian Education Pro-
grams; Office of the Solicitor, Sala-
ries and Expenses; Office of the 
Secretary, Departmental Operations.

not specified 

Department of the Interior, Office of 
the Secretary.

not specified ......... Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of 
Indian Education, Bureau of Trust 
Fund Administration.

not specified 

Department of the Interior, Office of 
Insular Affairs.

not specified ......... Secretary of Agriculture ....................... not specified 

Department of the Interior, Wildland 
Fire Management.

$50,000,000 .......... Secretary of Agriculture ....................... $50,000,000 

Department of the Interior, Wildland 
Fire Management.

not specified ......... Department of the Interior, for repay-
ment of advances made during 
emergencies.

not specified 

Department of the Interior, Wildfire 
Suppression Reserve Fund.

$350,000,000 ........ Forest Service, Wildland Fire Manage-
ment, and Department of the Inte-
rior, Wildland Fire Management.

$350,000,000 

Department of the Interior, Energy 
Community Revitalization Program.

not specified ......... Any Department of the Interior ac-
count.

not specified 

Department of the Interior, Intra-Bu-
reau (sec. 101).

not specified ......... Department of the Interior, Intra-Bu-
reau, for emergency purposes as 
specified.

not specified 
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APPROPRIATION TRANSFERS RECOMMENDED IN THE BILL—Continued 

Account from which transfer is made Amount Account to which transfer is made Amount 

Department of the Interior, Depart-
ment-Wide (sec. 102).

not specified ......... Department of the Interior, Depart-
ment-Wide, for emergency purposes 
as specified.

not specified 

Transfer prior appropriations from BIA, 
BIE and BTFA (sec. 104).

not specified ......... Indian trust management and reform not specified 

Tribal priority allocations (sec. 105) .... not specified ......... Address tribal funding inequities ........ not specified 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and Bureau 

of Indian Education (sec. 113).
not specified ......... Orderly transition to separate ac-

counts.
not specified 

Environmental Protection Agency, Haz-
ardous Substance Superfund.

not specified ......... Other Federal Agencies ........................ not specified 

Environmental Protection Agency, Haz-
ardous Substance Superfund.

$11,800,000 .......... Environmental Protection Agency, Of-
fice of Inspector General.

$11,800,000 

Environmental Protection Agency, Haz-
ardous Substance Superfund.

$31,607,000 .......... Environmental Protection Agency, 
Science and Technology.

$31,607,000 

Environmental Protection Agency, Ad-
ministrative Provisions.

up to 
$368,000,000.

Any Federal Department or Agency for 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.

up to 
$368,000,000 

Forest Service, Capital Improvement 
and Maintenance.

not specified ......... General Treasury .................................. not specified 

Forest Service, Wildland Fire Manage-
ment.

not specified ......... Other appropriations accounts pre-
viously transferred.

not specified 

Forest Service, Wildland Fire Manage-
ment.

not specified ......... Forest Service, National Forest System not specified 

Forest Service, Wildfire Suppression 
Operations Reserve Fund.

$2,300,000,000 ..... Forest Service, Wildland Fire Manage-
ment, and Department of the Inte-
rior, Wildland Fire Management.

$2,300,000,000 

Forest Service appropriations ............... not specified ......... Effects of budget restructuring ........... not specified 
Forest Service, Administrative Provi-

sions.
not specified ......... Department of the Interior, Bureau of 

Land Management for wild horse 
and burro management.

not specified 

Forest Service, Administrative Provi-
sions.

up to $82,000,000 USDA, Working Capital Fund ............... up to $82,000,000 

Forest Service, All Accounts ................. not specified ......... Forest Service, Wildland Fire Manage-
ment.

not specified 

Forest Service, Wildland Fire Manage-
ment, Administrative Provision.

up to $50,000,000 Department of the Interior ................... up to $50,000,000 

Forest Service, Administrative Provi-
sions.

up to $82,000,000 USDA, Working Capital Fund ............... up to $82,000,000 

Forest Service, Administrative Provi-
sions.

up to $14,500,000 USDA, Greenbook .................................. up to $14,500,000 

Forest Service, Administrative Provi-
sions.

up to $3,000,000 .. National Forest Foundation, Adminis-
trative Provision.

up to $3,000,000 

National Gallery of Art, Repair, Res-
toration, and Renovation of Build-
ings.

$27,208,000 .......... Smithsonian Institution ........................ not specified 

General Provisions, National Parks and 
Public Land Legacy Restoration 
Fund.

not specified ......... Federal Highway Administration .......... not specified 

RESCISSION OF FUNDS 

Pursuant to clause 3(f)(2) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, the following describes rescissions rec-
ommended in the accompanying bill: 

Section 438 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds from the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. 

Section 439 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds for environ-
mental and climate justice grants. 

Section 475 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds for the Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality. 

Section 476 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds for the Na-
tional Park Service that have been designated for the Presidio 
Trust. 
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COMPLIANCE WITH RULE XIII, CL. 3(e) (RAMSEYER RULE) 

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, 
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit-
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, 
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 

OMNIBUS BUDGET RECONCILIATION ACT OF 1993 

* * * * * * * 

TITLE X—NATURAL RESOURCE 
PROVISIONS 

* * * * * * * 

Subtitle B—Hardrock Mining Claim 
Maintenance Fee 

SEC. 10101. FEE. 
(a) CLAIM MAINTENANCE FEE.— 

(1) LODE MINING CLAIMS, MILL SITES, AND TUNNEL SITES.— 
The holder of each unpatented lode mining claim, mill site, or 
tunnel site, located pursuant to the mining laws of the United 
States before, on, or after August 10, 1993, shall pay to the 
Secretary of the Interior, on or before September 1 of each 
year, to the extent provided in advance in appropriations Acts, 
a claim maintenance fee of $100 per claim or site, respectively. 
Such claim maintenance fee shall be in lieu of the assessment 
work requirement contained in the Mining Law of 1872 (30 
U.S.C. 28–28e) and the related filing requirements contained 
in section 314 (a) and (c) of the Federal Land Policy and Man-
agement Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1744 (a) and (c)). 

(2) PLACER MINING CLAIMS.—The holder of each unpatented 
placer mining claim located pursuant to the mining laws of the 
United States before, on, or after August 10, 1993, shall pay 
to the Secretary of the Interior, on or before September 1 of 
each year, the claim maintenance fee described in subsection 
(a)(1), for each 20 acres of the placer claim or portion thereof. 
Such claim maintenance fee shall be in lieu of the assessment 
work requirement contained in the Mining Law of 1872 (30 
U.S.C. 28 to 28e) and the related filing requirements contained 
in section 314(a) and (c) of the Federal Land Policy and Man-
agement Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1744(a) and (c)). 

(b) TIME OF PAYMENT.—The claim main tenance fee under sub-
section (a) shall be paid for the year in which the location is made, 
at the time the location notice is recorded with the Bureau of Land 
Management. The location fee imposed under section 10102 shall 
be payable not later than 90 days after the date of location. 

(c) OIL SHALE CLAIMS SUBJECT TO CLAIM MAINTENANCE FEES 
UNDER ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 1992.—This section shall not apply 
to any oil shale claims for which a fee is required to be paid under 
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section 2511(e)(2) of the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (Public Law 
102–486; 106 Stat. 3111; 30 U.S.C. 242). 

(d) WAIVER.—(1) The claim maintenance fee required under this 
section may be waived for a claimant who certifies in writing to the 
Secretary that on the date the payment was due, the claimant and 
all related parties— 

(A) held not more than 10 mining claims, mill sites, or tun-
nel sites, or any combination thereof, on public lands; and 

(B) have performed assessment work required under the 
Mining Law of 1872 (30 U.S.C. 28–28e) to maintain the mining 
claims held by the claimant and such related parties for the as-
sessment year ending on noon of September 1 of the calendar 
year in which payment of the claim maintenance fee was due. 

(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), with respect to any claimant, 
the term ‘‘related party’’ means— 

(A) the spouse and dependent children (as defined in section 
152 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986), of the claimant; 
and 

(B) a person who controls, is controlled by, or is under com-
mon control with the claimant. 

For purposes of this section, the term control includes actual con-
trol, legal control, and the power to exercise control, through or by 
common directors, officers, stockholders, a voting trust, or a hold-
ing company or investment company, or any other means. 

(3) If a small miner waiver application is determined to be 
defective for any reason, the claimant shall have a period of 60 
days after receipt of written notification of the defect or defects 
by the Bureau of Land Management to: (A) cure such defect or 
defects, or (B) pay the $100 claim maintenance fee due for such 
period. 

(e) SECURITY OF TENURE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—A claimant shall have the right to use, 
occupy, and conduct operations on public land, with or 
without the discovery of a valuable mineral deposit, if— 

(i) such claimant makes a timely payment of the lo-
cation fee required by section 10102 and the claim 
maintenance fee required by subsection (a); or 

(ii) in the case of a claimant who qualifies for a 
waiver under subsection (d), such claimant makes a 
timely payment of the location fee and complies with 
the required assessment work under the general mining 
laws. 

(B) OPERATIONS DEFINED.—For the purposes of this para-
graph, the term ‘‘operations’’ means— 

(i) any activity or work carried out in connection 
with prospecting, exploration, processing, discovery and 
assessment, development, or extraction with respect to 
a locatable mineral; 

(ii) the reclamation of any disturbed areas; and 
(iii) any other reasonably incident uses, whether on 

a mining claim or not, including the construction and 
maintenance of facilities, roads, transmission lines, 
pipelines, and any other necessary infrastructure or 
means of access on public land for support facilities. 
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(2) FULFILLMENT OF FEDERAL LAND POLICY AND MANAGEMENT 
ACT.—A claimant that fulfills the requirements of this section 
and section 10102 shall be deemed to satisfy the requirements 
of any provision of the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act that requires the payment of fair market value to the United 
States for use of public lands and resources relating to use of 
such lands and resources authorized by the general mining 
laws. 

(3) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this subsection may be con-
strued to diminish the rights of entry, use, and occupancy, or 
any other right, of a claimant under the general mining laws. 

* * * * * * * 

COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCES ACT 

* * * * * * * 
SEC. 6. EXCEPTIONS TO LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDITURES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 5, the appropriate 
Federal officer, after consultation with the Secretary, may make 
Federal expenditures and may make financial assistance available 
within the System for the following: 

(1) Any use or facility necessary for the exploration, extrac-
tion, or transportation of energy resources which can be carried 
out only on, in, or adjacent to a coastal water area because the 
use or facility requires access to the coastal water body. 

(2) The maintenance or construction of improvements of ex-
isting Federal navigation channels (including the Intracoastal 
Waterway) and related structures (such as jetties), including 
the disposal of dredge materials related to such maintenance 
or construction. 

(3) The maintenance, replacement, reconstruction, or repair, 
but not the expansion, of publicly owned or publicly operated 
roads, structures, or facilities that are essential links in a larg-
er network or system. 

(4) Military activities essential to national security. 
(5) The construction, operation, maintenance, and rehabilita-

tion of Coast Guard facilities and access thereto. 
(6) Any of the following actions or projects, if a particular ex-

penditure or the making available of particular assistance for 
the action or project is consistent with the purposes of this Act: 

(A) Projects for the study, management, protection, and 
enhancement of fish and wildlife resources and habitats, 
including acquisition of fish and wildlife habitats and re-
lated lands, stabilization projects for fish and wildlife habi-
tats, and recreational projects. 

(B) Establishment, operation, and maintenance of air 
and water navigation aids and devices, and for access 
thereto. 

(C) Projects under chapter 2003 of title 54, UnitedStates 
Code, and the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 
U.S.C. 1451 et seq.). 

(D) Scientific research, including aeronautical, atmos-
pheric, space, geologic, marine, fish and wildlife, and other 
research, development, and applications. 
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(E) Assistance for emergency actions essential to the 
saving of lives and the protection of property and the pub-
lic health and safety, if such actions are performed pursu-
ant to sections 402, 403, and 502 of the Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act and section 1362 of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4103) and 
are limited to actions that are necessary to alleviate the 
emergency. 

(F) Maintenance, replacement, reconstruction, or repair, 
but not the expansion (except with respect to United 
States route 1 in the Florida Keys), of publicly owned or 
publicly operated roads, structures, and facilities. 

(G) Nonstructural projects for shoreline stabilization 
that are designed to mimic, enhance, or restore a natural 
stabilization system. 

(b) EXISTING FEDERAL NAVIGATION CHANNELS.—For purposes of 
subsection (a)(2), a Federal navigation channel or a related struc-
ture is an existing channel or structure, respectively, if it was au-
thorized before the date on which the relevant System unit or por-
tion of the System unit was included within the System. 

(c) EXPANSION OF HIGHWAYS IN MICHIGAN.—The limitations on 
the use of Federal expenditures or financial assistance within the 
System under subsection (a)(3) shall not apply to a highway— 

(1) located in a unit of the System in Michigan; and 
(2) in existence on the date of the enactment of the Coastal 

Barrier Improvement Act of 1990. 
(d) SERVICES AND FACILITIES OUTSIDE SYSTEM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and 
(3) of this subsection, limitations on the use of Federal expend-
itures or financial assistance within the System under section 
5 shall not apply to expenditures or assistance provided for 
services or facilities and related infrastructure located outside 
the boundaries of unit T–11 of the System (as depicted on the 
maps referred to in section 4(a)) which relate to an activity 
within that unit. 

(2) PROHIBITION OF FLOOD INSURANCE COVERAGE.—No new 
flood insurance coverage may be provided under the National 
Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.) for any 
new construction or substantial improvements relating to serv-
ices or facilities and related infrastructure located outside the 
boundaries of unit T–11 of the System that facilitate an activ-
ity within that unit that is not consistent with the purposes of 
this Act. 

(3) PROHIBITION OF HUD ASSISTANCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—No financial assistance for acquisition, 

construction, or improvement purposes may be provided 
under any program administered by the Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development for any services or facilities 
and related infrastructure located outside the boundaries 
of unit T–11 of the System that facilitate an activity with-
in that unit that is not consistent with the purposes of this 
Act. 

(B) DEFINITION OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—For purposes 
of this paragraph, the term ’‘financial assistance’’ includes 
any contract, loan, grant, cooperative agreement, or other 
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form of assistance, including the insurance or guarantee of 
a loan, mortgage, or pool of mortgages. 

(e) BORROW SITE.—Section 5 shall not apply to expenditures or fi-
nancial assistance relating to the use of funds to use a borrow site 
located within the System if such site has been in use as a borrow 
site by a coastal storm risk management project for a period of more 
than 15 years. 

* * * * * * * 

OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF LANDS ACT 

* * * * * * * 
SEC. 18. OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF LEASING PROGRAM.—(a) 

The Secretary, pursuant to procedures set forth in øsubsections (c) 
and (d) of this section, shall prepare and periodically revise,¿ this 
section, shall issue every five years and maintain an oil and gas 
leasing program to implement the policies of this Act. The leasing 
program shall consist of a schedule of proposed lease sales indi-
cating, as precisely as possible, the size, timing, and location of 
leasing activity which he determines will best meet national energy 
needs for the five-year period following its approval or reapproval. 
Such leasing program shall be prepared and maintained in a man-
ner consistent with the following principles: 

(1) Management of the outer Continental Shelf shall be con-
ducted in a manner which considers economic, social, and envi-
ronmental values of the renewable and nonrenewable resources 
contained in the outer Continental Shelf, and the potential im-
pact of oil and gas exploration on other resource values of the 
outer Continental Shelf and the marine, coastal, and human 
environments. 

(2) Timing and location of exploration, development, and pro-
duction of oil and gas among the oil- and gas-bearing 
physiographic regions of the outer Continental Shelf shall be 
based on a consideration of— 

(A) existing information concerning the geographical, ge-
ological, and ecological characteristics of such regions; 

(B) an equitable sharing of developmental benefits and 
environmental risks among the various regions; 

(C) the location of such regions with respect to, and the 
relative needs of, regional and national energy markets; 

(D) the location of such regions with respect to other 
uses of the sea and seabed, including fisheries, navigation, 
existing or proposed sealanes, potential sites of deepwater 
ports, and other anticipated uses of the resources and 
space of the outer Continental Shelf; 

(E) the interest of potential oil and gas producers in the 
development of oil and gas resources as indicated by explo-
ration or nomination; 

(F) laws, goals, and policies of affected States which 
have been specifically identified by the Governors of such 
States as relevant matters for the Secretary’s consider-
ation; 
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(G) the relative environmental sensitivity and marine 
productivity of different areas of the outer Continental 
Shelf; and 

(H) relevant environmental and predictive information 
for different areas of the outer Continental Shelf. 

(3) The Secretary shall select the timing and location of leas-
ing, to the maximum extent practicable, so as to obtain a prop-
er balance between domestic energy security, the potential for 
environmental damage, the potential for the discovery of oil 
and gas, and the potential for adverse impact on the coastal 
zone. 

(4) Leasing activities shall be conducted to assure receipt of 
fair market value for the lands leased and the rights conveyed 
by the Federal Government. 

(5) Each five-year program shall include at least two Gulf of 
Mexico region-wide lease sales per year. 

(b) The leasing program shall include estimates of the appropria-
tions and staff required to— 

(1) obtain resource information and any other information 
needed to prepare the leasing program required by this section; 

(2) analyze and interpret the exploratory data and any other 
information which may be compiled under the authority of this 
Act; 

(3) conduct environmental studies and prepare any environ-
mental impact statement required in accordance with this Act 
and with section 102(2)(C) of the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(C)); and 

(4) supervise operations conducted pursuant to each lease in 
the manner necessary to assure due diligence in the explo-
ration and development of the lease area and compliance with 
the requirement of applicable laws and regulations, and with 
the terms of the lease. 

(c)(1) During the preparation of any proposed leasing program 
under this section, the Secretary shall invite and consider sugges-
tions for such program from any interested Federal agency, includ-
ing the Attorney General, in consultation with the Federal Trade 
Commission, and from the Governor of any State which may be-
come an affected State under such proposed program. The Sec-
retary may also invite or consider any suggestions from the execu-
tive of any affected local government in such an affected State, 
which have been previously submitted to the Governor of such 
State, and from any other person. 

(2) After such preparation and at least sixty days prior to publi-
cation of a proposed leasing program in the Federal Register pursu-
ant to paragraph (3) of this subsection, the Secretary shall submit 
a copy of such proposed program to the Governor of each affected 
State for review and comment. The Governor may solicit comments 
from those executives of local governments in his State which he, 
in his discretion, determines will be affected by the proposed pro-
gram. If any comment by such Governor is received by the Sec-
retary at least fifteen days prior to submission to the Congress pur-
suant to such paragraph (3) and includes a request for any modi-
fication of such proposed program, the Secretary shall reply in 
writing, granting or denying such request in whole or in part, or 
granting such request in such modified form as the Secretary con-
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siders appropriate, and stating his reasons therefor. All such cor-
respondence between the Secretary and Governor of any affected 
State, together with any additional information and data relating 
thereto, shall accompany such proposed program when it is sub-
mitted to the Congress. 

(3) Within nine months after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall submit a proposed leasing program to the 
Congress, the Attorney General, and the Governors of affected 
States, and shall publish such proposed program in the Federal 
Register. Each Governor shall, upon request, submit a copy of the 
proposed leasing program to the executive of any local government 
affected by the proposed program. 

(d)(1) Within ninety days after the date of publication of a pro-
posed leasing program, the Attorney General may, after consulta-
tion with the Federal Trade Commission, submit comments on the 
anticipated effects of such proposed program upon competition. Any 
State, local government, or other person may submit comments and 
recommendations as to any aspect of such proposed program. 

(2) At least sixty days prior to approving a proposed leasing pro-
gram, the Secretary shall submit it to the President and the Con-
gress, together with any comments received. Such submission shall 
indicate why any specific recommendation of the Attorney General 
or a State or local government was not accepted. 

(3) After the leasing program has been approved by the Sec-
retary, or after eighteen months following the date of enactment of 
this section, whichever first occurs, no lease shall be issued unless 
it is for an area included in the approved leasing program and un-
less it contains provisions consistent with the approved leasing pro-
gram, except that leasing shall be permitted to continue until such 
program is approved and for so long thereafter as such program is 
under judicial or administrative review pursuant to the provisions 
of this Act. 

(e) The Secretary shall review the leasing program approved 
under this section at least once each year. He may revise and re-
approve such program, at any time, and such revision and re-
approval, except in the case of a revision which is not significant, 
shall be in the same manner as originally developed. 

(f) Five-Year program for 2023–2028.—The Secretary shall issue 
the five-year oil and gas leasing program for 2023 through 2028 
and issue the Record of Decision on the Final Programmatic Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement by not later than 60 days of enactment 
of this Act. 

(g) Subsequent Leasing Programs.— 
(1) In General.—Not later than 36 months after conducting 

the first lease sale under an oil and gas leasing program pre-
pared pursuant to this section, the Secretary shall begin pre-
paring the subsequent oil and gas leasing program under this 
section. 

(2) Requirement.—Each subsequent oil and gas leasing pro-
gram under this section shall be approved by not later than 180 
days before the expiration of the previous oil and gas leasing 
program. 

ø(f)¿ (h) The Secretary shall, by regulation, establish procedures 
for— 
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(1) receipt and consideration of nominations for any area to 
be offered for lease or to be excluded from leasing; 

(2) public notice of and participation in development of the 
leasing program; 

(3) review by State and local governments which may be im-
pacted by the proposed leasing; 

(4) periodic consultation with State and local governments, 
oil and gas lessees and permittees, and representatives of other 
individuals or organizations engaged in activity in or on the 
outer Continental Shelf, including those involved in fish and 
shellfish recovery, and recreational activities; and 

(5) consideration of the coastal zone management program 
being developed or administered by an affected coastal State 
pursuant to section 305 or section 306 of the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1454, 1455). 

Such procedures shall be applicable to any significant revision or 
reapproval of the leasing program. 

ø(g)¿ (i) The Secretary may obtain from public sources, or pur-
chase from private sources, any survey, data, report, or other infor-
mation (including interpretations of such data, survey, report, or 
other information) which may be necessary to assist him in pre-
paring any environmental impact statement and in making other 
evaluations required by this Act. Data of a classified nature pro-
vided to the Secretary under the provisions of this subsection shall 
remain confidential for such period of time as agreed to by the 
head of the department or agency from whom the information is re-
quested. The Secretary shall maintain the confidentiality of all 
privileged or proprietary data or information for such period of 
time as is provided for in this Act, established by regulation, or 
agreed to by the parties. 

ø(h)¿ (j) The heads of all Federal departments and agencies shall 
provide the Secretary with any nonprivileged or nonproprietary in-
formation he requests to assist him in preparing the leasing pro-
gram and may provide the Secretary with any privileged or propri-
etary information he requests to assist him in preparing the leas-
ing program. Privileged or proprietary information provided to the 
Secretary under the provisions of this subsection shall remain con-
fidential for such period of time as agreed to by the head of the de-
partment or agency from whom the information is requested. In ad-
dition, the Secretary shall utilize the existing capabilities and re-
sources of such Federal departments and agencies by appropriate 
agreement. 

ø(i)¿ (k) APPLICATION.—This section shall not apply 
to the scheduling of any lease sale in an area of the 
outer Continental Shelf that is adjacent to the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, 
the United States Virgin Islands, or the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

* * * * * * * 

MINERAL LEASING ACT 

* * * * * * * 
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SEC. 17. (a) All lands subject to disposition under this Act which 
are known or believed to contain oil or gas deposits may be leased 
by the Secretary. 

(b)(1)(A) All lands to be leased which are not subject to leasing 
under paragraph (2) shall be leased as provided in this paragraph 
to the highest responsible qualified bidder by competitive bidding 
under general regulations in units of not more than 2,560 acres, ex-
cept in Alaska, where units shall be not more than 5,760 acres. 
Such units shall be as nearly compact as possible. Lease sales shall 
be conducted by oral bidding, except as provided in subparagraph 
(C). Lease sales shall be held for each State where eligible lands 
are available at least quarterly and more frequently if the Sec-
retary of the Interior determines such sales are necessary. Eligible 
lands comprise all lands subject to leasing under this Act and not 
excluded from leasing by a statutory or regulatory prohibition. 
Available lands are those lands that have been designated as open 
for leasing under a land use plan developed under section 202 of 
the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 and that 
have been nominated for leasing through the submission of an ex-
pression of interest, are subject to drainage in the absence of leas-
ing, or are otherwise designated as available pursuant to regula-
tions adopted by the Secretary. A lease shall be conditioned upon 
the payment of a royalty at a rate of not less than 162⁄3 percent 
in amount or value of the production removed or sold from the 
lease or, in the case of a lease issued during the 10-year period be-
ginning on the date of enactment of the Act titled ‘‘An Act to pro-
vide for reconciliation pursuant to title II of S. Con. Res. 14’’, 162⁄3 
percent in amount or value of the production removed or sold from 
the lease. The Secretary shall accept the highest bid from a respon-
sible qualified bidder which is equal to or greater than the national 
minimum acceptable bid, without evaluation of the value of the 
lands proposed for lease. Leases shall be issued within 60 days fol-
lowing payment by the successful bidder of the remainder of the 
bonus bid, if any, and the annual rental for the first lease year. All 
bids for less than the national minimum acceptable bid shall be re-
jected. 

(B) The national minimum acceptable bid shall be $10 per acre 
during the 10-year period beginning on the date of enactment of 
the Act titled ‘‘An Act to provide for reconciliation pursuant to title 
II of S. Con. Res. 14’’. Thereafter, the Secretary, subject to para-
graph (2)(B), may establish by regulation a higher national min-
imum acceptable bid for all leases based upon a finding that such 
action is necessary: (i) to enhance financial returns to the United 
States; and (ii) to promote more efficient management of oil and 
gas resources on Federal lands. Ninety days before the Secretary 
makes any change in the national minimum acceptable bid, the 
Secretary shall notify the Committee on Natural Resources of the 
United States House of Representatives and the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the United States Senate. The pro-
posal or promulgation of any regulation to establish a national 
minimum acceptable bid shall not be considered a major Federal 
action subject to the requirements of section 102(2)(C) of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 

(C) In order to diversify and expand the Nation’s onshore leasing 
program to ensure the best return to the Federal taxpayer, reduce 
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fraud, and secure the leasing process, the Secretary may conduct 
onshore lease sales through Internet-based bidding methods. Each 
individual Internet-based lease sale shall conclude within 7 days. 

(2)(A)(i) If the lands to be leased are within a special tar sand 
area, they shall be leased to the highest responsible qualified bid-
der by competitive bidding under general regulations in units of 
not more than 5,760 acres, which shall be as nearly compact as 
possible, upon the payment by the lessee of such bonus as may be 
accepted by the Secretary. 

(ii) Royalty shall be 162⁄3 percent in amount of value of produc-
tion removed or sold from the lease subject to section 17(k)(1)(c). 

(iii) The Secretary may lease such additional lands in special tar 
sand areas as may be required in support of any operations nec-
essary for the recovery of tar sands. 

(iv) No lease issued under this paragraph shall be included 
in any chargeability limitation associated with oil and gas 
leases. 

(B) For any area that contains any combination of tar sand and 
oil or gas (or both), the Secretary may issue under this Act, sepa-
rately— 

(i) a lease for exploration for and extraction of tar sand; and 
(ii) a lease for exploration for and development of oil and gas. 

(C) A lease issued for tar sand shall be issued using the same 
bidding process, annual rental, and posting period as a lease issued 
for oil and gas, except that the minimum acceptable bid required 
for a lease issued for tar sand shall be $10 per acre. 

(D) The Secretary may waive, suspend, or alter any requirement 
under section 26 that a permittee under a permit authorizing 
prospecting for tar sand must exercise due diligence, to promote 
any resource covered by a combined hydrocarbon lease. 

(c) ADDITIONAL ROUNDS OF COMPETITIVE BIDDING.—Land made 
available for leasing under subsection (b)(1) for which no bid is ac-
cepted or received, or the land for which a lease terminates, ex-
pires, is cancelled, or is relinquished, may be made available by the 
Secretary of the Interior for a new round of competitive bidding 
under that subsection. 

(d) All leases issued under this section, as amended by the Fed-
eral Onshore Oil and Gas Leasing Reform Act of 1987, shall be con-
ditioned upon payment by the lessee of a rental of not less than 
$3 per acre per year during the 2-year period beginning on the date 
the lease begins for new leases, and after the end of that 2-year 
period, $5 per acre per year for the following 6-year period, and not 
less than $15 per acre per year thereafter, or, in the case of a lease 
issued during the 10-year period beginning on the date of enact-
ment of the Act titled ‘‘An Act to provide for reconciliation pursu-
ant to title II of S. Con. Res. 14’’, $3 per acre per year during the 
2-year period beginning on the date the lease begins, and after the 
end of that 2-year period, $5 per acre per year for the following 6- 
year period, and $15 per acre per year thereafter. A minimum roy-
alty in lieu of rental of not less than the rental which otherwise 
would be required for that lease year shall be payable at the expi-
ration of each lease year beginning on or after a discovery of oil or 
gas in paying quantities on the lands leased. 

(e) TERM OF LEASE.— 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:54 Jul 25, 2023 Jkt 052959 PO 00000 Frm 00138 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6601 E:\HR\OC\HR155.XXX HR155dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

P
O

R
T



139 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any lease issued under this section, includ-
ing a lease for tar sand areas, shall be for a primary term of 
10 years. 

(2) CONTINUATION OF LEASE.—A lease described in para-
graph (1) shall continue after the primary term of the lease for 
any period during which oil or gas is produced in paying quan-
tities. 

(3) ADDITIONAL EXTENSIONS.—Any lease issued under this 
section for land on which, or for which under an approved co-
operative or unit plan of development or operation, actual drill-
ing operations were commenced and diligently prosecuted prior 
to the end of the primary term of the lease shall be extended 
for 2 years and for any period thereafter during which oil or 
gas is produced in paying quantities. 

(f) At least 45 days before offering lands for lease under this sec-
tion, and at least 30 days before approving applications for permits 
to drill under the provisions of a lease or substantially modifying 
the terms of any lease issued under this section, the Secretary 
shall provide notice of the proposed action. Such notice shall be 
posted in the appropriate local office of the leasing and land man-
agement agencies. Such notice shall include the terms or modified 
lease terms and maps or a narrative description of the affected 
lands. Where the inclusion of maps in such notice is not prac-
ticable, maps of the affected lands shall be made available to the 
public for review. Such maps shall show the location of all tracts 
to be leased, and of all leases already issued in the general area. 
The requirements of this subsection are in addition to any public 
notice required by other law. 

(g) The Secretary of the Interior, or for National Forest lands, 
the Secretary of Agriculture, shall regulate all surface-disturbing 
activities conducted pursuant to any lease issued under this Act, 
and shall determine reclamation and other actions as required in 
the interest of conservation of surface resources. No permit to drill 
on an oil and gas lease issued under this Act may be granted with-
out the analysis and approval by the Secretary concerned of a plan 
of operations covering proposed surface-disturbing activities within 
the lease area. The Secretary concerned shall, by rule or regula-
tion, establish such standards as may be necessary to ensure that 
an adequate bond, surety, or other financial arrangement will be 
established prior to the commencement of surface-disturbing activi-
ties on any lease, to ensure the complete and timely reclamation 
of the lease tract, and the restoration of any lands or surface 
waters adversely affected by lease operations after the abandon-
ment or cessation of oil and gas operations on the lease. The Sec-
retary shall not issue a lease or leases or approve the assignment 
of any lease or leases under the terms of this section to any person, 
association, corporation, or any subsidiary, affiliate, or person con-
trolled by or under common control with such person, association, 
or corporation, during any period in which, as determined by the 
Secretary of the Interior or Secretary of Agriculture, such entity 
has failed or refused to comply in any material respect with the 
reclamation requirements and other standards established under 
this section for any prior lease to which such requirements and 
standards applied. Prior to making such determination with re-
spect to any such entity the concerned Secretary shall provide such 
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entity with adequate notification and an opportunity to comply 
with such reclamation requirements and other standards and shall 
consider whether any administrative or judicial appeal is pending. 
Once the entity has complied with the reclamation requirement or 
other standard concerned an oil or gas lease may be issued to such 
entity under this Act. 

(h) The Secretary of the Interior may not issue any lease on Na-
tional Forest System Lands reserved from the public domain over 
the objection of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(i) No lease issued under this section which is subject to termi-
nation because of cessation of production shall be terminated for 
this cause so long as reworking or drilling operations which were 
commenced on the land prior to or within sixty days after cessation 
of production are conducted thereon with reasonable diligence, or 
so long as oil or gas is produced in paying quantities as a result 
of such operations. No lease issued under this section shall expire 
because operations or production is suspended under any order, or 
with the consent, of the Secretary. No lease issued under this sec-
tion covering lands on which there is a well capable of producing 
oil or gas in paying quantities shall expire because the lessee fails 
to produce the same unless the lessee is allowed a reasonable time, 
which shall be not less than sixty days after notice by registered 
or certified mail, within which to place such well in producing sta-
tus or unless, after such status is established, production is discon-
tinued on the leased premises without permission granted by the 
Secretary under the provisions of this Act. 

(j) Whenever it appears to the Secretary that lands owned by the 
United States are being drained of oil or gas by wells drilled on ad-
jacent lands, he may negotiate agreements whereby the United 
States, or the United States and its lessees, shall be compensated 
for such drainage. Such agreements shall be made with the consent 
of the lessees, if any, affected thereby. If such agreement is entered 
into, the primary term of any lease for which compensatory royalty 
is being paid, or any extension of such primary term, shall be ex-
tended for the period during which such compensatory royalty is 
paid and for a period of one year from discontinuance of such pay-
ment and so long thereafter as oil or gas is produced in paying 
quantities. 

(k) If, during the primary term or any extended term of any lease 
issued under this section, a verified statement is filed by any min-
ing claimant pursuant to subsection (c) of section 7 of the Multiple 
Mineral Development Act of August 13, 1954 (68 Stat. 708), as 
amended (30 U.S.C. 527), whether such filing occur prior to enact-
ment of the Mineral Leasing Act Revision of 1960 or thereafter, as-
serting the existence of a conflicting unpatented mining claim or 
claims upon which diligent work is being prosecuted as to any 
lands covered by the lease, the running of time under such lease 
shall be suspended as to the lands involved from the first day of 
the month following the filing of such verified statement until a 
final decision is rendered in the matter. 

(l) The Secretary of the Interior shall, upon timely application 
therefor, issue a new lease in exchange for any lease issued for a 
term of twenty years, or any renewal thereof, or any lease issued 
prior to August 8, 1946, in exchange for a twenty-year lease, such 
new lease to be for a primary term of five years and so long there-
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after as oil or gas is produced in paying quantities and at a royalty 
rate of not less than 162⁄3 percent in amount of value of the produc-
tion removed or sold from such leases, except that the royalty rate 
shall be 162⁄3 percent in amount or value of the production removed 
or sold from said leases as to (1) such leases, or such parts of the 
lands subject thereto and the deposits underlying the same, as are 
not believed to be within the productive limits of any producing oil 
or gas deposit, as such productive limits are found by the Secretary 
to have existed on August 8, 1946; and (2) any production on a 
lease from an oil or gas deposit which was discovered after May 27, 
1941, by a well or wells drilled within the boundaries of the lease, 
and which is determined by the Secretary to be a new deposit; and 
(3) any production on or allocated to a lease pursuant to an ap-
proved cooperative or unit plan of development or operation from 
an oil or gas deposit which was discovered after May 27, 1941, on 
land committed to such plan, and which is determined by the Sec-
retary to be a new deposit, where such lease, or a lease for which 
it is exchanged, was included in such plan at the time of discovery 
or was included in a duly executed and filed application for the ap-
proval of such plan at the time of discovery. 

(m) For the purpose of more properly conserving the natural re-
sources of any oil or gas pool, field, or like area, or any part thereof 
(whether or not any part of said oil or gas pool, field, or like area, 
is then subject to any cooperative or unit plan of development or 
operation), lessees thereof and their representatives may unite 
with each other, or jointly or separately with others, in collective 
adopting and operating under a cooperative or unit plan of develop-
ment or operation of such pool, field, or like area, or any part 
thereof, whenever determined and certified by the Secretary of the 
Interior to be necessary or advisable in the public interest. The 
Secretary is thereunto authorized, in his discretion, with the con-
sent of the holders of leases involved, to establish, alter, change, or 
revoke drilling, producing, rental, minimum royalty, and royalty re-
quirements of such leases and to make such regulations with ref-
erence to such leases, with like consent on the part of the lessees, 
in connection with the institution and operation of any such cooper-
ative or unit plan as he may deem necessary or proper to secure 
the proper protection of the public interest. The Secretary may pro-
vide that oil and gas leases hereafter issued under this Act shall 
contain a provision requiring the lessee to operate under such a 
reasonable cooperative or unit plan, and he may prescribe such a 
plan under which such lessee shall operate, which shall adequately 
protect the rights of all parties in interest, including the United 
States. 

Any plan authorized by the preceding paragraph which includes 
lands owned by the United States may, in the discretion of the Sec-
retary, contain a provision whereby authority is vested in the Sec-
retary of the Interior, or any such person, committee, or State or 
Federal officer or agency as may be designated in the plan, to alter 
or modify from time to time the rate of prospecting and develop-
ment and the quantity and rate of production under such plan. All 
leases operated under any such plan approved or prescribed by the 
Secretary shall be excepted in determining holdings or control 
under the provisions of any section of this Act. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:54 Jul 25, 2023 Jkt 052959 PO 00000 Frm 00141 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6601 E:\HR\OC\HR155.XXX HR155dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

P
O

R
T



142 

When separate tracts cannot be independently developed and op-
erated in conformity with an established well-spacing or develop-
ment program, any lease, or a portion thereof, may be pooled with 
other lands, whether or not owned by the United States, under a 
communitization or drilling agreement providing for an apportion-
ment of production or royalties among the separate tracts of land 
comprising the drilling or spacing unit when determined by the 
Secretary of the Interior to be in the public interest, and operations 
or production pursuant to such an agreement shall be deemed to 
be operations or production as to each such lease committed there-
to. 

Any lease issued for a term of twenty years, or any renewal 
thereof, or any portion of such lease that has become the subject 
of a cooperative or unit plan of development or operation of a pool, 
field, or like area, which plan has the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior, shall continue in force until the termination of such 
plan. Any other lease issued under any section of this Act which 
has heretofore or may hereafter be committed to any such plan 
that contains a general provision for allocation of oil or gas shall 
continue in force and effect as to the land committed so long as the 
lease remains subject to the plan: Provided, That production is had 
in paying quantities under the plan prior to the expiration date of 
the term of such lease. Any lease heretofore or hereafter committed 
to any such plan embracing lands that are in part within and in 
part outside of the area covered by any such plan shall be seg-
regated into separate leases as to the lands committed and the 
lands not committed as of the effective date of unitization: Pro-
vided, however, That any such lease as to the nonunitized portion 
shall continue in force and effect for the term thereof but for not 
less than two years from the date of such segregation and so long 
thereafter as oil or gas is produced in paying quantities. The min-
imum royalty or discovery rental under any lease that has become 
subject to any cooperative or unit plan of development or operation, 
or other plan that contains a general provision for allocation of oil 
or gas, shall be payable only with respect to the lands subject to 
such lease to which oil or gas shall be allocated under such plan. 
Any lease which shall be eliminated from any such approved or 
prescribed plan, or from any communitization or drilling agreement 
authorized by this section, and any lease which shall be in effect 
at the termination of any such approved or prescribed plan, or at 
the termination of any such communitization or drilling agreement, 
unless relinquished, shall continue in effect for the original term 
thereof, but for not less than two years, and so long thereafter as 
oil or gas is produced in paying quantities. 

The Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized, on such condi-
tions as he may prescribe, to approve operating, drilling, or devel-
opment contracts made by one or more lessees of oil or gas leases, 
with one or more persons, associations, or corporations whenever, 
in his discretion, the conservation of natural products or the public 
convenience or necessity may require it or the interests of the 
United States may be best subserved thereby. All leases operated 
under such approved operating, drilling, or development contracts, 
and interests thereunder, shall be excepted in determining holdings 
or control under the provisions of this Act. 
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The Secretary of the Interior, to avoid waste or to promote con-
servation of natural resources, may authorize the subsurface stor-
age of oil or gas, whether or not produced from federally owned 
lands, in lands leased or subject to lease under this Act. Such au-
thorization may provide for the payment of a storage fee or rental 
on such stored oil or gas or, in lieu of such fee or rental, for a roy-
alty other than that prescribed in the lease when such stored oil 
or gas is produced in conjunction with oil or gas not previously pro-
duced. Any lease on which storage is so authorized shall be ex-
tended at least for the period of storage and so long thereafter as 
oil or gas not previously produced is produced in paying quantities. 

(n)(1)(A) The owner of (1) an oil and gas lease issued prior to the 
date of enactment of the Combined Hydrocarbon Leasing Act of 
1981 or (2) a valid claim to any hydrocarbon resources leasable 
under this section based on a mineral location made prior to Janu-
ary 21, 1926, and located within a special tar sand area shall be 
entitled to convert such lease or claim to a combined hydrocarbon 
lease for a primary term of ten years upon the filing of an applica-
tion within two years from the date of enactment of that Act con-
taining an acceptable plan of operations which assures reasonable 
protection of the environment and diligent development of those re-
sources requiring enhanced recovery methods of development or 
mining. For purposes of conversion, no claim shall be deemed in-
valid solely because it was located as a placer location rather than 
a lode location or vice versa, notwithstanding any previous adju-
dication on that issue. 

(B) The Secretary shall issue final regulations to implement this 
section within six months of the effective date of this Act. If any 
oil and gas lease eligible for conversion under this section would 
otherwise expire after the date of this Act and before six months 
following the issuance of implementing regulations, the lessee may 
preserve his conversion right under such lease for a period ending 
six months after the issuance of implementing regulations by filing 
with the Secretary, before the expiration of the lease, a notice of 
intent to file an application for conversion. Upon submission of a 
complete plan of operations in substantial compliance with the reg-
ulations promulgated by the Secretary for the filing of such plans, 
the Secretary shall suspend the running of the term of any oil and 
gas lease proposed for conversion until the plan is finally approved 
or disapproved. The Secretary shall act upon a proposed plan of op-
erations within fifteen months of its submittal. 

(C) When an existing oil and gas lease is converted to a combined 
hydrocarbon lease, the royalty shall be that provided for in the 
original oil and gas lease and for a converted mining claim, 162⁄3 
percent in amount or value of production removed or sold from the 
lease. 

(2) Except as provided in this section, nothing in the Combined 
Hydrocarbon Leasing Act of 1981 shall be construed to diminish or 
increase the rights of any lessee under any oil and gas lease issued 
prior to the enactment of such Act. 

(o) CERTAIN OUTSTANDING OIL AND GAS.—(1) Prior to the com-
mencement of surface-disturbing activities relating to the develop-
ment of oil and gas deposits on lands described under paragraph 
(5), the Secretary of Agriculture shall require, pursuant to regula-
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tions promulgated by the Secretary, that such activities be subject 
to terms and conditions as provided under paragraph (2). 

(2) The terms and conditions referred to in paragraph (1) shall 
require that reasonable advance notice be furnished to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture at least 60 days prior to the commencement 
of surface disturbing activities. 

(3) Advance notice under paragraph (2) shall include each of the 
following items of information: 

(A) A designated field representative. 
(B) A map showing the location and dimensions of all im-

provements, including but not limited to, well sites and road 
and pipeline accesses. 

(C) A plan of operations, of an interim character if necessary, 
setting forth a schedule for construction and drilling. 

(D) A plan of erosion and sedimentation control. 
(E) Proof of ownership of mineral title. 

Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to affect any author-
ity of the State in which the lands concerned are located to impose 
any requirements with respect to such oil and gas operations. 

(4) The person proposing to develop oil and gas deposits on lands 
described under paragraph (5) shall either— 

(A) permit the Secretary to market merchantable timber 
owned by the United States on lands subject to such activities; 
or 

(B) arrange to purchase merchantable timber on lands sub-
ject to such surface disturbing activities from the Secretary of 
Agriculture, or otherwise arrange for the disposition of such 
merchantable timber, upon such terms and upon such advance 
notice of the items referred to in subparagraphs (A) through 
(E) of paragraph (3) as the Secretary may accept. 

(5)(A) The lands referred to in this subsection are those lands 
referenced in subparagraph (B) which are under the administration 
of the Secretary of Agriculture where the United States acquired 
an interest in such lands pursuant to the Act of March 1, 1911 (36 
Stat. 961 and following), but does not have an interest in oil and 
gas deposits that may be present under such lands. This subsection 
does not apply to any such lands where, under the provisions of its 
acquisition of an interest in the lands, the United States is to ac-
quire any oil and gas deposits that may be present under such 
lands in the future but such interest has not yet vested with the 
United States. 

(B) This subsection shall only apply in the Allegheny National 
Forest. 

(p) DEADLINES FOR CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS FOR PER-
MITS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 10 days after the date on 
which the Secretary receives an application for any permit to 
drill, the Secretary shall— 

(A) notify the applicant that the application is complete; 
or 

(B) notify the applicant that information is missing and 
specify any information that is required to be submitted 
for the application to be complete. 
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(2) ISSUANCE OR DEFERRAL.—Not later than 30 days after the 
applicant for a permit has submitted a complete application, 
the Secretary shall— 

(A) issue the permit, if the requirements under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and other applica-
ble law have been completed within such timeframe; or 

(B) defer the decision on the permit and provide to the 
applicant a notice— 

(i) that specifies any steps that the applicant could 
take for the permit to be issued; and 

(ii) a list of actions that need to be taken by the 
agency to complete compliance with applicable law to-
gether with timelines and deadlines for completing 
such actions. 

(3) REQUIREMENTS FOR DEFERRED APPLICATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary provides notice under 

paragraph (2)(B), the applicant shall have a period of 2 
years from the date of receipt of the notice in which to 
complete all requirements specified by the Secretary, in-
cluding providing information needed for compliance with 
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 

(B) ISSUANCE OF DECISION ON PERMIT.—If the applicant 
completes the requirements within the period specified in 
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall issue a decision on 
the permit not later than 10 days after the date of comple-
tion of the requirements described in subparagraph (A), 
unless compliance with the National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 and other applicable law has not been com-
pleted within such timeframe. 

(C) DENIAL OF PERMIT.—If the applicant does not com-
plete the requirements within the period specified in sub-
paragraph (A) or if the applicant does not comply with ap-
plicable law, the Secretary shall deny the permit. 

(q) FEE FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall assess a nonrefundable 

fee against any person that, in accordance with procedures es-
tablished by the Secretary to carry out this subsection, submits 
an expression of interest in leasing land available for disposi-
tion under this section for exploration for, and development of, 
oil or gas. 

(2) AMOUNT OF FEE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph (B), the fee 

assessed under paragraph (1) shall be $5 per acre of the 
area covered by the applicable expression of interest. 

(B) ADJUSTMENT OF FEE.—The Secretary shall, by regu-
lation, not less frequently than every 4 years, adjust the 
amount of the fee under subparagraph (A) to reflect the 
change in inflation. 

* * * * * * * 

CHANGES IN APPLICATION OF EXISTING LAW 

Pursuant to clause 3(f)(1)(A) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the following statements are submitted 
describing the effect of provisions in the accompanying bill, which 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:54 Jul 25, 2023 Jkt 052959 PO 00000 Frm 00145 Fmt 6659 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\HR155.XXX HR155dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

P
O

R
T



146 

directly or indirectly change the application of existing law. In most 
instances these provisions have been included in prior appropria-
tions Acts. 

The bill includes the following changes in application of existing 
law: 

OVERALL BILL 

Providing that certain appropriations remain available until ex-
pended, or extending the availability of funds beyond the fiscal 
year where programs or projects are continuing but for which legis-
lation does not specifically authorize such extended availability. 

Limiting, in certain instances, the obligation of funds for par-
ticular functions or programs. These limitations include restrictions 
on the obligation of funds for administrative expenses, travel ex-
penses, the use of consultants, and programmatic areas within the 
overall jurisdiction of a particular agency. 

Limiting official entertainment or reception and representation 
expenses for selected agencies in the bill. 

Continuing ongoing activities of certain critical Federal agencies 
or programs, which require re-authorization or other legislation 
which has not been enacted. 

TITLE I—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

MANAGEMENT OF LANDS AND RESOURCES 

Providing funds to the Bureau for the management of lands and 
resources. 

Permitting the use of fees for processing applications for permit 
to drill. 

Permitting the use of mining fee collections for program oper-
ations. 

Permitting the use of fees from communication site rentals. 

OREGON AND CALIFORNIA GRANT LANDS 

Providing funds for the Oregon and California Grant Lands. 
Authorizing the transfer of certain collections from the Oregon 

and California Land Grants Fund to the Treasury. 

RANGE IMPROVEMENTS 

Allowing certain funds to be used for range improvements. 

SERVICE CHARGES, DEPOSITS, AND FORFEITURES 

Allowing the use of certain collected funds for certain administra-
tive costs and operation of termination of certain facilities. 

Allowing the use of funds on any damaged public lands. 
Authorizing the Secretary to use monies from forfeitures, com-

promises or settlements for improvement, protection, and rehabili-
tation of public lands under certain conditions. 

MISCELLANEOUS TRUST FUNDS 

Allowing certain contributed funds to be advanced for adminis-
trative costs and other activities of the Bureau. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

Permitting the Bureau to enter into agreements with public and 
private entities, including States. 

Permitting the Bureau to manage improvements to which the 
United States has title. 

Permitting the payment of rewards for information on violations 
of law on Bureau lands. 

Providing for cost-sharing arrangements for printing services. 
Permitting the Bureau to conduct certain projects for State gov-

ernments on a reimbursable basis. 

UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

Limits funding for Endangered Species Act programs. 

STATE AND TRIBAL WILDLIFE GRANTS 

Designating funding for grant programs. 
Apportioning funding to States and territories. 
Establishing cost shares. 
Reapportioning unobligated balances. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

Providing that programs may be carried out by direct expendi-
ture, contracts, grants, cooperative agreements, and reimbursable 
agreements with public and private entities. 

Providing for repair of damage to public roads. 
Providing options for the purchase of land not to exceed $1. 
Permitting cost-shared arrangements for printing services. 
Permitting the acceptance of donated aircraft. 
Providing that fees collected for non-toxic shot review and ap-

proval shall be available without further appropriation for the ex-
penses of non-toxic shot review related expenses. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Designating funds for various programs. 
Providing for National Park Medical Service Fund. 

NATIONAL RECREATION AND PRESERVATION 

Providing for expenses not otherwise provided for. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

Providing funding by program. 
Requiring a match in the Save America’s Treasures program. 
Provides that individual projects are only available for one grant. 
Provides for approval of projects. 
Providing for expenses derived from the Historic Preservation 

Fund. 
Provides for semiquincentennial anniversary competitive grants. 
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CONSTRUCTION 

Providing that a single procurement may be issued for any 
project funded in fiscal year 2024 with a future phase indicated in 
the National Park Service 5-year Line Item Construction Plan. 

Providing that the solicitation and contract shall contain the 
availability of funds clause. 

Providing that fees may be made available for the cost of adjust-
ments and changes within the original scope of effort for projects 
funded by the Construction appropriation. 

Providing that the Secretary of the Interior shall consult with 
the Committees on Appropriations in accordance with reprogram-
ming thresholds prior to making any changes authorized by this 
section. 

CENTENNIAL CHALLENGE 

Providing funds for Centennial Challenge projects with no less 
than 50 percent of the cost of each project derived from non-Fed-
eral sources. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

Allowing certain franchise fees to be available for expenditure 
without further appropriation to extinguish or reduce liability for 
certain possessory interests. 

Providing for the retention of administrative costs under certain 
Land and Water Conservation Fund programs. 

Allowing National Park Service funds to be transferred to the 
Federal Highway Administration for purposes authorized under 23 
U.S.C. 204 for reasonable administrative support costs. 

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH 

Providing funds to classify lands as to their mineral and water 
resources. 

Providing funds to give engineering supervision to power permit-
tees and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission licensees. 

Providing funds to administer the minerals exploration program, 
conduct inquiries into economic conditions affecting mining and 
materials processing industries and related activities. 

Providing funds to publish and disseminate data relative to the 
foregoing activities. 

Limiting funds for the conduct of new surveys on private prop-
erty without permission. 

Limiting funds for cooperative topographic mapping or water re-
source data collection and investigations. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

Providing funds for contracting for topographic maps and sur-
veys. 

Allowing funds to be used for certain contracting, construction, 
maintenance, acquisition, and representation expenses. 

Providing for payment of compensation and expenses of persons 
employed by the Survey in the negotiation and administration of 
interstate compacts. 
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Permitting the use of certain contracts, grants, and cooperative 
agreements, including agreements with Tribes. 

Recognizing students and recent graduates as Federal employees 
for the purposes of travel and work injury compensation. 

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

Providing that certain fees offset appropriations. 
Limiting funding for reasonable expenses related to volunteer 

beach and marine cleanup activities. 

BUREAU OF SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT 

Providing that certain fees offset appropriations. 
Requiring that not less than 50 percent of inspection fees ex-

pended be used on personnel, expanding capacity and reviewing ap-
plications for permit to drill. 

OIL SPILL RESEARCH 

Providing that funds shall be derived from the Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund. 

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

REGULATION AND TECHNOLOGY 

Permitting payment to State and Tribal personnel for travel and 
per diem expenses for training. 

Permitting the use of certain offsetting collections from permit 
fees. 

ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND 

Allowing the use of debt recovery to pay for debt collection. 
Allowing that certain funds made available under title IV of Pub-

lic Law 95–987 may be used for any required non-Federal share of 
the cost of certain projects. 

Allowing funds to be used for travel expenses of State and Tribal 
personnel while attending certain OSM training. 

Providing that funds shall be paid to certain qualifying entities 
for economic and community development in conjunction with rec-
lamation priorities. 

Requiring payments within 90 days of enactment. 
Reduced salaries and expenses funding if payments are not 

made. 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

OPERATION OF INDIAN PROGRAMS 

Limiting funds for official reception and representation expenses. 
Limiting funds for welfare assistance payments, except for dis-

aster relief. 
Allowing Tribal priority allocation funds to be used for unmet 

welfare assistance costs. 
Limiting funds for housing improvement, land acquisition, road 

maintenance, attorney fees, litigation support, land records im-
provement, hearings and appeals, and the Navajo-Hopi Settlement 
Program. 
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Allowing the transfer of certain forestry funds. 
Allowing the use of funds to purchase uniforms or other identi-

fying articles of clothing for personnel. 
Allowing the transfer of funds to the Office of the Secretary for 

trust, probate, and administrative functions. 
Allowing BIA to accept transfers from U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection for reconstruction or repair of roads. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 

Prohibiting the transfer of funds to any other account. 

PAYMENT FOR TRIBAL LEASES 

Prohibiting the transfer of funds to any other account. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Providing for the transfer of Navajo irrigation project funds to 
the Bureau of Reclamation. 

Providing Safety of Dams funds on a non-reimbursable basis. 
Allowing reimbursement of construction costs from the Bureau of 

Trust Funds Administration. 
Providing that funds are available for Federal field communica-

tion capabilities. 

INDIAN GUARANTEED LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

Limiting funds for administrative expenses and for subsidizing 
total loan principal. 

BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION 

OPERATION OF INDIAN EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

Allowing Tribal Priority Allocation funds to be used for unmet 
welfare assistance costs. 

Providing forward-funding for school operations of Bureau-fund-
ed schools and other education programs. 

Limiting funds for education-related administrative cost grants. 
Allowing the use of funds to purchase uniforms or other identi-

fying articles of clothing for personnel. 

EDUCATION CONSTRUCTION 

Limiting the control of construction projects when certain time-
frames have not been met. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

Allowing the use of funds for direct expenditure, contracts, coop-
erative agreements, compacts, and grants. 

Allowing contracting for the San Carlos Irrigation Project. 
Limiting the use of funds for certain contracts, grants, and coop-

erative agreements. 
Providing that there is no impact on the trust responsibility for 

Tribes that return appropriations. 
Prohibiting funding of Alaska schools. 
Limiting the number of schools and the expansion of grade levels 

in individual schools. 
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Specifying distribution of indirect and administrative costs for 
certain Tribes. 

Limiting the expansion of satellite school locations. 
Allowing Tribal Priority Allocation funds to be used to execute 

adjustments requested by Indian Tribes. 

BUREAU OF TRUST FUND ADMINISTRATION 

FEDERAL TRUST PROGRAMS 

Limiting the amount of funding available for the settlement sup-
port. 

Allowing transfers to other Department of the Interior accounts. 
Providing no-year funding for certain Indian Self-Determination 

Act grants. 
Exempting quarterly statements for Indian trust accounts $15 or 

less. 
Requiring annual statements and records maintenance for Indian 

trust accounts. 
Limiting use of funds to correct administrative errors in Indian 

trust accounts. 
Permitting the use of recoveries from erroneous payments pursu-

ant to Indian trust accounts. 
Exempting reconciliation of Special Deposit Accounts with low 

balances in certain circumstances. 
Allowing for limited aggregation of trust accounts of individuals 

whose whereabouts are unknown. 

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Allowing the use of certain funds for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses. 

Permitting payments to former Bureau of Mines workers. 
Designating funds for Indian land, mineral, and resource valu-

ation activities. 
Permitting funds for Indian land, mineral, and resource valu-

ation activities to be transferred to and merged with the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs ‘‘Operation of Indian Programs’’ and Bureau of In-
dian Education ‘‘Operation of Indian Education Programs’’ account 
and the Bureau of Trust Funds Administration, ‘‘Federal Trust 
Programs’’ account. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

Allowing certain payments authorized for the Payments in Lieu 
of Taxes Program to be retained for administrative expenses. 

Providing that the amounts provided are the only amounts avail-
able for payments authorized under chapter 69 of title 31, United 
States Code. 

Providing that in the event sums appropriated are insufficient to 
make the full payments then the payment to each local government 
shall be made proportionally. 

Providing that the Secretary may make adjustments to payment 
to individual units of local government to correct for prior overpay-
ments or underpayments. 
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Providing that no Payments in Lieu of Taxes Program payment 
be made to otherwise eligible units of local government if the com-
puted amount of the payment is less than $100. 

INSULAR AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANCE TO TERRITORIES 

Designating funds for various programs and for salaries and ex-
penses of the Office of Insular Affairs. 

Allowing audits of the financial transactions of the Territorial 
and Insular governments by the GAO. 

Providing grant funding under certain terms of the Agreement of 
the Special Representatives on Future United States Financial As-
sistance for the Northern Mariana Islands. 

Providing for capital infrastructure in various Territories. 
Allowing appropriations for disaster assistance to be used as non- 

Federal matching funds for hazard mitigation grants. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS, INSULAR AFFAIRS 

Allowing, at the request of the Governor of Guam, for certain dis-
cretionary or mandatory funds to be used to assist securing certain 
rural electrification loans through the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. 

DEPARTMENT-WIDE PROGRAMS 

WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 

Permitting the repayments of funds transferred from other ac-
counts for firefighting. 

Designating funds for hazardous fuels and burned area rehabili-
tation. 

Permitting the use of funds for lodging and subsistence of fire-
fighters. 

Permitting the use of grants, contracts, and cooperative agree-
ments for hazardous fuels reduction, including cost-sharing and 
local assistance. 

Permitting cost-sharing of cooperative agreements with non-Fed-
eral entities under certain circumstances. 

Providing for local competition for hazardous fuels reduction ac-
tivities. 

Permitting reimbursement to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the National Marine Fisheries Service for consultation activi-
ties under the Endangered Species Act. 

Providing certain terms for leases of real property with local gov-
ernments. 

Providing for the transfer of funds between the Department of 
the Interior and the Department of Agriculture for wildland fire 
management. 

Providing funds for support of Federal emergency response ac-
tions. 

Allowing for international forestry assistance to or through the 
Department of State. 
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WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS RESERVE FUND 

Providing for the transfer of funds for wildfire suppression oper-
ations. 

ENERGY COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM 

Providing that funds are available for program management and 
oversight. 

Providing that funds may be expended for directly or through 
grants. 

Providing that funds are not available for CERCLA obligations. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 

Prohibiting use of funds to establish reserves in the working cap-
ital fund except for limited exceptions. 

Allowing assessments for reasonable charges for training services 
at the National Indian Program Center and use of these funds 
under certain conditions. 

Providing space and related facilities or the lease of related facili-
ties, equipment or professional services of the National Indian Pro-
gram Training Center to State, local and Tribal employees or other 
persons for cultural, educational or recreational activities. 

Providing that the Secretary may enter into grants and coopera-
tive agreements to support the Office of Natural Resource Reve-
nue’s collection and disbursement of royalties, fees, and other min-
eral revenue proceeds, as authorized by law. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 

Allowing acquisition and sale of certain aircraft. 

OFFICE OF NATURAL RESOURCES REVENUE 

Designating funds for mineral revenue management activities. 
Allowing certain refunds of overpayments in connection with cer-

tain Indian leases. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Section 101 continues a provision providing for emergency trans-
fer authority (intra-bureau) with the approval of the Secretary 
when all other emergency funds have been exhausted. 

Section 102 continues a provision providing for emergency trans-
fer authority (department-wide) with the approval of the Secretary. 

Section 103 continues a provision providing for the use of appro-
priations for certain services with the approval of the Secretary. 

Section 104 continues a provision permitting the transfer of 
funds between the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Bureau of Indian 
Education, and the Bureau of Trust Funds Administration and in-
cludes a notification requirement. 

Section 105 continues a provision permitting the redistribution of 
Tribal priority allocation and Tribal base funds to address identi-
fied, unmet needs, dual enrollment, overlapping services or inac-
curate distribution methodologies. 

Section 106 continues a provision allowing Outer Continental 
Shelf inspection fees to be collected by the Secretary of the Interior. 
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Section 107 continues a provision allowing the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) to enter into long-term cooperative agreements 
for long-term care and maintenance of excess wild horses and bur-
ros on private land. 

Section 108 continues a provision dealing with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s responsibilities for mass marking of salmonid 
stocks. 

Section 109 continues a provision allowing the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and Bureau of Indian Education to perform reimbursable 
work more efficiently and effectively. 

Section 110 continues bill language establishing a Department of 
the Interior Experienced Services Program. 

Section 111 continues a provision requiring funds to be available 
for obligation and expenditure not later than 60 days after the date 
of enactment. 

Section 112 continues authorization for the Secretary to transfer 
funds in conformity with the reprogramming requirements between 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bureau of Indian Education 
in order to separate the accounts. 

Section 113 continues a provision providing funding for the Pay-
ments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program. 

Section 114 continues a provision authorizing Tribally controlled 
schools access to interagency motor vehicles in same manner as if 
performing activities under the Indian Self Determination and 
Education Assistance Act. 

Section 115 continues a provision authorizing the Secretary of 
the Interior to establish appraiser rates of pay. 

Section 116 prohibits the Secretary from writing or issuing a pro-
posed rule for greater sage-grouse, the Columbian Basin distinct 
population, and the Bi-State distinct population segment for great-
er sage-grouse. 

Section 117 continues a provision authorizing the National Park 
Service to use up to seven percent of State assistance funds as 
grants to States for indirect costs. 

TITLE II—ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Providing for operating expenses in support of research and de-
velopment. 

Designating funding for National Priorities research as specified 
in the report accompanying this Act. 

Allowing for the operation of aircraft. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS AND MANAGEMENT 

Allowing hire and maintenance of passenger motor vehicles and 
operation of aircraft and purchase of reprints and library member-
ships in societies or associations which issue publications to mem-
bers only or at a price to members lower than to subscribers who 
are not members. 

Limiting amounts for official representation and reception ex-
penses. 

Designating funding for National Priorities as specified in the re-
port accompanying this Act. 
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Designating funding for Geographical programs as specified in 
the report accompanying this Act. 

Allocation of certain appropriated funds for the Chemical Risk 
Review and Reduction program project. 

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SUPERFUND 

Allowing distribution of funds to purchase services from other 
agencies under certain circumstances. 

Allowing for the operation of aircraft. 
Providing for the transfer of funds within certain agency ac-

counts. 

LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK PROGRAM 

Providing for grants to Federally-recognized Indian Tribes. 

INLAND OIL SPILL PROGRAM 

Allowing for the operation of aircraft. 

STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS 

Specifying funding for capitalization grants for the Clean Water 
and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds. 

Specifying funding for Community Project Funding grants. 
Designating funds for specific sections of law. 
Providing waivers for certain uses of Clean Water and Drinking 

Water State Revolving Funds for State administrative costs for 
grants to federally-recognized Indian Tribes and grants to specific 
Territories and Freely Associated States. 

Requiring that 10 percent of Clean Water and 14 percent of 
Drinking Water funds shall be used by States for forgiveness of 
principal or negative interest loans. 

Prohibiting the use of funds for jurisdictions that permit develop-
ment or construction of additional colonia areas. 

Requiring State matching funds for certain grants to Alaska Na-
tive Villages and specifying certain allocation of funds. 

Requiring a portion of grant funding for brownfields grants for 
persistent poverty communities and territories. 

Providing for targeted airshed grants in accordance with report 
accompanying the Act. 

Designating Save Our Seas 2.0 Act funding for administrative 
expenses and providing for certain grants. 

Providing that America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 grants 
may be awarded to Tribes. 

Providing for additional funding for Solid Waste Disposal Act. 

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND INNOVATION PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

Requiring loans and commitments to be in accordance with law 
and regulation. 

Prohibiting the use of funds for loans unless certain certifications 
are made. 

Allowing for the collection, transfer, and obligation of certain 
fees. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

Allowing awards for grants to Federally-recognized Indian 
Tribes. 

Authorizing the collection and obligation of pesticide registration 
service fees. 

Allowing the transfer of funds from the ‘‘Environmental Pro-
grams and Management’’ account to support the Great Lakes Res-
toration Initiative and providing for certain interagency agree-
ments and grants to various entities in support of this effort. 

Providing amounts for construction, alteration, repair, rehabilita-
tion, and renovation of facilities. 

Authorizing the collection and obligation of Electronic Manifest 
fees. 

Authorizing the collection and obligation of TSCA fees. 
Providing for grants to federally recognized Tribes. 
Authorizing grants to implement certain watershed restoration. 
Providing amounts for competitive grants under the National Es-

tuary Program. 
Allowing for the use of aircraft from certain funds. 
Authorizing certain temporary hiring of contractors. 

TITLE III—RELATED AGENCIES 

FOREST SERVICE 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
THE ENVIRONMENT 

Providing funds for one administrative support staff for the of-
fice. 

FOREST SERVICE OPERATIONS 

Providing funds for Forest Service Operations. 

FOREST AND RANGELAND RESEARCH 

Designating funds for the forest inventory and analysis program. 
Providing for the use of funds for Fire Science Research. 

NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM 

Depositing funds for certain purposes. 
Provides for fee grazing credits. 
Provides for certain base salaries and expenses. 

ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR NATIONAL FORESTS SPECIAL ACTS 

Requiring that funding for the program is derived from forest re-
ceipts. 

ACQUISITION OF LANDS TO COMPLETE LAND EXCHANGES 

Requiring that funding for the program is derived from funds de-
posited by State, county, or municipal governments and non-Fed-
eral parties pursuant to Land Sale and Exchange Acts. 
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RANGE BETTERMENT FUND 

Providing that fifty percent of monies received from grazing fees 
shall be used for range improvements and limiting administrative 
expenses to six percent. 

WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 

Permitting the use of funds for emergency rehabilitation and to 
support emergency response and wildfire suppression. 

Allowing the use of wildland fire funds to repay advances from 
other accounts. 

Allowing for the transfer of prior year balances. 
Allowing reimbursement of States for certain wildfire emergency 

activities. 
Allowing funding to support to Federal emergency response. 
Providing for cooperative agreements. 
Designating funds for suppression. 

WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS RESERVE FUND 

Allowing for the transfer of funds. 

COMMUNICATIONS SITE ADMINISTRATION 

Allowing for the deposit and transfer of amounts collected. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

Permitting the purchase of passenger motor vehicles and pro-
ceeds from the sale of aircraft may be used to purchase replace-
ment aircraft. 

Allowing funds for certain employment contracts. 
Allowing funds to be used for purchase and alteration of build-

ings. 
Allowing for acquisition of certain lands and interests. 
Allowing expenses for certain volunteer activities. 
Providing for the cost of uniforms. 
Providing for debt collections on certain contracts. 
Providing for the transfer of funds between accounts affected by 

the Forest Service budget restructure. 
Providing for the transfer of funds to the Wildland Fire Manage-

ment appropriation for forest firefighting, emergency rehabilitation 
and fire preparedness. 

Limiting the transfer of wildland fire management funds be-
tween the Department of the Interior and the Department of Agri-
culture. 

Providing the transfer of funds for hazardous fuels management 
and urgent rehabilitation. 

Allowing funds to be used through the Agency for International 
Development for work in foreign countries and to support other for-
estry activities outside the United States. 

Allowing the Forest Service, acting for the International Pro-
gram, to sign certain funding agreements with foreign governments 
and institutions as well as with certain domestic agencies. 

Authorizing the expenditure or transfer of funds for wild horse 
and burro activities. 

Prohibiting the transfer of funds under the Department of Agri-
culture transfer authority under certain conditions. 
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Limiting the transfer of funds for the Working Capital Fund and 
Department Reimbursable Program (also known as Greenbook 
charges). 

Limiting funds to support the Youth Conservation Corps and 
Public Lands Corps. 

Limiting the use of funds for official reception and representation 
expenses. 

Providing for matching funds for the National Forest Foundation. 
Allows funds to be advanced to the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation. 
Allows for certain cooperative agreements to support the work of 

forest or grassland collaboratives. 
Allowing funds to be used for technical assistance for rural com-

munities. 
Allowing funds for payments to counties in the Columbia River 

Gorge National Scenic Area. 
Allowing funds to be used for the Older Americans Act. 
Prohibiting the assessment of funds for the purpose of per-

forming fire, administrative, and other facilities maintenance and 
decommissioning. 

Limiting funds to reimburse the Office of General Counsel at the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Permitting eligible employees to be considered Federal employ-
ees. 

Requiring regular reporting of unobligated balances. 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES 

Provides advance appropriations for fiscal year 2025. 
Providing that Tribal contract and grant funding is deemed obli-

gated at the time of grant or contract award and remains available 
until expended. 

Designating funding for certain purposes and time periods. 
Allowing funds available for two fiscal years to be used in the 

second year of availability. 
Requiring certain amounts received by Tribes and Tribal organi-

zations to be reported and accounted for. 
Providing for the collection of individually identifiable health in-

formation relating to the Americans with Disabilities Act by the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and Tribes and Tribal organizations. 

Permitting the use of Indian Health Care Improvement Fund re-
sources for facilities improvement and providing no-year funding 
availability. 

Requiring reporting to Congress before funds made available for 
the Electronic Health Record system may be obligated. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 

Prohibiting the transfer of funds to any other account. 
Providing funds obligated but not expended to be used for subse-

quent fiscal year costs. 

PAYMENT FOR TRIBAL LEASES 

Prohibiting the transfer of funds to any other account. 
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INDIAN HEALTH FACILITIES 

Providing advance appropriations for fiscal year 2025. 
Allowing funds to be used for purchase of land. 
Providing for TRANSAM equipment to be purchased from the 

Department of Defense. 
Prohibiting the use of funds for sanitation facilities for new 

homes funded by the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

Providing services at certain rates. 
Allowing payments for telephone service in private residences in 

the field, purchase of motor vehicles, aircraft, and reprints. 
Allowing the purchase and erection of modular buildings. 
Allowing funds to be used for uniforms. 
Allowing funding to be used for attendance at professional meet-

ings. 
Allowing health care to be extended to non-Indians at Indian 

Health Service facilities, subject to charges, and for the expendi-
ture of collected funds. 

Allowing transfers of funds from the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development to the Indian Health Service. 

Prohibiting limitations on certain Federal travel and transpor-
tation expenses. 

Requiring departmental assessments to be identified in annual 
budget justifications. 

Allowing de-obligation and re-obligation of funds applied to self- 
governance funding agreements. 

Prohibiting the expenditure of funds to implement new eligibility 
regulations. 

Permitting certain reimbursements for goods and services pro-
vided to Tribes. 

Providing that reimbursements for training, technical assistance, 
or services include total costs. 

Allowing housing allowances for civilian medical personnel. 
Prohibiting changes in organizational structure without advance 

notification to Congress. 

AGENCY FOR TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND DISEASE REGISTRY 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH 

Providing for the conduct of health studies, testing, and moni-
toring. 

Limiting the number of toxicological profiles. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND OFFICE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Limiting the use of funds for official reception and representation 
expenses. 

Designating the appointment and duties of the chairman. 
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CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD INVESTIGATION BOARD 

Permitting use of funds for hire of passenger vehicles, uniforms, 
or allowances with per diem rate limitations. 

Limiting the number of senior level positions. 
Designating the individual appointed to the position of Inspector 

General of the Environmental Protection Agency as the Inspector 
General of the Board. 

Directing use of personnel and limiting position appointments. 

OFFICE OF NAVAJO AND HOPI INDIAN RELOCATION 

Providing that funds in this and prior appropriations Acts shall 
be used to relocate persons certified as eligible. 

Providing that no person can be evicted unless a replacement 
home is provided. 

Providing that no relocatee is provided with more than one new 
or replacement home. 

Providing that the Office shall relocate any certified eligible 
relocatee. 

INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA NATIVE CULTURE AND 
ARTS DEVELOPMENT 

Providing funds to become available on July 1, 2024. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Limiting certain lease terms. 
Providing for purchase, rental, repair, and cleaning of uniforms. 
Designating funds for certain programs and providing no-year 

funds. 
Providing that funds may be used to support American overseas 

research centers. 
Allowing for advance payments to independent contractors per-

forming research services or participating in official Smithsonian 
presentations. 

Providing for Federal appropriations designated for lease or rent 
payments to be expended as rent payable and deposited into the 
general trust funds for expenses associated with the purchase of a 
portion of a building and not to be construed as Federal debt serv-
ice or an obligation of the Federal Government. 

Providing no appropriated funds may be used to directly service 
debt incurred to finance the cost of acquiring a portion of a build-
ing and specifying notification requirements if the acquisition is 
sold. 

Requiring advance notification of the Appropriations Committees 
prior to building acquisition. 

FACILITIES CAPITAL 

Designating funds for certain services. 
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NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Allowing payment in advance for membership in library, mu-
seum, and art associations or societies. 

Allowing for purchase, repair, and cleaning of uniforms for 
guards and employees and allowances therefor. 

Allowing purchase or rental of devices for protecting buildings 
and contents thereof, and maintenance, alteration, improvement, 
and repair of buildings, approaches, and grounds. 

Providing for restoration and repair of works of art by contract 
under certain circumstances. 

REPAIR, RESTORATION, AND RENOVATION OF BUILDINGS 

Providing lease agreements of no more than 10 years addressing 
space needs created by renovations under the Master Facilities 
Plan. 

Providing funds for the design and construction of a facility in 
partnership with the Smithsonian Institution. 

Permitting the Gallery to perform work by contract under certain 
circumstances. 

WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR SCHOLARS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Allowing for hire of passenger vehicles and services. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES 

GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

Allowing obligation of National Endowment for the Humanities 
current and prior year funds from gifts, bequests, and devises of 
money for which equal amounts have not previously been appro-
priated. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS, NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS 
AND THE HUMANITIES 

Prohibiting the use of funds for grants and contracts which do 
not include the text of 18 U.S.C. 1913. 

Prohibiting the use of appropriated funds and permitting the use 
of non-appropriated funds for reception expenses. 

Allowing the chairperson of the National Endowment for the Arts 
to approve small grants under certain circumstances. 

COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Permitting the charging and use of fees for its publications and 
accepting gifts related to the history of the Nation’s Capital. 

Providing that one-tenth of one percent of funds provided may be 
used for official reception and representation expenses. 

NATIONAL CAPITAL ARTS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

Continuing a provision to adjust eligibility criteria. 
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NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

Providing that one-quarter of one percent may be used for official 
reception and representational expenses. 

UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

Designating funds for certain purposes. 
Extending the availability of appropriations. 

WORLD WAR I CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Providing that the Commission may accept support from any ex-
ecutive branch agency for activities of the Commission. 

TITLE IV—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 401 continues a provision prohibiting activities to pro-
mote public support or opposition to legislative proposals. 

Section 402 continues a provision making funds available only 
for the current fiscal year unless expressly provided otherwise in 
this Act. 

Section 403 continues a provision providing restrictions on de-
partmental assessments unless approved by the Committee on Ap-
propriations. 

Section 404 continues a limitation on accepting and processing 
applications for patents and on the patenting of Federal lands. 

Section 405 continues a provision regarding the payment of con-
tract support costs for prior fiscal years. 

Section 406 continues a provision addressing the payment of con-
tract support costs for fiscal year 2024. 

Section 407 continues a provision providing that the Secretary of 
Agriculture shall not be considered in violation of certain provi-
sions of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning 
Act solely because more than 15 years have passed without revi-
sion of a forest plan, provided that the Secretary is working in good 
faith to complete the plan revision. 

Section 408 continues a provision limiting preleasing, leasing, 
and related activities within the boundaries of National Monu-
ments. 

Section 409 continues a provision which restricts funding for ac-
quisition of lands or interests in lands from being used for declara-
tions of taking or complaints in condemnation. 

Section 410 continues a provision which prohibits no-bid con-
tracts and grants except under certain circumstances. 

Section 411 continues a provision which requires public disclo-
sure of certain reports. 

Section 412 continues a provision which delineates the grant 
guidelines for the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Section 413 continues a provision which delineates the program 
priorities for programs managed by the National Endowment for 
the Arts. 

Section 414 continues a provision requiring the Department of 
the Interior, Environmental Protection Agency, Forest Service, and 
Indian Health Service to provide the Committees on Appropriations 
quarterly reports on the status of balances of appropriations. 
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Section 415 continues a provision extending certain authorities 
through fiscal year 2024 allowing the Forest Service to renew graz-
ing permits. 

Section 416 continues a provision prohibiting the use of funds to 
maintain or establish a computer network unless such network is 
designed to block access to pornography websites. 

Section 417 continues a provision requiring the humane treat-
ment of wild horses and burros. 

Section 418 continues a provision to extend the authority of the 
Forest Service Facility Realignment and Enhancement Act. 

Section 419 continues a provision setting requirements for the 
use of American iron and steel for certain loans and grants. 

Section 420 continues a provision providing authority for the Sec-
retary of the Interior to enter into training agreements and to 
transfer excess equipment and supplies for wildfires. 

Section 421 continues a provision providing a one-year extension 
of the current recreation fee authority. 

Section 422 continues a provision requiring advanced approval of 
the reprogramming of funds in this Act. 

Section 423 continues a provision through fiscal year 2024 au-
thorizing the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agri-
culture to consider local contractors when awarding contracts for 
certain activities on public lands. 

Section 424 continues a provision extending for one year the In-
terpretive Association authority. 

Section 425 continues a provision extending the Puerto Rico 
Schooling authority. 

Section 426 continues a provision extending the Forest Botanical 
Products Fee Collection authority. 

Section 427 continues a provision regarding Tribal leases. 
Section 428 continues a provision extending the Forest Eco-

system Health and Recovery Fund. 
Section 429 continues a provision requiring the allocation of 

funds from the National Parks and Public Land Legacy Restoration 
Fund and Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

Section 430 continues a provision addressing carbon emissions 
from forest biomass. 

Section 431 continues a provision regarding small remote incin-
erators in Alaska. 

Section 432 continues a provision regarding timber sales in Alas-
ka. 

Section 433 continues a provision providing transfer authority to 
the Federal Highway Administration for the National Parks and 
Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund. 

Section 434 continues a provision prohibiting the use of funds to 
promulgate or implement any regulation requiring the issuance of 
permits under Title V of the Clean Air Act for carbon dioxide, ni-
trous oxide, water vapor, or methane emissions resulting from bio-
logical processes associated with livestock production. 

Section 435 continues a provision prohibiting the use of funds to 
implement any provision in a rule if that provision requires manda-
tory reporting of greenhouse gas emissions from manure manage-
ment systems. 

Section 436 continues a provision prohibiting the use of funds to 
regulate the lead content of ammunition or fishing tackle. 
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Section 437 continues a provision extending authorization for 
Alaska Native regional health entities. 

Section 438 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds for the Green-
house Gas Reduction Fund. 

Section 439 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds for environ-
mental and climate justice grants. 

Section 440 prohibits the use of funds to limit recreational shoot-
ing, fishing, and hunting on Federal lands except for public safety. 

Section 441 repeals the rule titled ‘‘Revised Definition of ‘Waters 
of the United States’ ’’ published in the Federal Register on Janu-
ary 18, 2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 3004). 

Section 442 prohibits funds to enforce Public Land Order 7917 
(88 Fed. Reg. 6308 (January 31, 2023)). 

Section 443 requires the Secretary of the Interior to reinstate 
certain hardrock mineral leases. 

Section 444 amends Section 10101 of the Omnibus Budget Rec-
onciliation Act of 1993 regarding the use of mining claims for ancil-
lary activities. 

Section 445 prohibits the introduction of American bison on the 
Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge. 

Section 446 requires the Secretary of the Interior to issue the 
final rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Regulations for Interagency Cooperation’’, published in the 
Federal Register on January 12, 2021 (86 Fed. Reg. 2373) to ad-
dress the Cottonwood decision. 

Section 447 prohibits funds to consider or incorporate the Social 
Cost of Carbon. 

Section 448 prohibits funds to implement, administer, or enforce 
the rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken; Threatened Status With Section 4(d) Rule 
for the Northern Distinct Population Segment and Endangered 
Status for the Southern Distinct Population Segment’’ published on 
November 25, 2022 (87 Fed. Reg. 72674). 

Section 449 prohibits funds to carry out the program for Federal 
employees at the Department of the Interior entitled ‘‘Acknowl-
edging Ecogrief and Developing Resistance’’ or any counseling ses-
sions, workshop, or any other meeting pertaining to ecological grief, 
ecogrief, or eco-resilience. 

Section 450 prohibits funds to prepare an environmental impact 
statement for, or to implement, administer, or enforce, the North 
Cascades Ecosystem Grizzly Bear Restoration Plan (87 Fed. Reg. 
68190). 

Section 451 prohibits funds to require or request, as a condition 
of the issuance, renewal, or extension of any Forest Service or Bu-
reau of Land Management permit, lease, allotment, easement, or 
other land use and occupancy, arrangement, the transfer, or relin-
quishment of any water right, in whole, or in part, granted under 
State law. 

Section 452 requires the Secretary of the Interior to reissue the 
final rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Removing the Gray Wolf (Canis lupus) From the List of En-
dangered and Threatened Wildlife’’ and published on November 3, 
2020 (85 Fed. Reg. 69778). 

Section 453 addresses cost recovery for the processing of special 
recreational permits. 
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Section 454 prohibits funds for certain Executive Orders relating 
to diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

Section 455 prohibits funds to promote or advance Critical Race 
Theory. 

Section 456 prohibits funds the Wuhan Institute of Virology, or 
any laboratory owned or controlled by the governments of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the Republic of Cuba, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Russian 
Federation, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela under the regime 
of Nicolás Maduro Moros, or any other country determined by the 
Secretary of State to be a foreign adversary. 

Section 457 prohibits funds to implement the final rule ‘‘Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered Species 
Status for Northern Long-Eared Bat.’’ 

Section 458 amends section 6 of the Coastal Barrier Resources 
Act. 

Section 459 prohibits funds for certain Smithsonian Institution 
activities. 

Section 460 prohibits funds for certain onshore wind energy ac-
tivities in Idaho until completion of a report by the Comptroller 
General. 

Section 461 prohibits funds for certain labeling activities that are 
inconsistent with a human health assessment performed pursuant 
to the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act. 

Section 462 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘Supple-
mental Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for the 
Steam Electric Power Generating Point Source Category’’. 

Section 463 prohibits funds to approve a waiver submitted to the 
Environmental Protection Agency by the State of California pursu-
ant to Section 209(e) of the Clean Air Act for the State of Califor-
nia’s Amendments to its rule titled ‘‘Small Off-Road Engine Regula-
tions: Transition to Zero Emissions’’. 

Section 464 requires the Secretary of the Interior to issue the 5- 
year oil and gas leasing program for 2023–2028 and requires the 
Secretary to begin preparation of the subsequent oil and gas leas-
ing program not later than 36 months after conducting the first 
lease sale in an existing 5-year program. 

Section 465 requires the Secretary of the Interior to reissue 
Order No 3368 regarding consent decrees and settlement agree-
ments. 

Section 466 prohibits funds for Public Land Order No. 7921. 
Section 467 prohibits funds for the final rule titled ‘‘Federal 

‘Good Neighbor Plan’ for the 2015 Ozone National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards’’ published by the Environmental Protection 
Agency in the Federal Register on June 5, 2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 
36654). 

Section 468 prohibits funds for the purpose of pre-leasing, leas-
ing, or the conveyance of leases for offshore wind energy activity 
in Florida until the Government Accountability Office submits, to 
the appropriate Congressional Committees, a study regarding the 
potential impact of offshore wind development and associated infra-
structure in the Florida administrative boundary on military readi-
ness and training (including but not limited to activities within or 
related to the Eglin Test and Training Complex and the Jackson-
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ville Range Complex), marine environment and ecology, tourism, 
and other uses of the Outer Continental Shelf. 

Section 469 requires the Secretary of the Interior to address the 
deficiencies identified certain court decisions. 

Section 470 transfers certain Inflation Reduction Act balances to 
the Environmental Protection Agency Office of Inspector General. 

Section 471 prohibits funds for the management of the Grand 
Staircase-Escalante National Monument except in compliance with 
the approved resource management plan dated February 2020. 

Section 472 requires oil and gas lease sales in the Central Gulf 
of Mexico Planning Area, the Western Gulf of Mexico Planning 
Area, and in the Alaska region. 

Section 473 requires the Secretary of the Interior to conduct 
quarterly onshore oil and gas lease sales. 

Section 474 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds for the Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality. 

Section 475 rescinds Inflation Reduction Act funds for the Na-
tional Park Service that have been designated for the Presidio 
Trust. 

Section 476 prohibits funds to fly or display certain flags at agen-
cies funded by this Act. 

Section 477 reiterates that nothing in this Act shall affect the 
Presidential memorandum titled ‘‘Memorandum on Withdrawal of 
Certain Areas of the United States Outer Continental Shelf From 
Leasing Disposition’’ and dated September 8, 2020; the Presidential 
memorandum titled ‘‘Memorandum on Withdrawal of Certain 
Areas of the United States Outer Continental Shelf From Leasing 
Disposition’’ and dated September 25, 2020; the Presidential memo-
randum titled ‘‘Memorandum on Withdrawal of Certain Areas off 
the Atlantic Coast on the Outer Continental Shelf From Leasing 
Disposition’’ and dated December 20, 2016; or the ban on oil and 
gas development in the Great Lakes described in Section 386 of the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15941). 

Section 478 prohibits funds for the vehicle reservation system at 
Glacier National Park. 

Section 479 prohibits funds for Secretarial Order No. 3410. 
Section 480 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘National 

Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Coal- and Oil- 
Fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units Review of the Resid-
ual Risk and Technology Review’’. 

Section 481 prohibits funds to ban the use of lead ammunition 
or tackle on Federal land or water that is made available for hunt-
ing or fishing activities or to issue regulations relating to the level 
of lead in ammunition or tackle to be used on Federal land or 
water with certain exceptions. 

Section 482 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘New 
Source Performance Standards for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
From New, Modified, and Reconstructed Fossil Fuel-Fired Electric 
Generating Units; Emission Guidelines for Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions From Existing Fossil Fuel-Fired Electric Generating Units; 
and Repeal of the Affordable Clean Energy Rule’’. 

Section 483 prohibits funds to discriminate against a person who 
speaks, or acts, in accordance with a sincerely held religious belief, 
or moral conviction, that marriage is, or should be recognized as, 
a union of one man and one woman. 
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Section 484 prohibits funds for the Smithsonian Institution for 
partnerships or activities associated with the Hong Kong Economic 
and Trade Offices, including any use of facilities by the Hong Kong 
Economic and Trade Offices. 

Section 485 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘National 
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Ethylene Oxide 
Emissions Standards for Sterilization Facilities Residual Risk and 
Technology Review’’ or the proposed interim registration review de-
cision and draft risk assessment addendum for ethylene oxide de-
scribed in the notice titled ‘‘Pesticide Registration Review; Proposed 
Interim Decision and Draft Risk Assessment Addendum for Ethyl-
ene Oxide; Notice of Availability’’ unless the Commissioner of Food 
and Drugs certifies that finalization, implementation, administra-
tion, or enforcement of such rule, decision, or addendum for ethyl-
ene oxide will not adversely impact the availability of sterile med-
ical products in the United States. 

Section 486 prohibits funds for a final rule listing the Dunes 
Sagebrush Lizard as endangered or threatened pursuant to ‘‘En-
dangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered Species 
Status for the Dunes Sagebrush Lizard’’. 

Section 487 prohibits funds for the decisions proposed in the no-
tice titled ‘‘Pesticide Registration Review; Proposed Interim Deci-
sions for the Rodenticides; Notice of Availability’’. 

Section 488 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘Multi- 
Pollutant Emissions Standards for Model Years 2027 and Later 
Light-Duty and Medium-Duty Vehicles’’. 

Section 489 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘Green-
house Gas Emissions Standards for Heavy-Duty Vehicles—Phase 
3’’. 

Section 490 prohibits funds for the proposed rule titled ‘‘Con-
servation and Landscape Health’’. 

Section 491 requires the Secretary of the Interior to reissue the 
final rule titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Removing the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem Population of Grizzly 
Bears From the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wild-
life’’. 

Section 492 requires the Secretary of the Interior to prepare an 
environmental impact statement prior to approving a permit within 
the Big Cypress National Preserve. 

Section 493 establishes a Spending Reduction Account. 

APPROPRIATIONS NOT AUTHORIZED BY LAW 

Pursuant to clause 3(f)(1)(B) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the following table lists the appropria-
tions in the accompanying bill which are not authorized by law: 
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BUDGETARY IMPACT OF THE FY 2024 INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS BILL PREPARED IN CONSULTA-
TION WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE PURSUANT TO 
SECTION 308(a) OF THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET ACT OF 1974 

[In millions of dollars] 

COMPARISON WITH BUDGET RESOLUTION 

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(2) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives and section 308(a)(1)(A) of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, the following table compares the levels of new 
budget authority provided in the bill with the appropriate alloca-
tion under section 302(b) of the Budget Act. 

[In millions of dollars] 

302(b) Allocation This Bill 

Budget Authority Outlays Budget Authority Outlays 

Comparison of amounts in the bill with Committee al-
locations to its subcommittees: Subcommittee on 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 

Discretionary .......................................................... 28,067 45,758 28,067 1 45,635 
Mandatory .............................................................. 64 65 64 1 65 

1 Includes outlays from prior-year budget authority. 

FIVE-YEAR OUTLAY PROJECTIONS 

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(2) of rule XIII and section 308(a)(1)(B) of 
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, the following table contains 
five-year projections associated with the budget authority provided 
in the accompanying bill as provided to the Committee by the Con-
gressional Budget Office. 

[In millions of dollars] 

Outlays 

Projection of outlays associated with the recommendation: 
2024 ...................................................................................................................................................... 1 19,713 
2025 ...................................................................................................................................................... 11,185 
2026 ...................................................................................................................................................... 3,593 
2027 ...................................................................................................................................................... 624 
2028 and future years .......................................................................................................................... ¥267 

1 Excludes outlays from prior-year budget authority. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(2) of rule XIII and section 308(a)(1)(C) of 
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, the Congressional Budget 
Office has provided the following estimates of new budget authority 
and outlays provided by the accompanying bill for financial assist-
ance to State and local governments. 

[In millions of dollars] 

Budget 
Authority Outlays 

Financial assistance to State and local governments for 2024 ................................ ¥4,671 1 1,135 

1 Excludes outlays from prior-year budget authority. 
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COMMITTEE HEARINGS 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(6) of rule XIII (118th Congress) 
the following hearings were used to develop the fiscal year 2024 In-
terior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill: 

Date Title of Hearing Witnesses 

March 8, 2023 ............. American Indian and Alaska Native Public Wit-
ness Day 1.

Larry Wright Jr., Executive Director, National 
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) 

............................................................................. Tesia Zientek, Board President, National Indian 
Education Association 

............................................................................. Laurie Harper, Board President, Tribal Edu-
cation Departments National Assembly 

............................................................................. Tom Miller, Board President, Association of 
Community Tribal Schools 

............................................................................. Jonodev Chaudhuri, Ambassador, Muscogee 
Creek Nation 

............................................................................. Oliver Littlecook, Chairman, Ponca Tribe 

............................................................................. Buu Nygren, President, Navajo Nation 

............................................................................. Kirk Francis, President, United South and East-
ern Tribes (USET) Sovereignty Protection 
Fund, and Chief, Penobscot Indian Nation 

............................................................................. Frank Star Comes Out, President, Oglala Sioux 
Tribe 

............................................................................. Ashleigh Weeks, Director, Assiniboine and Sioux 
Rural Water Supply System 

............................................................................. Carole Lankford, Council Member, Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead 
Reservation 

............................................................................. Floyd Azure, Chairman, Assiniboine and Sioux 
Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation 

............................................................................. Jeffrey Stiffarm, President, Fort Belknap Indian 
Community 

............................................................................. David Boxley, Jr., Councilmember, Metlakatla 
Indian Community 

............................................................................. Dr. Pearl K. Brower, President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO), Ukpeagvik Inupiat Cor-
poration 

............................................................................. Abigail Echo-Hawk, Director, Urban Indian 
Health Institute 

............................................................................. Aurene Martin, Treasurer, Board of Directors, 
National Indian Child Welfare Association 

............................................................................. Cecilia Firethunder, President, Oglala Lakota 
Education Coalition and Board of Trustee 
Member for Oglala Lakota College 

............................................................................. Donna Thompson, Vice-Chairwoman, Fort Hall 
Business Council of the Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes 

............................................................................. Quincy Ellenwood, Treasurer, Nez Perce Tribal 
Executive Committee 

............................................................................. Keenan Groesbeck, Councilman, Northern Arap-
aho Business Council 

............................................................................. Stephen Roe Lewis, Governor, Gila River Indian 
Community 

............................................................................. Tehassi Hill, Chairman, Oneida Nation 

............................................................................. John Johnson, President, Lac du Flambeau 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 

............................................................................. Kevin DuPuis, Chairman, Fond du Lac Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa 

............................................................................. Michael Fairbanks, Chairman, White Earth Na-
tion 

............................................................................. Darrell Seki, Sr., Chairman, Red Lake Band of 
Chippewa Indians 

............................................................................. Edward Johnstone, Chairman, Northwest Indian 
Fisheries Commission 

............................................................................. Ron Suppah, Chair, Columbia River Intertribal 
Fish Commission 
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Date Title of Hearing Witnesses 

............................................................................. Ann McCammon Soltis, Director, Intergovern-
mental Affairs, Great Lakes Indian Fish and 
Wildlife Commission 

............................................................................. W. Ron Allen, Chairman and CEO, Jamestown 
S’Klallam Tribe 

March 9, 2023 ............. American Indian and Alaska Native Public Wit-
ness Day 2.

Catalina VillaMontes, Treasurer, Riverside-San 
Bernardino County Indian Health Inc. 

............................................................................. Dr. Donna Galbreath, Senior Medical Director, 
Southcentral Foundation 

............................................................................. Esther Lucero, President and CEO, Seattle In-
dian Health Board 

............................................................................. Dr. Mark LeBeau, CEO, California Rural Indian 
Health Board, Inc. 

............................................................................. Francys Crevier, CEO, National Council of 
Urban Indian Health 

............................................................................. William Smith, Chairman, National Indian 
Health Board 

............................................................................. Linda Austin, National Tribal Contract Support 
Cost Coalition 

............................................................................. Ryan Hendricks, Councilperson, Quinault Indian 
Nation 

............................................................................. Dr. Toni Tsatoke, Kiowa Tribe 

............................................................................. Joette Walters, CEO, Tuba City Regional Health 
Care Corporation 

............................................................................. Ned Norris, Jr., Chairman, Tohono O’odham Na-
tion 

............................................................................. Robert Miguel, Chairman, Ak-Chin Indian Com-
munity Council 

............................................................................. Nate Tyler, Council, Makah Tribe 

............................................................................. Martha Garcia, President, Ramah Navajo 
School Board, Inc. 

............................................................................. J. Michael Chavarria, Governor, Santa Clara 
Pueblo 

............................................................................. Frank Dayish, Chairman, Council of Peyote Way 
of Life Coalition 

............................................................................. Julius Murray, Business Committee Member, 
Ute Indian Tribe and Ouray Reservation 

............................................................................. Dawn D. Davis, Co-Chair, NCAI Peyote Task 
Force and a member of the NACNA Legisla-
tive Committee 

............................................................................. Charles Martin, Chairman, Morongo Band of 
Mission Indians 

............................................................................. Joe Davis, Chairman, Hoopa Valley Tribe 

............................................................................. Beniakem Cromwell, Chairman, Robinson 
Rancheria Pomo Indian 

............................................................................. Lawrence T. Mirabal, Vice President of Oper-
ations, Institute for American Indian Arts 

............................................................................. Algin Young, Chief of Police, Oglala Sioux Tribe 

............................................................................. Ryan Wilson, President, National Alliance to 
Save Native Languages 

............................................................................. Dr. Vahan Setyan, The Original Oceti Sakowin 7 
Council Fires—Dahcotah Branch—Sioux Na-
tion of Indians 

............................................................................. Jon Brady, President, Native American Church 
of North America 

............................................................................. Jarred-Michael Erickson, Chairman, Confed-
erated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 

............................................................................. Jeremy Takala, Tribal Councilman, Confederated 
Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation 

............................................................................. Kristopher Peters, Chairman, Squaxin Island 
Tribe 

............................................................................. Nickolaus D. Lewis, Chair, Northwest Portland 
Area Indian Health Board 

............................................................................. Phil Rigdon, Vice President, Intertribal Timber 
Council and Natural Resources Manager for 
Yakima Nation 
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Date Title of Hearing Witnesses 

............................................................................. Greg Hitchcock, Vice President, Cowlitz Indian 
Tribe 

............................................................................. Annette Bryan, Councilwoman, Puyallup Tribe 

............................................................................. Charlene Nelson, Chairwoman, Shoalwater Bay 
Tribe 

March 23, 2023 ........... Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Request for the 
United States Forest Service.

Mr. Mark Lichtenstein, National Budget Direc-
tor, U.S. Forest Service 

............................................................................. Mr. Randy Moore, Chief, U.S. Forest Service 
March 23, 2023 ........... Fiscal Year 2024 Member Day—Interior, Envi-

ronment, and Related Agencies.
Representative Sylvia Garcia (TX–29); Rep-

resentative Aumua Amata C. Radewagen 
(American Samoa) 

March 28, 2023 ........... Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Request for the De-
partment of the Interior.

Ms. Denise Flanagan, Director of Budget, De-
partment of the Interior 

............................................................................. The Honorable Deb Haaland, Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Interior 

............................................................................. Ms. Joan M. Mooney, Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary, Department of the Interior 

March 28, 2023 ........... Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Request for the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

Mr. Faisal Amin, Chief Financial Officer, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 

............................................................................. Mr. Michael Regan, Administrator, Environ-
mental Protection Agency 

March 29, 2023 ........... Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Requests for the Bu-
reau of Land Management, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and National Park Service.

Mr. Charles F. Sams III, Director, National Park 
Service 

............................................................................. Ms. Tracy Stone-Manning, Director, Bureau of 
Land Management 

............................................................................. Ms. Martha Williams, Director, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 

DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED 
SPENDING ITEMS 

The following table is submitted in compliance with clause 9 of 
rule XXI and lists the congressional earmarks (as defined in para-
graph (e) of clause 9) contained in the bill or in this report. Neither 
the bill nor the report contain any limited tax benefits or limited 
tariff benefits as defined in paragraphs (f) or (g) of clause 9 of rule 
XXI. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY 

The following table provides the amounts recommended by the 
Committee compared with the budget estimates by account. 
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MINORITY VIEWS 

Due to concerns about spending levels, harmful rescissions, and 
partisan policy riders, we are unable to support the bill as written. 
Our goals for the fiscal year 2024 Interior, Environment bill are to 
protect the environment and ensure Americans have clean air to 
breathe, safe water to drink, an economy that is resilient in a 
changing climate, investments in disadvantaged communities, and 
more high-paying jobs by growing and supporting the clean energy 
sector. The bill does the opposite. 

Despite recently passing the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023, a 
bipartisan debt deal that included a path forward on spending lev-
els and a way to get us back to regular order, the Majority has cho-
sen to turn their back on those promises and proceed with a par-
tisan bill with crippling cuts. 

Climate change has reached a crisis point and experts agree we 
must take bold action to avoid a major, irreversible catastrophe. 
This bill is one of the most harmful attacks on America’s efforts to 
tackle climate change by cutting funding for the Environmental 
Protection Agency by nearly $4 billion or 39 percent and rescinding 
more than $7 billion of vital investments provided by the Inflation 
Reduction Act for the United States to take immediate, economy- 
wide climate action. 

This bill, in addition to the cut proposed in the State, Foreign 
Operations bill, nearly eliminates the Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Fund, which was established by the Inflation Reduction Act to 
mitigate the costs of climate pollution through investment in low- 
and zeroemission technologies. The Majority’s attacks on the 
Greenhouse Gas Fund are a very disturbing indication of yet an-
other willful denial of the crisis we collectively face. 

The damage inflicted by this bill extends beyond climate change. 
The bill eliminates the environmental justice program and rescinds 
$1.4 billion from the Environmental and Climate Justice Grants 
provided through the Inflation Reduction Act. It curtails the 
progress that has been made to ensure that all people enjoy the 
same degree of protection from environmental and health hazards. 
It abandons those groups who currently bear a disproportionate 
share of the negative environmental consequences, which includes 
large swaths of rural communities that many Republican col-
leagues represent. 

The bill also slashes funding for enforcement of the clean air and 
clean water acts, which will lead to increased levels of pollution 
and create an unfair playing field in which polluters have the ad-
vantage. 

The cuts in this bill are so severe that even agencies that usually 
enjoy bipartisan support are targeted for damaging reductions. 

The bill cuts the National Park Service by 13 percent. This cut 
means park rangers will lose their jobs. Further, it severely ham-
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pers the Service’s ability to protect and preserve the natural and 
cultural resources in our national parks and jeopardizes the visitor 
experience. 

The bill also significantly reduces funding for the Arts and Hu-
manities agencies. The cuts to the Smithsonian Institution and the 
National Gallery of Art are so deep that they will be forced to re-
duce the number of hours or days each week that the museums are 
open to the public. 

The bill fails our nation’s wildland firefighters. It does not pro-
vide any of the funding requested by the Administration to support 
wildland firefighters and their families through better compensa-
tion, safe housing, and health and well-being assistance. Without 
this funding, the firefighters will lose the compensation increases 
first provided in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law at the end of 
this year. 

Finally, the bill includes an exhaustive list of anti-environment 
riders that seek to derail any effort to combat climate change, ac-
celerates ecosystem decline by abandoning protections to apex 
predators and focal species, and vacates the commitment to con-
serve America’s fragile lands and natural resources, while prohib-
iting judicial review. 

This bill provides an open invitation to exploitative oil, gas, and 
mineral leasing by blocking environmental regulations and con-
tinuing their pattern of overriding judicial review. At the same 
time, the bill suppresses clean energy production. Clean, renewable 
energy is critical if we are going to save our planet for future gen-
erations. 

And, sadly, the bill also contains numerous discriminatory riders 
which are so divisive. We are particularly shocked to see the Major-
ity’s posture towards Latinos, with a policy rider that prohibits the 
Smithsonian Institution from highlighting the contributions of 
American Latinos in U.S. history and culture by denying funds for 
the new National Museum of the American Latino and for the op-
eration of the Molina Family Latino Gallery. Disagreeing with an 
exhibit does not give Republicans a license to erase the 
Smithsonian’s efforts to operate an existing gallery or the decades- 
long pursuit of recognizing the many ways Latinas and Latinos 
have shaped this nation. Congressman Espaillat offered an amend-
ment to strike the prohibition. The Republicans defeated the 
amendment in a partisan vote of 27–33. 

The majority of Americans support becoming carbon neutral by 
2050 and they support taking responsibility for future generations. 
The austere and irresponsible cuts in this bill do not align with 
their values. 

We look forward to working on improving this bill as it advances 
through the process and to the day when level heads prevail, and 
we no longer are on a path to gridlock. We must come together— 
Democrats and Republicans—to put forward a credible Interior, 
Environment bill to advance our shared priorities into law. 

ROSA L. DELAURO. 
CHELLIE PINGREE. 
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